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From: Alex Andelsman <AAndelsman@marylandbuilders.org>
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 3:52 PM
To: CouncilMail
Cc: Rigby, Christiana; Jones, Opel; CouncilDistrict1@howardcountymd.gov; Yungmann, David; 

CouncilDistrict4@howardcountymd.gov
Subject: MBIA Letter of Support with Amendments CR19-2026
Attachments: MBIA Letter of Support with Amendments CR19-2026.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

WARNING!!!  
This email originated from someone outside of Howard County  

***DO NOT CLICK LINKS OR OPEN ATTACHMENTS***  
unless you recognize the sender and know for sure that the content is safe 

Good Afternoon, 

Please accept the attached as MBIA's letter of support with amendments for CR19-2026. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Best, 

Alex Andelsman 
Government Affairs Manager 
aandelsman@marylandbuilders.org 
Maryland Building Industry Association 
11825 W. Market Place 
Fulton, MD 20759 
Office: 301-476-4136 
Mobile: 301-461-2384 



 
 

January 20th, 2026 
 

The Honorable Opel Jones 

Howard County Council Chair 

3430 Court House Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 

 

RE: Letter of Support with Amendments CR19-2026 Adopting Comprehensive Revision – 

Landscape Manual 

 

Dear Council Chair Jones,  

 

The Maryland Building Industry Association, representing 100,000 employees statewide with a strong 

presence in Howard County, appreciates the opportunity to participate in the discussion surrounding 

CR19-2026 Adopting Comprehensive Revision – Landscape Manual.   

 

While we support the passage of the updated Landscape Manual, we would like the Council to consider 

amending Chapter 2 of the manual to continue allowing civil engineers to approve plans. Civil engineers 

have successfully prepared and sealed landscape plans as part of subdivision and site development plans 

in Howard County for many decades now with no issues. There has been no record of safety issues or 

environmental harm resulting from landscape plans prepared by civil engineers. This is simply a 

duplicative regulatory hurdle by requiring an additional licensed professional to review plans without 

getting rid of any existing review or approval steps. Civil engineers are licensed professionals in the State 

of Maryland who design grading, stormwater management, utilities, and site layouts. Their work directly 

determines whether landscape plans are compliant with County code. MBIA believes that this makes the 

need for a licensed landscape architect unnecessary.  

 

The housing report released by Comptroller Brooke Lierman states that regulation accounts for 25% of 

the total cost of a new home, and Maryland is the 6th most regulated state for housing development. 

Added regulations, such as requiring licensed landscape architects to approve plans, are exactly what the 

Comptroller is trying to address in her report. Unless there is a clear issue or threat to safety, we should 

not be adding more hurdles to building homes. Requiring a licensed landscape architect to sign off on 

plans adds additional consultant fees, coordination time and increased plan revisions and resubmittals. 

These costs cannot be absorbed by builders and will be passed directly on to homebuyers. The State of 

Maryland is already in a housing crisis and adding more regulatory hurdles will continue to make housing 

unaffordable. 

 

For these reasons, MBIA respectfully requests the Council to amend CR19-2026 Adopting 

Comprehensive Revision – Landscape Manual. For more information about our position, please 

contact Alex Andelsman at 301-461-2384 or aandelsman@marylandbuilders.org. 

 

Cc: Members of the Howard County Council 

https://www.marylandcomptroller.gov/content/dam/mdcomp/md/media/2025/10-16-2025-maryland-comptroller-releases-report-on-housing-and-the-economy.pdf
mailto:aandelsman@marylandbuilders.org
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From: Samer Alomer <salomer@mba-eng.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 2:36 PM
To: CouncilMail
Cc: MBA
Subject: Testimony in Opposition to CR19-2026 – Landscape Architect Signature Requirement

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

WARNING!!!  
This email originated from someone outside of Howard County  

***DO NOT CLICK LINKS OR OPEN ATTACHMENTS***  
unless you recognize the sender and know for sure that the content is safe 

My name is Samer Alomer, and I am a small business owner working in land development and site design 
within the County. 

While I support updating and modernizing the Landscape Manual, I strongly oppose the proposed 
requirement in CR19-2026 that landscape plans be signed by a licensed landscape architect.  

For most development projects, landscape design is a straightforward, code-driven task. On a typical 
plan submission, landscape-related comments account for approximately 2–5 comments out of 100–
200 total review comments. The Landscape Manual is already clear and prescriptive, and compliance is 
routinely achieved without the need for a licensed landscape architect. 

In my office, landscape plans are prepared by a highly experienced landscape designer with over 25 
years of professional experience, a model that is common among small firms throughout the County 
and has consistently produced approvable, compliant plans. 

