
County Council of Howard County, Maryland

2016 Legislative Session Legislative day #.

RESOLUTION NO. /?&/ - 2016

• Introduced by: Chairperson at the request of the County Executive

A RESOLUTION confirming the appointment of Rev. Rodney T. Morton. to the Martin Luther

King, Jr. Holiday Commission.

&CM^^>:Introduced and read first time on ^tC^Z7^yt^ ^.3,2016.

By order'

Jessica Feldmark, Administrator to the County Council

Read for a second time aqd a public hearing held on^A^C^r<S7l/^/^ * '. 2016.

By G-sder

Jessica^ eldmark. Administrator to the County Council

sad for a second time aqd a public hearing held on^A^C^r<S7l/^/^ * '. 2016.

-^-6^1 ^liu _ ^—>^ ^-
By o^der ^-—~/^-^?z-<T^tL<

TluaJR-esolufion -yas readj.ie third time and was Adopted^ Adopted with amendments_, Failed_, Withdrawn _ by the County Council
on FJ^ /'e^J^fL^^.016. i

Certified by ^—^^0^^ <-/—^
Jessicq^Idmark, Administrator to the County Council

NOTE: [[text in brackets]] indicates deletions from existing language; TEXT DST SMALL CAPITALS indicates additions to existing language.
indicates material deleted by amendment; Underlinmg indicates material added by amendment.



1 WHEREAS, Section 404 of the Howard County Charter and Section 6.300 of the

2 Howard County Code provide for the County Executive to appoint and for the County Council to

3 confirm nominees to Howard County Boards and Commissions created by law; and

4 WHEREAS, Section 6.344, Section 12.203 and Section 12.204 of the Howard County

5 Code provide for a Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission; and

6 WHEREAS, the County Executive has proposed the appointment of Rev. Rodney T.

7 Morton as a member of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission; and

8 WHEREAS, the County Council ratifies the County Executive's special trust and

9 confidence in the abilities of the nominee.

10 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Howard County,

11 Maryland this €^>< day of j^^jL^-b^ 2016 that the following person is appointed as a

12 member of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission to serve from the passage of this

13 Resolution to March -1, 2017 or until a successor is appointed and confirmed:

14 Rev. Rodney T. Morton

15 Laurel, Maryland



^ ^ 5^.1 . ^-^i^-

Rodney T. M-ottou

GIFISIOCTERJMIARTINLUTHERKING/JR COMMISSION

a Cotccage do what others e&es^i wiUmg to do/ to fojdow ChtisE even when crowds claiaor for
more expedient ways ' - - .

.0 Dedicafxoxi and liard woxlc to mal<e fh.e Gospels relevant to Gyei'yone in fh.eit1 daily Irves

Q StewardsMp guided by love/mvested in relationships/ ai-id diiven by fman.cml responsl'biliiy

a Oiiti-each thatbrmgs peace/ solidarity/ opporturdty to ota: dittrch and. coimmmily and eh.ns
people to Christ

Q Leaderslii^i tliatifatisfoi'jns gtlid^ines and prgaxuzatton into oppoitaxuMes

RgCBNT PASTORAL HISTORY Wim SELECTED CONTSIBUTIONS:

a Senior Pastor/ TSie Cmtcal Baptist Cbxirch/ Bal-timore, MD Attg 12 - Pj-eseizt

Tins Ql-'ymr-old. church nozo tws an iwemge Sunday aUe.fufance. ofSSO f^mwn from its 800 me.mbers.

SEIGNIHNG A STALLED CHURCH

Outcomes: Gi'ewraeml>ersMp 20 pefceiititi a single year—the most growth in nediiy two
decades. Bighfy percent of our new mmibers are younger. Emances rose 15 percenfc

Led the way to malce otir chm'ch vibrant again. -m& IDDIQ relevant BiHe shxdies and closer
engagemetit as dmrch leaders focused onitELpoitantlfh.ecnes. Repjaced acoUection of
//siloed// individuals witib. a conun-midfy of dedicated, stakeholders.

BUILDING A BORMFOUNDATIONi

Outcomes', G^ve vs fh.e T^est tools -we've liad xxi yeaxs to put pur resources coitfideniiy to

God's purpose. ' '•' •

Transformed canfusmg> complicated process fb.at cottldn/ft£-ad< tesonrces mto a smoothly
ruxmmg/ professioxiaHyvo.lid^ted/ easy-to-use system in onlyfiveixiontiis. Apcottn.tabiHty-

rose/ Isut Morale rose even faster because evesyone now hjas a stalce i&fhe metfiod,

CAMNGX)R OUR COMMUNITY

Outcomes! Took i3ie initiative to partner -wifh. local hospital to provide Iieal-t3x scx'eenitigs -and
immediate access to pliysldans at 33.0 cost to ns, our congregation, orfbeiiospltal.

RecexiUy screened 2/000 people and. pxo'vided free flu. sliote. Helped secure lih.e gran:!: fhat-^via.
give us a video conferendng room members can use to get inunediate access to pliysidans '
fbiey nommtty couldn/t tE'avel to. I now pravide Jhospitel staff -wifb. ia-seryice traieritig fo lietp .
fh-eai aditimista: thfi px'o^t'aia.

CLEAmNG AWAY POTBNTCAL DJSTRAO:IONS

Outcomes: Gtdding comprehensive re'views of tools gmditig every dxurdifunctioB, Worshippers/
€oiice3pnsal?outlia1bxlityriowjEieai<lyg-One< / . ."'

Listened carefully to congregation's worries abouihow disfraciious ftotutm.deai1 -procedttces
that often, got in the way'of ow nussion. Htfced my expenence to oiir clmrcli s tmique needs to



Rodney Morton _Senior Pastor

suppoxfccarxmTXtteeg completing afop-to-boitoHLl'e-yiew. Eveiyfihio.gffoiAirrissioA •wbdc to

poMc-ies guidiag HR/^mance/ and properfy- acqtdslfi.on better integrated and focused.

d Senior Pastor Histox<icTal)emade Baptist Chtti'di/S&Ima/AL . 02 "Aug 12

Tfibernacle Baptist cs. 126-year old church^ is one offhe cradles'of ijie voting tig'hts wove.we.nt, Four of
former ministers tvwe. 'bee.n PresiSents offfie NnUonal Bfiptist Convention USA/ Inc.

•TSANSJPOEMING A CHURCHINTO NEW/ yiBJRANT L1EE |

Outcomes: Over 100 new/ rfcmch yoimger members. -Sxmday atfcenctance ti-rpled, Spedal
fundi'aism^ increased froin. $14Kto $194I< anxmaHy. $600K capital ftcad ddve successful.

Guided pMeiy conservative/ cowfortaHe congregatloxito see ote needs for -f:h.etn.sfil-yes. Then

• fully suppoited. their very acfelve engagexxierifr in reaching- neatly all OTIC goals. We gave
m-ore to our connminiiy tibian ever b'efore,

POWESKJL/ PEACEFUL^ CHKTST-UNgKBSPQNSB TO DBPU23B COMMUNITY TBNSIONS

Outcomes: Guided our clmrch-to respond calmly/ yet yricHy/ to Tising concerns about
•violence^ crime, and drop otLt34ates. -Readied out to everyone fKmipasfors and the poKce/ to

city government, to gang members. Sehna won a national League of Cities/ Award for our
sJiarp di'opmcx'iine* Sev^'al gang ineml)ei's accepted Ghtfet " -

BtiEsted afomier Clinton and Reagan, staffer to Iielp us defeat violence with soKct educational
programs. Jxicreased OICT visibility so the most troubled conurmnittes saw vs eamiag- tiieii'
trust, Oux prograsns gave ex-offenders fhett; first chaxice te) a.tfcend coflege or learn a irade.

BUILDING CQMMONHYXDXTCMION PROGRAMS THAT WOSI<

•Outcomes: Designed axuHielped build a nan-tmditkmal sdiolarship program to yecogaiize .-•
potential missed by ofh.ers.

