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Sayers, Margery

From: Rigby, Christiana
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 6:16 PM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Support for CB33-2020

From: Michelle Lee <michelleklassenlee@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 5:05 PM
To: Rigby, Christians <crigby@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: Support for CB33-2020

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Hi Councilwoman,

I'd like to express my support for the CB33-2020, Rental Protection and Stability Act.

My husband and I live in an apartment in Kings Contrivance. We are expecting our first child this summer and have both

had jobs affected by the State-wide Covid shutdown. A rent increase would be a huge strain on my family, especially

since we are not easily able to find a new apartment in this time of social distancing.

We'd love to be able to stay in the County!

Thank you for your support of this legislation!

Thanks,

Michelle Klassen Lee

Applied Digital Insights, LLC
7372 Eden Brook Drive #515
Columbia, MD



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Diane

Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 5:28 PM
To: Sayers, Margery; Respass, Charity

Subject: FW: CB 33-2020
Attachments: CB 33-2020 Letter 2020-05-04.pdf

Testimony on CB33.

From: Peter Engel <pengel@househoward.org>

Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 4:55 PM
To: Jung, Deb <djung@howardcountymd.gov>; Walsh, Elizabeth <ewalsh@howardcountymd.gov>; Rigby, Christiana

<crigby@howardcountymd.gov>

Cc: Jones, Diane <dijones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB 33-2020

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Please accept this letter from the Housing Commission regarding CB 33-2020. Thank you all very much for your efforts

on behalf of renters in Howard County. I would be happy to discuss these comments or the bill more generally.

Peter Engel



HOUSE HOWARD
Howard County Housing Commission

Quality. Inclusive. Affordable.

May 5,2020

Ms. DebJung, Chairperson

Ms. Elizabeth Walsh, Vice Chairperson

Ms. Christiana Rigby, Council Member

Howard County Council

George Howard Building

3430 Court House Drive

Ellicott City, MD 21043

Re: CB 33-2020

Dear Chairperson Jung and Council Members Walsh and Rigby:

I am writing on behalf of the Howard County Housing Commission in connection with

Council Bill 33-2020. The Commission very much appreciates the bill's intent to assist

renters during this unprecedented public health emergency and we thank you for the

opportunity to present this letter.

The County is experiencing health and economic issues that have not been seen in our

time. The pace of unemployment both nationally and locally has never been

experienced and the depth of job losses rivals the great depression. Nationally, over 30

million new unemployment claims have been filed since March 14th. In the week prior

to March 14th, Howard County had 60 new unemployment claims. Since March 14th,

Howard County has seen 18,479 new claims or an average of 2,640 new claims per

week. While a number of ameliorative measures have been taken, there is clearly more

to be done in order to assist Howard County residents in weathering the crisis.

While we don't yet know what May rental collections will be, the unemployment

numbers alone are a cause of real concern. The federal CARES Act does provide

increased unemployment benefits, however, it appears that to date, that funding has

not been provided to many households. And it remains to be seen whether the

unemployment assistance will be adequate in breadth or depth to allow families to pay

their full rent. Many renters in Howard County were stretching to pay housing costs

prior to the pandemic, with 47% being "rent burdened/' according to census data from

2013 to 2017.
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The Commission believes that the best approach to helping renters who may be

experiencing hardships due to the pandemic is a robust rental assistance program.

Without rental assistance, tenants will build up balances that they will have trouble

paying even after they go back to work. Without rental assistance property owners will

not collect the rent that is used to pay staff, utilities. County taxes, and the debt on the

property. Without rental assistance, banks will foreclose on properties, creating chaos

in the system and reducing future lending for badly needed housing. The County is

developing a plan for rental assistance that could provide some relief and the

Commission is part of several groups that are lobbying at the State level for a well-

funded program. Others are working at the national level to include $100 billion of

rental assistance funding in a proposed "next" federal coronavirus package.

CB 33-2020 is seeking to protect renters from rent increases that they cannot afford.

While the Commission applauds the intent of the bill, we believe that there are areas

that need to be clarified and amended so as to make it more effective.

