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From: Ryan Powers <rpowerz115@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, January 2, 2026 5:26 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: HCCA Virtual Discussion for CB7 and CR24: soliciting council comments

WARNING!!!  
This email originated from someone outside of Howard County  

***DO NOT CLICK LINKS OR OPEN ATTACHMENTS***  
unless you recognize the sender and know for sure that the content is safe 

Dear Council Members, 

The Howard County Citizens Association is hosting a virtual discussion of CB7 and CR24 with the 
invitation titled " Discussion of free-speech restrictions of Council members and Board of Appeals 
alterations" on Jan. 5th @ 7:30.  I didn't intentionally schedule this discussion during the Council 
session, and am inviting you to comment on the intention of CB7-2026  and CR24-2026 or any other 
statement you would like me to pass on/read.  If you intend to make remarks at your Jan 5th meeting, I 
can also direct people to watch after it is posted.    

While I have personal viewpoints on these bills and will be the main facilitator, HCCA's intention is to 
listen to all community members and formulate community action to offer improvements (if any) to 
CB7/CR24, which hopefully you will hear during the public hearing Jan 20th. 

I look forward to your responses.  For full context, below is the message I have sent out with the invitation 
to the discussion. 

Thank you, 

Ryan Powers, HCCA board member 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Ryan Powers <rpowerz115@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Jan 1, 2026 at 12:33 PM 
Subject: Invite: Discussion of free-speech restrictions of Council members and Board of Appeals 
alternations 
To: <howard-citizen@googlegroups.com> 

Hi HoCo, 

(A flyer for a Howard County Citizens Association Virtual Discussion) 
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I don't need to tell you there are issues at the Board of Appeals that need to be resolved.  However, 
unless we act together, nothing will be done.  The Howard County Citizens Association is sponsoring a 
virtual discussion meeting on CB7 and CR24.  While CR24 expands the number of Board of Appeals 
members to seven, it does nothing to substantially change the issues many of you have.  HCCA is hosting 
this meeting in order for residents to discuss their issues and concerns and propose 
amendments.  Hopefully, we can agree on one or two that everyone can get behind and testify for. 
 
 CB7 limits free speech of Council members.  While the intention is to protect various boards (like the 
Board of Appeals) from political interference, the bill's language could result in a situation in which 
council members are barred from responding to resident concerns and acting on behalf of their 
constituents.  Ultimately, this bill is a anti-democratic in practice since this would result in no 
representation at all in matters crucial to the county. 
 
Please RSVP here for a Monday, January 5th virtual meeting @ 
7:30. https://forms.gle/eVsDbeTCwgN1zuKXA   The deadline is Sat, January 3rd,  when the Google Meet 
invitation/link will be sent out.  There is also space to put your thoughts and what you want addressed at 
the meeting.  I've also attached the flyer if you know any neighbor or resident who might be interested. 
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Happy New Year!, 
 
Ryan Powers, HCCA board member 
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