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2 Section 1. Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard

3 County Code is amended as follows:

4 By amending:

5 Title 22. "General Provisions "

6 Subtitle 2. "Howard County Public Ethics Law "

7 Section 22.203. "Administration"

8

9 Title 22 General Provisions

10 Subtitle 2. Howard County Public Ethics Law

11 Sec. 22.203. Administration.

12 (a) There is a Howard County Ethics Commission that consists of five members, appointed by

13 the County Executive with the concurrence of the County Council.

14 (b) In addition to the qualifications set forth for board and commission members generally in

15 title 6, subtitle 3 of this Code, members of the Ethics Commission shall not:

16 (1) Serve more than two consecutive terms;

17 (2) Hold or be a candidate for any elected or appointed Office of the United States, the

18 State, any political subdivision or incorporated municipality of the State, or of any

19 political party;

20 (3) Be an employee of the County or of any political party; [[and]]

21 (4) Be otherwise required to file a lobbying registration pursuant this subtitle [[.]]; ANB

22 (5) SERVE ON ANY OTHER HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OR COMMISSIONr ;AND

23 (6} SERVE IN A LEADERSHIP ROLE ON A POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE (PAQ OR SUPER

24 PAC REGISTERED IN MARYLAND.

25 (c) (1) The Commission shall elect a chairman from among its members.

26 (2) The term of the chairman is one year.

27 (3) The chairman may be reelected.
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1 (d) A majority vote of the Commission shall consist of three or more votes. A quorum consists

2 of three members present.

3 (e) (1) The County Solicitor shall assist the commission in carrying out the Commission's duties;

4 (2) If a conflict of interest under section 22.204 of this subtitle or other conflict prohibits

5 the County Solicitor from assisting the Commission in a matter, the County shall

6 provide sufficient funds for the Commission to hire independent counsel for the

7 duration of the conflict.

8 (f) The County Solicitor shall designate an Executive Secretary who shall attend all meetings.

9 (g) The Commission is the advisory body responsible for interpreting this subtitle and advising

10 persons subject to this subtitle regarding its application.

11 (h) The Commission shall hear and decide, with the advice of the County Solicitor or other

12 legal counsel if appropriate, all complaints filed regarding alleged violations of this subtitle

13 by any person.

14 (i) The Commission shall keep on file the minutes of its proceedings in accordance with State

15 of Maryland's Open Meetings Act. The Commission, or an office designated by the

16 Commission, shall retain as a public record all forms submitted by any person under this

17 subtitle for the longer of:

18 (1) Four years after receipt; or

19 (2) If the person is an elected official, the entirety of the person's term.

20 (j) The Commission shall conduct a public information and education program regarding the

21 purpose and implementation of this subtitle.

22 (k) On or before October 1 of each year, the Commission shall:

23 (1) Certify to the state ethics commission that the County is in compliance with the

24 requirements of the General Provisions Article, title 5, subtitle 8 of the Annotated Code

25 of Maryland for Elected Local Officials; and

26 (2) Submit to the local governing body a report on the administration of the Public Ethics

27 laws by the Commission in compliance with the requirements of the General

28 Provisions Article, title 5, subtitle 8 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
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1 (1) The Commission shall:

2 (1) Determine if changes to this subtitle are required to be in compliance with the

3 requirements of the General Provisions Article, title 5, subtitle 8, of the Annotated

4 Code of Maryland; and

5 (2) Forward any recommended changes and amendments to the County Council for

6 enactment.

7 (1) The Commission shall:

8 (1) Determine if changes to this subtitle are required to be in compliance with the

9 requirements of the State Government Article, title 15, subtitle 8, of the Annotated

10 Code of Maryland; and

11 (2) Forward any recommended changes and amendments to the County Council for

12 enactment.

13 (m) (1) Any person subject to this subtitle may request an advisory opinion from the

14 Commission concerning the application of this subtitle.

15 (2) The Commission shall respond promptly to a request for an advisory opinion and shall

16 provide interpretations of this subtitle based on the facts provided or reasonably

17 available to the Commission within 60 days of the request.