First, the bill should not apply to all renters, but rather to renters who can demonstrate

financial hardship due to pandemic related health or economic issues. While there are

unlikely to be substantial increases in rents in the near future given market conditions,

we think that prohibiting rent increases for those who can pay will create an unintended

benefit. While no one likes to have their rent raised, increases are often necessary for

owners to keep up with rising utility costs. County property taxes, and other expenses.

Second, the bill applies to emergencies beyond the current crisis. While it may be that

some emergencies do call for measures such as those in CB 33-2020, others may not.

We believe that the bill should apply only to the current situation.

Third, section (B)(3) of the bill, which prohibits the termination of a lease, is too broad

and lasts too long. We think that in lieu of this provision, the bill should require the

renewal of expiring leases unless there is cause for termination. Currently, eviction

actions are not being heard by the Courts so that in the event of a termination, tenants

can remain in place, however there are many situations that call for termination.

Tenants who create life/safety hazards or who can pay the rent but simply choose not

do so should be terminated. Additionally, the prohibition should be lifted within 45 days

of the end of the state of emergency. Termination is an unfortunate, but necessary part

of running any property and the three-month period is simply too long.

Finally, the Commission and many other property owners are subject to numerous local,

state, and federal restrictions on the operation of housing. Some of these restrictions

come from the sources used to buy or develop the property. Other new requirements

are in the CARES Act. CB 33-2020 should be amended to ensure that such existing

requirements take precedence in the event of conflicts.



Thank you again for your interest in assisting renters and rental housing during the

COVID-19 pandemic. It is likely that the economic impact of the virus will last for an

extended period, and government action is necessary. We look forward to working with

you on this and other legislation regarding housing affordability as we move ahead.

Sincerely,

Peter Engel
Executive Director

ec: Diane Jones, Administrator, Howard County Council



Sayers, Margery

From: M M <matthewmolyett@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, April 25, 2020 7:44 PM
To: Walsh, Elizabeth

Cc: CouncilMail

Subject: Emergency legislation: renter support -J

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Council member Walsh,

Good job looking out for rental tenants. From my experience, those renting property don't always look out for the best

interests of their tenants. I'm glad you and the Council are protecting our neighbors who are not covered by mortgage

protection.

Council, please pass these protection measures.

Thank you,

Matthew Molyett
443-598-2441



Sayers, Margery

From: Walsh, Elizabeth

Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 12:50 PM
To: Cynthia; CouncilMail
Cc: Dvorak, Nicole

Subject: RE: Rent increases for Howard County

We are! Inspired by that Montgomery County bill, just yesterday Council Chair Deb Jung and I pre-filed CB-33 which will
do the same thing here! If you know of particular instances where landlords have attempted to increase rents or

otherwise change lease terms during this State of Emergency, would you please share them with us? On the other hand,

if you know of landlords that are doing their best to help their tenants through this, we'd like to hear about them, too.

Here's a summary of the Howard County bill, with a link to CB-33 itself:

https://apps.howardcountvmd.gov/olis/PrintSummary.aspx?LegislationlD=12504. You can send in your note of support

to this same address if you support it, and please let others know it's there to help them!

Thank you so much for your perfectly timed note, Ms. Fogg!

Liz Walsh, Council Member
Howard County Council
Serving District 1: Ellicott City, Dorsey's Search, Elkridge & Hanover

3430 Court House Drive
Ellicott City. MD 21043
410.313.2001

From: Cynthia <cfogg75@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 12:19 PM
To: CouncilMail <CouncilMail@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: Rent increases for Howard County

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Good morning,

Wanted to know if the council is doing something similar to Montgomery County rent freeze doing this Pandemic. Also

what is being done to stop landlords for increasing our rent at all during this pandemic where most of us are

unemployed and having hardships. Please get back to me ASAP. Seems like MOCO is on the right track and hopefully we

can be as well.

Thank you.

Cynthia Fogg
10945 Price Manor Way



Laurel, Md 20723

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone


