
































Testimony in Support of Council Bill 17–2026 
Good evening Chair, Councilmembers, and County Executive. 

My name is Amir Naviwala. I’m a candidate for Howard County Council District 3, and I’m here 
in strong support of Council Bill 17. 

CB17 is not about defying federal law. It’s about clarity, boundaries, and responsible 
governance at a time when immigration enforcement activity has intensified rapidly—nationally 
and here in Howard County. 

The facts matter. Detentions are at record highs. Deaths in ICE custody have increased. And 
locally, arrests have risen sharply, with many involving people who have no criminal record. 
That creates real fear and uncertainty for families, workers, and communities. 

CB17 responds in a careful and lawful way. 

First, it requires the County Executive to publish clear guidance for county staff. That protects 
frontline employees from having to make legal decisions on the spot and reduces liability for the 
County. 

Second, it sets firm rules for county facilities and property—making clear that non-public areas 
are not open to civil immigration enforcement without a valid judicial warrant, and that county-
owned property cannot be used as staging areas unless legally required. 

Third, it declares contracts that directly support civil immigration enforcement void as against 
public policy, ensuring county resources are not used beyond what the law requires. 

Importantly, CB17 respects federal and state preemption and does not interfere with criminal law 
enforcement. 

This bill strengthens public trust, protects public health, and provides consistency where 
confusion currently exists. Given the pace of recent enforcement activity, treating this as an 
emergency measure is appropriate. 

For these reasons, I urge your support of Council Bill 17. 

Thank you. 

 


















































