18 (3) In accordance with all applicable State and County laws regarding public records, the

19 Commission shall publish or otherwise make available to the public copies of the

20 advisory opinions, with the identities of the subjects deleted.

21 (4) The Commission may adopt additional policies and procedures related to the advisory

22 opinion request process.

23 (n) (1) Any person may file a complaint with the Commission alleging a violation of any of the

24 provisions of this subtitle.

25 (2) A complaint shall be in writing and under oath; and

26 (3) The Commission may refer a complaint to the County Solicitor, or other legal counsel

27 if appropriate, for investigation and review.



1 (4) The Commission may reject without further proceedings any complaint which it deems

2 to be plainly frivolous or which, assuming the facts alleged were true, does not state a

3 violation of this subtitle.

4 (5) The Commission may dismiss a complaint if, after receiving an investigative report,

5 the Commission determines that there are insufficient facts upon which to base a

6 determination of a violation.

7 (6) If there is a reasonable basis for believing a violation has occurred, the subject of the

8 complaint shall be given an opportunity for a hearing conducted in accordance with the

9 applicable County Rules of Procedure.

10 (7) A final determination of a violation resulting from the hearing shall include findings of

11 fact and conclusions of law.

12 (8) Upon finding a violation, the Commission may take any enforcement action provided

13 for in section 22.208 of this subtitle.

14 (9) (i) After a complaint is filed and until a final finding of a violation by the Commission,

15 all actions regarding a complaint are confidential.

16 (ii) A finding of a violation is public information.

17 (10) The Commission may adopt additional policies and procedures related to complaints,

18 complaint hearings, the use of independent investigators and staff, the use of witness

19 and document subpoenas, and cure and settlement agreements.

20 (o) The Commission may grant exemptions to or modifications of the conflict of interest and

21 financial disclosure provisions of this subtitle to officials or employees serving as members

22 of County boards and commissions, when the Commission finds that the exemption or

23 modification would not be contrary to the purposes of this subtitle, and the application of

24 this subtitle would:

25 (1) Constitute an unreasonable invasion of privacy; and

26 (2) Significantly reduce the availability of qualified persons for public service.

27 (p) The Commission may:



1 (1) Assess a late fee of $2.00 per day up to a maximum of $250.00 for a failure to timely

2 file a financial disclosure statement required under section 22.206 of this subtitle; and

3 (2) Assess a late fee of $ 10.00 per day up to a maximum of $250.00 for a failure to file a

4 timely lobbyist registration or lobbyist report required under section 22.207 of this

5 subtitle.

6 (q) (1) The Executive Secretary or a designee, on behalf of the Commission, may issue

7 subpoenas:

8 (i) For the attendance of witnesses to testify; or

9 (ii) To produce documents and other evidence relevant and necessary to the

10 administration and enforcement of this subtitle.

11 (2) A subpoena shall be served by hand-delivering or mailing by certified mail a copy

12 either to the person named or to an agent authorized by appointment or by law to

13 receive service for the person named.

14 (3) A subpoena may be judicially enforced.

15

16

17 Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that this Act

18 shall become effective 61 days after its enactment.
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Amendment 1 to Council Bill No. 6 - 2026

BY: Christiana Rigby Legislative Day 2
Date: February 2, 2026

Amendment No. 1

(This Amendment adds individuals in leadership roles in political action committees (PACs) or

Super PACs registered in Maryland to the prohibition for members of the Howard County Ethics

Commission)

1 On the title page, in line 2 of the title, after "Commissions" insert the following "or individuals

2 in leadership roles on a political action committee or Super PAC registered in Maryland,"

3 On page 1, in line 21, strike"AND"

4 On page 1, in line 22, strike the "period" and substitute "; AND"

5 On page 1, immediately after line 22, insert the following:

6 "("6) SERVEIN A LEADERSHIZROLE ONAPOLITICALACTION COMMITTEE (PAQ OR SUPER PAC

7 REGISTERED IN MARYLAND.".

I certify that this a true copy of
^,v, \ A.- c ''-L- " -; -'"•/ LL

passed on _\- A^_> '.\.-^ '^' J^:'

_\^L,^,,V >.AU- ^>.-|
Council Administrator
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2 Section 1. Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard

3 County Code is amended as follows:

4 By amending:

5 Title 22. "General Provisions "

6 Subtitle 2. "Howard County fublic Ethics Law "

7 Section 22.203. "Acfiinistration"

8 I
9 Title 22 Genfral Provisions

10 Subtitle 2. Howard glbunty Public Ethics Law

11 Sec. 22.203. Administration.

12 (a) There is a Howard County Ethics Coijp'nission that consists of five members, appointed by

13 the County Executive with the conc^rence of the County Council.

