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Council Action \(' ',, -i1 c .^/..
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Effective Date ' | -'^. 7..C Z.1

County Council of Howard County, Maryland

2026 Legislative Session Legislative Day No. 12

Bill No. 67 -2026

Introduced by: Opel Jones

SHORT TITLE: Property Tax Credit for Seniors - Amend Maximum Credit Amount

AN ACT amending the Property Tax Credit for Seniors in order to, beginning in Tax

Year 2027, increase the cap on the amount of the property tax credit after the

homestead credit is applied; adds a provision to submit annual attestation of

eligibility to the Department of Finance for renewal of the property tax credit for

seniors; and generally relating to the property tax credit for seniors.

Introduced and read first time (, ("' .A .? _, 2026. Ordered posted and hearing.schedulejd. ,j \ , ,. , /

By orde,. /U.t'C V / U ^UG ' ^ W
Michelle Harrod, Administrator

Having been posted and notice oftime.& pla.ce of hearing & title of Bill having been published according to Charter, the Bill was read for a
second time at a public hearing on C' i'\ \('\ ,2026. " . ^," ^ ^

By order I uAd L ^k'^'v
Michelle Harrod, Aaministrator

/*' -' '-?./' 1 -__.._ _ s

This Bill was read the third time on L ('\ t ' , 2026 and Passed , Passed with amendments (^", Failed

I
By order \\i^^tiu(\(i,- '^-

Michelle Harrod, Administratdr

Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the County Executive for approval this __^___day ofC ' C \i' f"> '.' , 2026 at *^_ a.m./^.m

By order

;; ; ; I . .\ \ . I
\\Lic lu.lu' (UfL-^ ^

Michelle Harrod, Administrator

Approved by the County Executive < \ 0 '^ / _, 2026

Calvin Ball, County "Executive

NOTE: [[le;;t in brackets]] indicaids deletions from existing law; TEXT IN SMALL CAPITALS indicates additions to existing law;
indicates material deleted by amendm.tnr, Underlinine indicates material added by amendment.
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1 County property tax imposed on the property if the property is owned, wholly or partly,

2 by an individual:

3 (i) Who is at least 65 years old;

4 (ii) Who uses the property as the individual's principal residence for at least the period

5 that would be required to qualify for the credit under section 9-104 of the Tax-

6 Property Article of the Maryland Annotated Code;

7 (iii)Who lives in a household with a combined income that does not exceed 500 percent

8 of the most recent poverty guidelines for a household of two individuals updated

9 periodically in the Federal Register by the United States Department of Health and

10 Human Services under 42 U.S.C. 9902(2); and

11 (iv) Who lives in a household:

12 1. For Tax Year 2025, with a combined net worth that does not exceed $800,000;

13 and

14 2. For Tax Year 2026, and after, the Department of Finance shall adjust the

15 maximum allowable amount of combined household net worth to account for

16 inflation as follows:

17 a. The Department of Finance shall make annual adjustments for inflation based

18 on the Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for the

19 Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD area, or a successor index, published by

20 the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor; and

21 b. The Department of Finance shall make notification of the adjusted maximum

22 combined net worth to the public no later than the last day of February in each

23 tax year subsequent to Tax Year 2025.

24 (2) The amount of the credit shall equal [[25]] 50 percent of the County property tax due in

25 the current year after applying the homestead credit authorized under section 9-105 of the

26 Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

27 (3) The amount of the credit shall be calculated after all other credits granted for that

28 property under this subtitle or the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of

29 Maryland have been applied so that the credit granted under this section makes up any

30 difference between (i) the sum of all the other property tax credits and (ii) the amount that

31 this credit would be if there were no other credits.



1 (4) Property taxes attributable to an increase in the value of the property because of

2 substantial improvements to the property shall be excluded from the calculation described

3 in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

4 (c) Duration of Credit. The tax credit authorized by this section continues as long as an owner

5 and the property remain qualified under subsection (b) of this section.

6 (d) Application. To receive the credit, a property owner shall apply for all other credits that may

7 be available for that property and submit an application to the Department of Finance:

8 (1) On the form that the Department of Finance Requires;

9 (2) That demonstrates that the owner is entitled to the credit; and

10 (3) On or before the date that the Department of Finance sets.

11 (e) Administration. The Department of Finance may adopt guidelines and procedures to

12 administer this section. THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SHALL AUTOMATICALLY RENEW THE

13 TAX CREDIT IF THE PROPERTY OWNER ANNUALLY SUBMITS AN ATTESTATION TO THE

14 DEPARTMENT ON THEIRCONTINUED ELIGIBILITY FOR THE CREDIT.

15 (f) Publicity:

16 (1) The Director of Finance shall develop and carry out a plan to publicize the credit

17 authorized by this section. The plan shall be designed to reach those taxpayers most

18 likely to be eligible for the credit.

19 (2) The Office of Aging and Independence, or another appropriate unit of County

20 Government that the County Executive selects, shall develop and carry out a plan to

21 educate senior citizens about the credit authorized by this section.

22 (g) Effective Date. The credit authorized by this section applies to tax years beginning after June

23 30,2007.

24 (h) Report. Subject to section 22.1000 of the County Code, on or before September 30 of each

25 year, the Department of Finance shall submit a report to the County Council and the County

26 Executive that includes the number of applications and amounts of credits granted under this

27 section.

28

29 Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that

30 this Act shall be applied to and interpreted to affect all eligible property owners beginning in

31 Tax Year 2027.
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Amendment 1 to Council Bill No. 67-2026

BY: Opel Jones Legislative Day 14

Date: October 30, 2026

Amendment No. 1

(This Amendment adds a provision to submit an annual statement of eligibility for automatic

renewal of the senior tax credit by the Department of Finance.)

1 On the Title page, after the semi-colon in line 3 of the Title, insert the following: "adds a

2 provision to submit annual attestation of eligibility to the Department of Finance for renewal of

3 the property tax credit for seniors;".

5 On page 1, in line 10, insert "Subsection (e). "Administration."".

6

7 On page 3, after the period in line 12, insert the following: "THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

8 SHALL AUTOMATICALLY RENEW THE TAX CREDIT IF THE PROPERTY OWNER ANNUALLY SUBMITS AN

9 ATTESTATION TO THE DEPARTMENT ON THEIR CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY FOR THE CREDIT,".

10

11

I certify that this a true copy of ^

:S^_^_^.^L_^
passed on _jL_^A-

•^.^ '^-
f

1.if •\;' '^ i[ ^\<1' '' ''•''

Council Administrator

LEG2774
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1 County property tax imposed on the property if the g|fc>perty is owned, wholly or partly,

2 by an individual:

3 (i) Who is at least 65 years old;

4 (ii) Who uses the property as the individual's pi^cipal residence for at least the period

5 that would be required to qualify for the cfdit under section 9-104 of the Tax-

6 Property Article of the Maryland Annota^d Code;

7 (iii)Who lives in a household with a combi^d income that does not exceed 500 percent

8 of the most recent poverty guidelines fr a household of two individuals updated

9 periodically in the Federal Register \f the United States Department of Health and

10 Human Services under 42 U.S.C. 93P2(2); and

11 (iv) Who lives in a household:

12 I. For Tax Year 2025, with a combined net worth that does not exceed $800,000;

13 and

14 2. For Tax Year 2026, and aftf, the Department of Finance shall adjust the

15 maximum allowable amoi^t of combined household net worth to account for

16 inflation as follows:

17 a. The Department of France shall make annual adjustments for inflation based

18 on the Consumer Pr^e Index for all Urban Consumers (CPI-U) for the

19 Baltimore-Columby-Towson, MD area, or a successor index, published by

20 the Bureau of'Labf Statistics of the United States Department of Labor; and

21 b. The Department (f Finance shall make notification of the adjusted maximum

22 combined net wtfth to the public no later than the last day of February in each

23 tax year subseq^nt to Tax Year 2025.

24 (2) The amount of the credit sfall equal [[25]] 50 percent of the County property tax due in

25 the current year after applying the homestead credit authorized under section 9-105 of the

26 Tax-Property Article of t|b Annotated Code of Maryland.

27 (3) The amount of the creditghall be calculated after all other credits granted for that

28 property under this subtifls or the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of

29 Maryland have been appBffl so that the credit granted under this section makes up any

30 difference between (i) the sum of all the other property tax credits and (ii) the amount that

31 this credit would be if there were no other credits.



1 (4) Property taxes attributable to an increase in the value of the property because of

2 substantial improvements to the property shall be excluded from the calculation described

3 in paragraph (2) of this subsection.

4 (c) Duration of Credit. Th^ax credit authorized by this section continues as long as an owner

5 and the property remairliualified under subsection (b) of this section.

6 (d) Application. To receive ^ie credit, a property owner shall apply for all other credits that may

7 be available for that propHty and submit an application to the Department of Finance:

8 (1) On the form that the D|partment of Finance Requires;

9 (2) That demonstrates that %e owner is entitled to the credit; and

10 (3) On or before the date th^| the Department of Finance sets.

11 (e) Administration. The Departn^nt of Finance may adopt guidelines and procedures to

12 administer this section.

13 (f) Publicity:

14 (1) The Director of Finance sha^develop and carry out a plan to publicize the credit

15 authorized by this section. Th^plan shall be designed to reach those taxpayers most

16 likely to be eligible for the crec

17 (2) The Office of Aging and Indepe^ence, or another appropriate unit of County

18 Government that the County Exe(3|tive selects, shall develop and carry out a plan to

19 educate senior citizens about the cr^it authorized by this section.

20 (g) Effective Date. The credit authorized by^iis section applies to tax years beginning after June

21 30,2007.

22 (h) Report. Subject to section 22.1000 of the C^inty Code, on or before September 30 of each

23 year, the Department of Finance shall submit report to the County Council and the County

24 Executive that includes the number of applicati|ps and amounts of credits granted under this

25 section.

26

27 Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted by the County C(%icil of Howard County, Maryland that

28 this Act shall be applied to and interpreted to affect all eligl^ property owners beginning in

29 Tax Year 2027.

30
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BY THE COUNCIL

This,Bjll, having been approved by the Executive and returned to the Council, stands enacted on
' "' /'.•'''• . , 2026.\

'I^A\AL ^VcV/./W
Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been passed by the yeas and nays oftwo-thirds of the members of the Council notwithstanding the

objections of the Executive, stands enacted on _, 2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having received neither the approval nor the disapproval of the Executive within ten days of its

presentation, stands enacted on _,2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, not having been considered on final reading within the time required by Charter, stands failed for want of
consideration on _ _ , 2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been disapproved by the Executive and having failed on passage upon consideration by the

Council stands failed on _,2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, the withdrawal of which received a vote oftwo-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Council, is withdrawn

from further consideration on _,2026.

Michelle R. Harrod, Administrator to the County Council




