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Summary:

This update to the Howard County Bicycle Master Plan (BikeHoward 2026) builds on the
original plan that was adopted by the Howard County Council in 2016. The plan is updated to
reflect the Howard County Complete Streets Policy, the Howard County Complete Streets
Design Manual and the Howard County General Plan (Hoco By Design) and incorporate new
evaluation tools such as Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress analysis.

The Howard County Complete Streets Policy, adopted in 2019 establishes that public and private
roadways in Howard County shall be safe and convenient for residents of all ages and abilities
who travel by foot, bicycle, public transportation or automobile. The benefits of quality
accommodations for bicycling are significant, including improved public health, cleaner air, a
stronger economy, reduced congestion and enriched quality of life. BikeHoward 2026 further
develops the vision and path forward for Howard County to become a leading bicycle-friendly
community where people of all ages and abilities can safely bike for transportation and
recreation.

The plan was developed with extensive public input and with oversight from the Howard County
Office of Transportation, Department of Public Works, Bicycle Advisory Group, and a
consultant with extensive experience drafting similar plans around the country (RK&K). The
plan incorporates national best practices and applies them effectively to Howard County’s local
context.

BikeHoward 2026 will be a useful and effective guidance document for county and state
agencies, developers, grant administrators and the public. It will enable enhanced coordination
between these groups, providing the guidance to keep projects, policies and programs moving in
the same direction. Ongoing communication and engagement will occur through the Office of



Transportation’s webpages, through public meetings for specific projects and through the annual
Transportation Open House.

Fiscal Impact:

Funding for the recommended infrastructure improvements is expected to come from a
combination of grants, developer contributions and county capital projects.

The total estimated cost of all the high-priority projects is approximately $54 million. This is a
planning level cost estimate that does not take into account savings from coordination with other
projects and improvements. In practice, costs can often be lower through coordination and
timing, for example, striping on-street bike lanes in conjunction with ongoing road resurfacing
has been shown to reduce costs by 90%.

The County established a capital budget project (K5066) for bicycle infrastructure improvements
in fiscal year 2014. In recent years, the allocation of county funds into K5066 has been one
million dollars per year. The forecasted outyear allocation for county funds into K5066 is also
one million per year. There are other capital budget areas that contribute funding to specific
bicycle infrastructure projects, such as K5070, K5071, K5072, T7107, T7108. County funding
contributions towards bicycle infrastructure in the capital budget are expected to stay at similar
levels to support the updated BikeHoward plan.

Grant funding is also an important funding opportunity for larger bicycle infrastructure projects,
and Howard County has a strong record in this area with over ten million dollars of grant funding
received over the last five years.

Development projects are also expected to provide segments of the network over time. These are
supported by the recently updated Howard County Complete Streets Design Manual, which
provides new guidance for development projects regarding the integration of bicycle
accommodations into their development sites and frontage roads.

County staffing to implement the BikeHoward plan is already established and is not expected to
change in upcoming years. In addition, this plan provides no economic impact on the County
budget.