14 (b) In addition to the qualifications se^brth for board and commission members generally in

15 title 6, subtitle 3 of this Code, members of the Ethics Commission shall not:

16 (1) Serve more than two cons^itive terms;

17 (2) Hold or be a candidate fc^any elected or appointed Office of the United States, the

18 State, any political subcyision or incorporated municipality of the State, or of any

19 political party;

20 (3) Be an employee of t\f County or of any political party; [[and]]

21 (4) Be otherwise requi^|i to file a lobbying registration pursuant this subtitle[[.]]; AND

22 (5) SERVE ON ANY OTfER HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OR COMMISSION.

23 (c) (1) The Commission §|Fall elect a chairman from among its members.

24 (2) The term of the chairman is one year.

25 (3) The chairman may be reelected.

26 (d) A majority vote of the Commission shall consist of three or more votes. A quorum consists

27 of three members present.
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1 (e) (1) The County Solicitor shall assist the commission in carrying out the Commission's duties;

2 (2) If a conflict of interest under section 22.204 of this subtitle or ottygr conflict prohibits

3 the County Solicitor from assisting the Commission in a mattg|rthe County shall

4 provide sufficient funds for the Commission to hire indepe^ent counsel for the

5 duration of the conflict.

6 (!) The County Solicitor shall designate an Executive Secret^ who shall attend all meetings.

7 (g) The Commission is the advisory body responsible forj|R:erpreting this subtitle and advising

8 persons subject to this subtitle regarding its applicat

9 (h) The Commission shall hear and decide, with the ^fvice of the County Solicitor or other

10 legal counsel if appropriate, all complaints filecgFegarding alleged violations of this subtitle

11 by any person.

12 (i) The Commission shall keep on file the mm|?es of its proceedings in accordance with State

13 of Maryland's Open Meetings Act. The CHhmission, or an office designated by the

14 Commission, shall retain as a public req|ld all forms submitted by any person under this

15 subtitle for the longer of:

16 (1) Four years after receipt; or

17 (2) If the person is an elected offiRial, the entirety of the person's term.

18 (j) The Commission shall conduct ^public information and education program regarding the

19 purpose and implementation (^this subtitle.

20 (k) On or before October 1 of e^E;h year, the Commission shall:

21 (1) Certify to the state ejfics commission that the County is in compliance with the

22 requirements oftfypGreneral Provisions Article, title 5, subtitle 8 of the Annotated Code

23 of Maryland for.JRected Local Officials; and

24 (2) Submit to thejjBcal governing body a report on the administration of the Public Ethics

25 laws by th^Pommission in compliance with the requirements of the General

26 ProvisionlfArticle, title 5, subtitle 8 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

27 (1) The Commission shall:



1 (1) Determine if changes to this subtitle are required to be in compliance with the

2 requirements of the General Provisions ^fticle, title 5, subtitle 8, of the Annotated

3 Code of Maryland; and

4 (2) Forward any recommended changes fid amendments to the County Council for

5 enactment.

6 (1) The Commission shall:

7 (1) Determine if changes to this sub|pe are required to be in compliance with the

8 requirements of the State Gover|hent Article, title 15, subtitle 8, of the Annotated

9 Code of Maryland; and

10 (2) Forward any recommended ch|hges and amendments to the County Council for

11 enactment.

12 (m) (1) Any person subject to this subtjpe may request an advisory opinion from the

13 Commission concerning the applglation of this subtitle.

14 (2) The Commission shall resp||id promptly to a request for an advisory opinion and shall

15 provide interpretations of t||s subtitle based on the facts provided or reasonably

16 available to the Commissi^i within 60 days of the request.

