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FYI,

Just wanted to share the News Release regarding the Howard County Citizens Association

(HCCA) see below or the attachment (HCCA - Property Tax Credit for 65+ and Veterans) recent

inquiry sent to County Executive Allan Kittleman and the County Council about legislation

regarding "Property Tax Credit for 65+ and Veterans." The good news is the Administration was

ahead of our request for potential action. Tlie legislation is^^

County Council on7 Nov, the Public Hearing is on 21 Nov, and the Final Vote by the Council is

scheduled for 5 Dec. All will be held starting at 7PM located at the George Howard Building in
the Banneker room.

We are proud to say our HCCA Board Member, Paul Verchinski has for years been very involved

in Aging in Place Topics. He has been pursuing this particular subject with our elected officials

which is deeply appreciated by our HCCA Board and by our members.

We hope that the Council will unanimously pass this legislation.

Sincerely,

Stu Kohn
HCCA, President

Date: October 27, 2016

Subject: Maryland Enacted House Bill 898, 2016 Legislative Session, "Property Tax Credit

Elderly Individuals and Veterans" (HB898)

To: Chairman Dr. Calvin Ball, Howard County Council

Jen Terresa, Howard County Council
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Paul Verchinski of the Howard County Citizens Association (HCCA) Board met with you on

September 6 regarding the above referenced Subject. HB898 provides state enabling legislation

for Howard County to enact its own property tax credit for the elderly and veterans. The HCCA

Board unanimously endorsed HB 8 9 8 suggestions made to you by Paul Verchinski at our Board

meeting on October 18.

To reiterate, the suggestions were as follows:

1. Provide a 20% property tax credit for a period of 5 years for all residents that are 65 or older

and have lived in the same dwelling for at least the last 40 years, and

2. Provide a 20% property tax credit for a period of 5 years for veterans that are 65 or older and

have lived in the same dwelling for at least the last 10 years.

As you know, the cost of living is very high in Howard County and retirees typically experience a

50%+ cut in their income when they retire. This will aid retirees and veterans financially.

Retirees who have paid Howard County property taxes for 40+ years have paid at an average

minimum of approximately $100,000 to $200,000+ during this period.

If you desire, HCCA would assist you in developing this needed legislation.

Sincerely,

StuKohn

HCCA, President
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Date: October 27, 2016

Subject: Maryland Enacted House Bill 898, 2016 Legislative Session, "Property Tax Credit -

Elderly Individuals and Veterans" (HB898)

To: Chairman Dr Calvin Ball, Howard County Council

Jen Terresa, Howard County Council

Paul Verchinski of the Howard County Citizens Association (HCCA) Board met with you on
September 6th regarding the above referenced Subject. HB898 provides state enabling

legislation for Howard County to enact its own property tax credit for the elderly and
veterans. The HCCA Board unanimously endorsed HB898 suggestions made to you by Paul

Verchinski at our Board meeting on October 18.

To reiterate, the suggestions were as follows:

1. Provide a 20% property tax credit for a period of 5 years for all residents that are 65 or

older and have lived in the same dwelling for at least the last 40 years, and

2. Provide a 20% property tax credit for a period of 5 years for veterans that are 65 or older

and have lived in the same dwelling for at least the last 10 years.

As you know, the cost of living is very high in Howard County and retirees typically
experience a 50%+ cut in their income when they retire. This will aid retirees and veterans

financially. Retirees who have paid Howard County property taxes for 40+ years have paid

at an average minimum of approximately $100,000 to $200,000+ during this period.

If you desire, HCCA would assist you in developing this needed legislation.

Sincerely,

Stu Kohn
HCCA, President

ec: County Council - Greg Fox, Jon Weinstein, Mary Kay Sigaty
County Executive Allan Kittleman
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Executive Kittleman seeks expansion of Senior Tax
Credit and creation ofAging-in-Place Tax Credit

ELLICOTT CITY, MD - To help Howard County seniors and retired military age in place, County
Executive Allan H. Kittleman today announced he will seek expansion of the Senior Tax Credit
and the creation of additional tax credits for eligible homeowners.

Kittleman said the reason to expand tax credits comes as the overall county population
continues to age. In 2010, 10 percent of residents were 65 or older. By 2025, this will increase
to 18 percent and by 2035, nearly 22 percent.

"We need to make sure our residents are given an opportunity to stay in their homes," said
Kittleman. "It's absolutely critical we plan for this and have mechanisms in place to assist them."

Providing additional services to the county's senior population has been a priority since taking
office, Kittleman said. He has elevated the county's Office on Aging and Independence
administrator to a cabinet-Ievel position and has renamed all senior centers to 50+ Centers to
accommodate the growing demand for services, including from aging Baby Boomers.

Currently, the Senior Tax Credit is granted to property owners who are at least 70 years old, use
the property as their principal residence and live in a household with combined gross income not
exceeding 500 percent of the federal poverty guidelines for a household of two, which is about
$80,000 for Fiscal Year 2017. The household must have a net worth that does not exceed
$500,000.

The proposed legislation would reduce eligibility to age 65, expanding the potential number of
county property owners who could qualify based on age from 26,000 to more than 40,000.

The second piece of legislation would create the Aging-in-Place Tax Credit, providing a 20
percent tax credit on up to $500,000 of assessed property value. This credit would be granted
for up to five years.

- more -
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Executive Kittleman seeks expansion of Senior Tax
Credit and creation ofAging-in-Place Tax Credit
(continued)

The Maryland General Assembly passed state-wide enabling legislation for this additional tax
credit through House Bill 898 during the 2016 Legislative Session. Local legislation must be
passed for this tax credit to be available in Howard County. Kittleman said he wants seniors and
retired military in Howard County to have full advantage of these options.

House Bill 898 enables this tax credit for owners of occupied property who are 65 or older and
have lived on their property for at least 40 years. This credit also is available to retired members
of the armed forces of the United States, who are at least 65 years of age.

Kittleman has discussed this issue with Howard County State Senator Gail Bates and fully
supports state legislation she plans to introduce to reduce the time homeowners must have lived
on their properties from 40 years to 25. This change would expand the number of seniors
eligible for this tax credit.

"This seems like a reasonable change, allowing many more seniors to take advantage of this,"
said Bates. "It's getting increasingly difficult for many older residents on fixed incomes to stay in
Howard County. We have to do what we can to fix this problem."

"These changes will make a tremendous difference for many older residents, allowing them to
stay in their homes," said Starr Sowers, Administrator of the Office on Aging and Independence.
"Most seniors want to remain in the homes where they have lived for decades. But many are on
fixed incomes and as their property taxes rise, they find they cannot afford it."

Kittleman, who created an Office of Veterans and Military Families within the Department of
Community Resources and Services, strongly advocates improved property tax credits for
retired military personnel living in Howard County.

"We're seeing more retired military, particularly from Ft. Meade and other area installations,
choosing to stay in or relocate to Howard County," said Kittleman. "Just as with our seniors, we

are committed to having support services and tax credits in place to allow these residents to
stay in the County if that's their desire."

"It's encouraging to see the County Executive's commitment to our veterans and military
families," said Lisa Terry, Administrator of the Office of Veterans and Military Families. "These
initiatives make a real difference in their quality of life and make Howard County an attractive
place for them to live."

Kittleman's tax credit bills will be prefiled with the County Council this Thursday. The Council will
have a public hearing on the bills November 21 and vote on them on December 5.
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Begin forwarded message:

From: james rogers <jcrog4200@hotmail.com>

Date: October 29, 2016 at 8:20:26 PM EDT
To: "Clay, Mary" <mclay@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: Tax Credits for property owners over 65

Hello Mary,

I would like to request that our Council support Mr Kittleman's plan to increase tax

credits and lower eligibility to age 65. This will be a major help for retirees in

Howard County. Our region, and entire state, is an expensive place to live. Pleae

help us to be able to retire near our families in Howard County.

Thank you very much,

James and Mary Rogers

8747 Teresa Ln

Scaggsville
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Action Items

Dear County Executive and Council Members,

Please see the attachment which the Howard County Citizens Association (HCCA) is asking you

to please consider to enable the Property Tax Credit Legislation.

Sincerely,

Stu Kohn
HCCA, President

Cc: HCCA Board Members
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Date: October 27, 2016

Subject: Maryland Enacted House Bill 898, 2016 Legislative Session, "Property Tax Credit -

Elderly Individuals and Veterans" (HB898)

To: Chairman Dr Calvin Ball, Howard County Council

Jen Terresa, Howard County Council

Paul Verchinski of the Howard County Citizens Association (HCCA) Board met with you on
September 6th regarding the above referenced Subject. HB898 provides state enabling

legislation for Howard County to enact its own property tax credit for the elderly and
veterans. The HCCA Board unanimously endorsed HB898 suggestions made to you by Paul

Verchinski at our Board meeting on October 18.

To reiterate, the suggestions were as follows:

1. Provide a 20% property tax credit for a period of 5 years for all residents that are 65 or
older and have lived in the same dwelling for at least the last 40 years, and
2. Provide a 20% property tax credit for a period of 5 years for veterans that are 65 or older

and have lived in the same dwelling for at least the last 10 years.

As you know, the cost of living is very high in Howard County and retirees typically
experience a 50%+ cut in their income when they retire. This will aid retirees and veterans

financially. Retirees who have paid Howard County property taxes for 40+ years have paid
at an average minimum of approximately $100,000 to $200,000+ during this period.

If you desire, HCCA would assist you in developing this needed legislation.

Sincerely,

StuKohn
HCCA, President

ec: County Council - Greg Fox, Jon Weinstein, Mary Kay Sigaty
County Executive Allan Kittleman