This new requirement would reduce the competitiveness of small businesses, limit market 
participation, and increase project costs, costs that will ultimately be passed on to homebuyers and 
renters. At a time when Maryland is facing a significant housing shortage, adding unnecessary regulatory 
barriers directly undermines efforts to deliver more housing at attainable prices. 

The County already has strong safeguards in place through DPZ’s comprehensive plan review process, 
which ensures that landscape plans meet all applicable standards. The current system is working. 

For these reasons, I respectfully request that the licensed landscape architect signature requirement be 
removed from CR19-2026. 

Thank you for your consideration.. 
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Sam Alomer, P.E. 
Mildenberg, Boender & Assoc., Inc. 
8318 Forrest Street – Suite 300 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
410-997-0296 
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January 26, 2026 

George Howard Building 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
 
RE: CR19-2026 
 

Members of the County Council, 

The Howard County Sierra Club is in support of passing CR19-2026 adopting a comprehensive 
revision of the Howard County Landscape Manual. This comprehensive revision has included the 
input from many organizations that have made important recommendations to benefit wildlife and 
the environment.  

Requirements for native plants and biodiversity are extremely important for supporting wildlife and 
contributing to better stormwater management. Native plants are also more resilient and require 
less resources to maintain with regard to water and pesticide use. 

Equally important, this plan addresses the restriction of planting invasive plants. Invasive plants can 
spread into wild areas and crowd out native species. These plants can incur high costs to remove 
them from wild areas or other neighboring properties where they are not wanted. Using “Invasive 
Species of Concern in Maryland” by the Maryland Invasive Species Council as a reference to 
determinate if a plant is invasive should serve as a comprehensive guide to keep invasive plants 
from being planted in the County. The Maryland Department of the Environment’s website 
“Maryland Invasive Plants Prevention and Control” lists far fewer plants as invasive and should be 
considered a secondary reference until such time that more species are evaluated and added to the 
list. These additional evaluations will be upcoming as they were set into place by Senate Bill 915 
passed on June 1, 2024. 1 

We recommend that recommendations for the density of trees stay the same as the previous 
manual. Planting trees is extremely important for supporting wildlife, sequestering carbon, 
enhancing shade and privacy. The tree planting recommendations should not be decreased from 
the previous version. It is important to be sure that this issue is addressed. 

 
1 https://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/pages/maryland_invasive_plants_prevention_and_control.aspx 
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There was no requirement within the manual for street trees to be native plants. The Sierra Club 
strongly supports the addition of this requirement. There was a reference in the manual to a 
separate list of recommended street trees that would be used. This list should be made up only of 
native trees. 

We respectfully ask you to strengthen the requirements for native plants, either through 
amendments to the manual, or by policy changes which update the lists of recommended plants. 

 
Carolyn Parsa, Chair   
Howard County Sierra Club 
carolyn.parsa@mdsierra.org            
 
 

 
 

mailto:carolyn.parsa@mdsierra.org




   

.  
Terrell A. Fisher, P.E., L.S.; Founder, Co-Chairman Emeritus 
Earl D. Collins, P.E.; Founder, Co-Chairman Emeritus 

Charles J. Crovo, Sr. P.E, L.S.; Emeritus Member 

Paul W. Kriebel, P.E.; Emeritus Member 

Mark L. Robel, P.L.S.; Emeritus Member 

 

Frank J. Manalansan II, L.S.; President 

Michael J. McCann; Chief Executive Officer 

Paul G. Cavanaugh, P.E; Senior Vice President, 

Engineering & Construction 

Robert E. Walker, P.L.S.; Director, Surveys 

Mitchell J. Kellman; Vice President, Zoning 
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FISHER, COLLINS    
& CARTER, INC. 
 
 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS 
and LAND SURVEYORS 

January 23, 2025 

 

The Honorable Opel Jones 

Howard County Council Chair 

3430 Court House Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 

 

RE:  Letter of Support with Amendments CR19-2026 Adopting Comprehensive Revision – 

Landscape Manual 

 

Dear Council Chair Jones, 

 

Fisher, Collins and Carter, Inc. (FCC), located and working in Howard County for our entire 48-year existence, 

appreciates the opportunity to participate in the discussion surrounding CR19-2026 Adopting Comprehensive 

Revision – Landscape Manual. 