17 (3) In accordance with all apg|lcable State and County laws regarding public records, the

18 Commission shall publisl^)r otherwise make available to the public copies of the

19 advisory opinions, with t|b identities of the subjects deleted.

20 (4) The Commission may a<^ipt additional policies and procedures related to the advisory

21 opinion request process |

22 (n) (1) Any person may file a cor^)laint with the Commission alleging a violation of any of the

23 provisions of this subtitle.

24 (2) A complaint shall be ^writing and under oath; and

25 (3) The Commission may refer a complaint to the County Solicitor, or other legal counsel

26 if appropriate, for investigation and review.



1 (4) The Commission may reject without further proceedings an^omplaint which it deems

2 to be plainly frivolous or which, assuming the facts allege^vere true, does not state a

3 violation of this subtitle.

4 (5) The Commission may dismiss a complaint if, after rHeiving an investigative report,

5 the Commission determines that there are insuffic^it facts upon which to base a

6 determination of a violation.

7 (6) If there is a reasonable basis for believing a y|Uation has occurred, the subject of the

8 complaint shall be given an opportunity fo^ hearing conducted in accordance with the

9 applicable County Rules of Procedure.

10 (7) A final determination of a violation resetting from the hearing shall include findings of

11 fact and conclusions of law.

12 (8) Upon finding a violation, the Comr^ssion may take any enforcement action provided

13 for in section 22.208 of this subtil

14 (9) (i) After a complaint is filed and i|Stil a final finding of a violation by the Commission,

15 all actions regarding a complai|p: are confidential.

16 (ii) A finding of a violation^ public information.

17 (10) The Commission may adogJFadditional policies and procedures related to complaints,

18 complaint hearings, the u|| of independent investigators and staff, the use of witness

19 and document subpoena||and cure and settlement agreements.

20 (o) The Commission may grant^cemptions to or modifications of the conflict of interest and

21 financial disclosure provisos of this subtitle to officials or employees serving as members

22 of County boards and con^iissions, when the Commission finds that the exemption or

23 modification would not y contrary to the purposes of this subtitle, and the application of

24 this subtitle would:

25 (1) Constitute an ij^feasonable invasion of privacy; and

26 (2) Significantly reduce the availability of qualified persons for public service.

27 (p) The Commission may:
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2
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8
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18
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(1) Assess a late fee of $2.00 per day up to a maximum of $250.00 for a failure to timely

file a financial disclosure statement required under section 22.206 of this subtitle; and

(2) Assess a late fee of $ 10.f per day up to a maximum of $250.00 for a failure to file a

timely lobbyist registratgn or lobbyist report required under section 22.207 of this

subtitle.

(q) (1) The Executive Secretary designee, on behalf of the Commission, may issue

subpoenas:

(i) For the attendance H witnesses to testify; or

(ii) To produce documd|ts and other evidence relevant and necessary to the

administration and fllforcement of this subtitle.

(2) A subpoena shall be serv|| by hand-delivering or mailing by certified mail a copy

either to the person name^or to an agent authorized by appointment or by law to

receive service for the per||n named.

(3) A subpoena may be judicially enforced.

Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted bj^ie County Council of Howard County, Maryland that this Act

shall become effective 61 days after its erKffment.



BY THE COUNCIL

This B(IL having been approved by the Executive and returned to the Council, stands enacted on
k':r'^',1,'" !, •1" _,2026., , s

UM^-^^ ^\L>">'J
Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been passed by the yeas and nays oftwo-thirds of the members of the Council notwithstanding the
objections of the Executive, stands enacted on _, 2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having received neither the approval nor the disapproval of the Executive within ten days of its
presentation, stands enacted on _,2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, not having been considered on final reading within the time required by Charter, stands failed for want of
consideration on , 2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been disapproved by the Executive and having failed on passage upon consideration by the

Council stands failed on _,2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, the withdrawal of which received a vote oftwo-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Council, is withdrawn
from further consideration on _ ,2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council


