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Marsha S. McLaughlin, Director 

August 19, 2013 

Mr. Gene Counihan, Chairman 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission 
14501 Sweitzer Lane 
Laurel, Maryland 20707-5901 

Dear Chairman Counihan, 
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Thailk you for contacting County Executive Ulman. Your letter was forwarded to me for response. We 
greatly appreciate you taking the time to outline your concerris and reiterating WSSC's interest in 
providing safe, reliable drinking water and clean water for the environment. Certainly, this is also 
Howard County's interest. Howard County wants to be a good neighbor, so you can rest assured that we 
will ensure the proper controls are in place to support this joint interest. 

With regard to the recent Howard County Council decisions to include a farm parcel adjacent to the 
Maple Lawn development within the Planned Service Area for public water and sewer and appropriate 
zoning, the County Council actually approved an alternative zone to what the property owner originally 
requested. The petitioner's request was for R-A-15, which allows 15 dwelling units per net acre. What 
was granted was R-ED, which yields two units per net acre, with a mandatory 50 percent open space 
requirement. However, the Council also approved the MXD (Mixed-use Development) overlay district, 
which is a zoning district that applies to the portion of the Maple Lawn development north ofMD 216. If 
the property owner wants to exercise the option of utilizing the MXD overlay, the process requires them 
to first apply for Zoning Board approval of a Preliminary Development Plan (PDP). The PDP would 
show the development mix, lay-out, and the open space to be protected. 11XD allows a maximum of 3 
units per net acre with a minin1um of 3 5 percent open space. This process would allow additional 
opportunities for public and stakeholder commentbefore the Planning Board and Zoning Board. 

Again, thank you for raising your concerns about the proposed development in Fulton. We are willing to 
meet to discuss techniques for the mitigation of any potential adverse effects from any development in the 
vicinity of the reservoirs. 

Sincerely, 

�~�~�)�.�~�~�0�.�=� 
Marsha McLaughlin · · . . 
Director 

Cc: Chris Lawson, Vice Chairman, WSSC 
Commissioners, WSSC 



Ken Ulman, Howard County Executive 
Jen Terrasa, Chairperson, Howard County Council 
Mary Kay Sigaty, Vice Chairperson, Howard County Council 
Calvin Ball, Howard County Council 
Greg Fox, Howard County Council 
Courtney Watson, Howard County Council 
Kimberley Flowers:> Deputy Director:> Department of Planning and Zoning 
Susan Overstreet, Resource Conservation Division 
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