 

While we generally support the passage of the updated Landscape Manual, we would like the Council to seriously 

consider amending Chapter 2 of the Manual to continue allowing Licensed Professionals (professional landscape 

architects, professional civil engineers, professional land surveyors; herein defined as “Licensed Professionals”), 

licensed by the State of Maryland to sign and seal landscape plans. Licensed Professionals, from our firm and almost 

every other firm working in Howard County, have successfully prepared and sealed landscape plans as part of 

subdivision and site development plans for many decades now with no issues. For this entire period of time, there 

has been no record of safety issues or environmental harm resulting from landscape plans prepared by any Licensed 

Professional, nor is there any demonstrated public benefit from this proposed and restrictive change. This is simply a 

duplicative regulatory hurdle by requiring an already allowed Licensed Professional to sign and seal plans, while 

removing the long-standing ability of other Licensed Professionals, without reducing and/or removing any existing 

review or approval steps. Furthermore, if the draft Manual were revised to include Licensed Professionals as we 

suggest, it does not in any way alter the requirement of said Licensed Professional to meet the technical 

requirements and the framework of the Landscape Manual. Licensed Professionals in the State of Maryland design 

grading, stormwater management, utilities, landscaping and site layouts, among many other items. Their work 

directly determines whether landscape plans are compliant with County Codes. As with the SWM Design Manual, 

the determination of professional qualification remains with the design professional certifying the plan. In our 

professional opinion, we believe that making this change to limit the ability to sign and seal landscape plans to only 

landscape architects will produce no public benefit, promotes only the use of one licensed professional over other 

Licensed Professionals who must remain active participants in the Howard County process, and is wholly 

unnecessary. 

 

We also recommend amendment to other portions of the Landscape Manual, as follows: 

 

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) 

ADUs should not be subject to Landscape Manual requirements as they are owner-initiated improvements on 

existing residential properties. Applying full or partial landscape plan requirements to ADU’s creates unnecessary 

cost and delay for individual property owners and is inconsistent with intent to allow ADU’s a streamlined, by–right 

use. 

 

Bee City Program 

Requiring plan notes referencing the Bee City Program adds unnecessary documentation to landscape plans and 

increases review burden. Pollinator-supportive planting is certainly valuable, but these notes are not essential to the 

core landscape plan and will be rendered obsolete when program requirements change. This requirement should be 

removed to maintain clarity and flexibility of the Manual. 
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Open Space Planting 

The new Manual references planting within open space areas, whereas the previous version did not explicitly 

include this. This change is unnecessary because open space should remain functional for recreation and community 

use, and mandatory internal tree shrub planting could limit usability for activities like sports, gatherings, or other 

flexible uses. Plantings should be optional and native plant requirements can apply only where plantings are 

provided consistent with the intent of supporting biodiversity, without restricting open space function, and with 

consideration to potential programming. 

 

Landscape Edges and SWM 

The new Manual adds a requirement for landscape edges around SWM facilities, whereas the previous Manual did 

not. This change is unnecessary because the perimeter planting of SWM areas is already regulated and reviewed by 

DED in conjunction with the SWM review. Duplicating these requirements in the Landscape Manual creates 

County-internal review conflicts, and also increases review burden unnecessarily.  

 

Easement Crossings 

The new Manual requires easements to cross landscape edges only perpendicularly whereas the prior Manual had no 

restriction. This change is unnecessary because easement placement is determined by the existing conditions, 

engineering, grading, and utility requirements, not landscape design. Forcing perpendicular crossing will conflict 

with site conditions, limit design flexibility, and create unnecessary review burden. Instead, the Manual should focus 

on ensuring that required plantings are not located inside of, or within a specified distance of, utility and/or drainage 

easements, without dictating the angle of crossing. 

 

ESD Facilities Reference 

The reference to “ESD Facilities” should be removed to avoid duplication of stormwater regulations already in 
place. 

 

In conclusion, the recent housing report released by Comptroller Brooke Lierman states that regulation accounts for 

25% of the total cost of a new home, and Maryland is the 6th most regulated state for housing development. Added 

regulations, such as the points described herein, are exactly what the Comptroller is trying to address in her report. 

Mandating that only a licensed landscape architect can sign and seal a landscape plan, when Licensed Professionals, 

including landscape architects, have had the ability to sign and seal these plans for decades does nothing but add 

layers of review complexity, increase consultant fees, increase coordination time, plan revisions and resubmissions. 

Unfortunately, homebuyers ultimately absorb these added costs. Unless there is a clear issue or threat to safety and 

there is a clear public benefit, which there is not in either case, we should not be adding more obstacles to 

responsibly building homes. The State of Maryland is already in a housing crisis and adding more regulatory hurdles 

will continue to make housing unaffordable. 

 

For these reasons, FCC respectfully requests the Council to amend CR19-2026 Adopting 

Comprehensive Revision – Landscape Manual. If you would like to discuss our positions in more detail, please 

contact Mike McCann at 410-461-2855 or mike.mccann@fcc-eng.com.   
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