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Short Title: ~ Emergency Appropriation — the Department of Public Works, the Department of
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Title: AN ACT making emergency appropriations pursuant to Section 610(b) of the Howard
County Charter and amending the Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance for Fiscal
Year 2026 in order to provide additional spending authority to the Department of Public
Works, the Department of General Services, the Department of Corrections and
NonDepartmental expenses for unanticipated expenses related to snow removal, for overtime
costs incurred by the Department of Corrections, and for SDAT billing; and declaring that
this Act is an Emergency Bill necessary to meet a public emergency affecting life, health

or property.
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By order

Michelle Harrod, Administrator

Having been posted and notice of time & place of hearing & title of Bill having been published according to Charter, the Bill was read for a

second time at a public hearing on , 2026.
By order
Michelle Harrod, Administrator
This Bill was read the third time on , 2026 and Passed __, Passed with amendments , Failed
By order
Michelle Harrod, Administrator
Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the County Executive for approval this ___day of ,2026at  a.m./p.m.
By order
Michelle Harrod, Administrator
Approved by the County Executive , 2026

Calvin Ball, County Executive
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indicates material deleted by amendment; Underlining indicates material added by amendment
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WHEREAS, Council Bill No. 36-2025 (CB36) is the Annual Budget and Appropriation
Ordinance of Howard County, Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) and contains the capital and operating
budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026; and

WHEREAS, costs for snow removal exceed the amount appropriated in the General Fund,
Contingency Reserve, the Department of Public Works and the Department of General Services,

and; and

WHEREAS, while the total deficit for snow removal is $1,083,715, savings in other arecas
has offset about $20,086 of the deficit; and

WHEREAS, accordingly approximately $1,863,629 is needed to fully cover the County’s

snow removal costs; and
WHEREAS, a Supplemental Appropriation Ordinance is currently pending to transfer
$1,000,000 of the $1,863,629 from the Contingency Reserve to the Department of Public Works

but more funding is needed in the amount of $863,629; and

WHEREAS, overtime costs in the Department of Corrections have exceeded the amount

appropriated in CB36 by approximately $600,000; and

WHEREAS, the State Department of Assessments and Taxation has corrected a billing

error and the County’s costs have increased by $236,371; and

WHEREAS, for all of these reasons, an additional $1,700,000 is needed from available
debt service in the FY26 budget; and

WHEREAS, there is $1,700,000 in debt service available due to debt service savings; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 610(b) of the Howard County Charter, this Emergency
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Bill is necessary to meet a public emergency affecting life, health or property.

NOW, THEREFORE,

Section 1. Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the following

emergency appropriation in the amount of $1,700,000 in debt service funds are authorized and

approved for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026, as shown below:
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Recipient Funds:

Recipient Account:

Department of Public Works: Highways Maintenance
1000000000-3100-3122000000-999999999999999999999900

FY26 Appropriation before transfer $20,779,289

Plus transfer from Debt Service $63.629

FY26 Appropriation after transfer $20,842,918
Department of General Services: Operations & Maintenance
1000000000-3300-3320000000-999999999999999999999900

FY26 Appropriation before transfer $23,249,322

Plus transfer from Debt Service $800,000

FY26 Appropriation after transfer $24,049,322
Department of Corrections
1000000000-1600-1600000000-999999999999999999999900

FY26 Appropriation before transfer $25,629,610

Plus transfer from Debt Service $600.000

FY26 Appropriation after transfer $26,229,610

Non Departmental Expenses
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9000000000-9000-9000000000-999999999999999999999900

FY26 Appropriation before transfer $117,164,835
Plus transfer from Debt Service $236,371
FY26 Appropriation after transfer $117,401,206

Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted that the Debt Service total for Fiscal Year 2026 is
amended to be $143,318,220 and, in the current expense budget attached to Council Bill No. 36-
2025 or incorporated by reference, all subtotals, totals, and other calculated figures shall be

adjusted, as needed, to accommodate this Act.

Section 3. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that
this Act is adopted as an emergency measure to address an immediate public emergency
affecting life, health or property and having been passed by two-thirds of its members, this Act

shall be effective immediately upon its enactment.



