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	WHEREAS, the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, recognizes that natural hazards are common occurrences throughout the region and cause significant property damage and loss of life; and

WHEREAS, by passage of County Council Resolution No. 112-2004, the County took proactive measures to reduce the impact of these hazards by adopting the first Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (NHMP); and
	
WHEREAS, the County remains committed to the mitigation of natural hazards through the concerted efforts of Howard County departments, government partners, and community members; and 

WHEREAS, the Howard County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) received Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant funds to revise the NHMP and that grant, along with in-kind grant funds from the County, enabled the County to complete the plan update; and

WHEREAS, OEM and the Natural Hazard Mitigation Update Steering Committee have updated the NHMP consistent with a federally mandated planning process; and

WHEREAS, the NHMP articulates a comprehensive strategy for implementing technically feasible mitigation activities for the area affected by natural hazards; and

WHEREAS, adoption of the NHMP will make the County eligible for future Federal and State grants to implement the NHMP’s recommendations, if and when funds become available; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive recommends that the NHMP be adopted by the County Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland this ____ day of _________________ 2013 that the effort to become more disaster resistant is deemed worthy of support, and that the Howard County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan prepared by the Howard County Office of Emergency Management, attached and incorporated by reference, is adopted.