Our ch-urdi dtig deep to find ow coimnumt^'s real needs/ &en got deservmg^people of all
ages help tb.eyxieeded to graduate ftojtn college. J?rom thought to fmish iti jttst flifee years.

a' Previous service as a. Semoi Pastor - 88-02

PmPESSXONAL APmUTAKONS THAT CONTKIBTJTE TO MY C3FKXRCH AND COMMUNITY:

Q Board Membcy of the IJxiited Baptist Convention of Bateraore 12-Present

a Board Me3n1?e^Tyi"CotfrLfaySidde Cell Assodaiiojn • ' -02-12

. a Board Member aiidFortxide^/Tabemade Baptist aiuTcb.EducatiorLFttnd- ' . 03-12

The Fund provides annual scholarships to college siudents. • . .

a Chaij^axi/Late NigM Ministry/Sott&west Alabama • . 08-12
We coordinated evangelical m(.treach to 18 y^cozmties, . •

a Led-urex, Alabama Baptist State Women's Convention 08 -11
Sought out^yihe SWe President to kcUf.re every ywr-a.ve.rymre feat Audience is usufflly 5^000,

1-1. President/ Sbufhwest Alabama Baptist Youth Convention and Retreat ^ 04-10

a- Gi'adtiate Uter Member/ Board of Directors^ LeadersMp SeIma-Dallas Coimty '07-12

a Ministerial Liaison/Sefana City SrJbiools 07-10
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Rodney IVIorton . Senior Pastor

a Inwted 'byffie Speaker of-Qie House or U. Governor ofAlc&cfmd. to Seliwr. fhe mwcation to The
Alabama House of Representatives • .07-10

I was fke only one, of my class of 21 civic lea^e.rs, selected to serve on fke 'Boards

a Sp ealcer later Vice Presiden-t/ Bridge Crossing- Jxi.'bilee MLK and Col'etta, Scott: Kmg Unity
Service/Selma • ' 07

My fiudience included Samdc Obanw^ ^pmenfati'ue Msxine Wo-ters, fhe. Kev&rends Jeasie Jacfcson
and Al SHff.rpfon/ Governor ofAlahama. Bob Riky and 3,000 guests, I-nfenfiewd 61, CNN.

BDUCATJ™ AND BBCENTPROHgSSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Q Recently {iccepied intp tl'ie- DQctor of JMlmsfiy Program/ UQited Th-eological Seimnary Oct 13

Q Hemoxaiy Doctor of Divmi^-Detessxmie Bible iQstittite/ Bat&nore 10

Q Masters in BiHe and Pastoral Mmisfety/SelDia University • 08

Pfiid my own tuition. Ca-meii afltll academic load and rwrlced 40 tiows o. week GPA 3.0. .

Q Pursued Master of Divxmt^-New- Qdeans Theological Seminary - Bn'm-ingliam
Extension - . 06-07

Paid my oion wm/.earnmg iUs-Segree wUk ruorldng 40 houfs a-toeelc nn^ wmjing afidl ucsskmic load.

Q BA/BiMeaiitd Pastoral 3^/Etiisfcty/SelmaUtdvei'si{y ' , 96

Dean/s List Pixndecl my own edttcatlonl^y woiidtlg- and attendiag^ classes ftdl tmie

a Coiximumty Strategy Btiildmg-Initiative/ Hniveysify of Baltbxiore Expect completion M.so: 14

One of only 25 selected from a field of 68 -prestigious dpplicants.

a Graduate of fh-e National Baptist Leadership Program/one wee^ , Jtml3

a ^Evaiigelism. Tin'oug-h &e Local Ch.ttfcli/ 24 hoxi?s/ Alabama and Maiyland Baptilst State
Conventions ' . JtmlO/11/&13

a //C]ita'ch Tax CoinpSaiice^Wox'icsiiopUppexMariboi'o/eight libtirs . At(.gl3

a //Planmng fox -fcb.e ?titm'e// Pa8tor/& Worlcsliop, Baptist Sou.th.east District Convqition/16
ho-wis . • • - Sep 11

a ^Discovering Leadership Styles/ Alabama Power Leadership Circle/ tout liottfs . Aug-11

EROEESSIONAL RECOGNITION:

a Awarded fhe local .Freedom FoTmdation/sMLI<Award. ' 10

Wsawardis given to flwse. 'coho Se.mbnsimte. coumge m seromg t'he. underprimleged andnghting
injustice,

ITSICILLS ' ... ^ . .

a ConifortaHe with. Memberahip Plus (clrui'cli maxiagemenfc software sidi-e) Wo±d/ Excel,.
Q.tddcBooIcs/ and ad'vanced Jjitemet search, meiiiods.
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