
2017 Legislative Session 

County Council of Howard County, Maryland 

Legislative Day No. _ _a./_0 __ 

Resolution No I I 2- -2017 

Introduced by: The Chairperson at the request of the County Executive 

A RESOLUTION amending the green neighborhood standards that are used to qualify for Green 

Neighborhood Allocations and amending a total number of possible points on the Green 

Neighborhood Site portion of the Green Neighborhood Checklist. 

Introduced and read first timeq~ 3 , 2017. 
~~ 

By order ca. · 
JesiaFeldmark,Administrator 

I~ . 2011. 

Adopted wjth arnewwllfleHts , Falied , Witltdm .. H , e, the Cottnl) Ce1,1R,;il 

-v~~J__ 
eldmark, Administrator 

NOTE: [[text in brackets[] indicates deletions from existing law: TEXT IN SMALLCAPiTALS indicates additions to existing law; Strike 01c1t 
indicates material deleted by amendment; Underlining indicates material added by amendment. 



1 WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 16.1102 of the Howard County Code, 

2 the Housing Unit Allocation Chart sets forth the projected number of housing unit 

3 allocations available to be granted each year for a ten-year period; and 

4 

5 WHEREAS, on July 30, 2007, the County Council passed Council Bill No. 48- 

6 2007 that created a Green Neighborhood Allocation in Howard County; and 

7 

8 WHEREAS, the goal of Green Neighborhood Allocations is to encourage 

9 sustainable residential planning and design, to minimize adverse impacts on natural 

10 resources, and to promote energy efficiency; and 

11 

12 WHEREAS, PlanHoward 2030 has designated 150 allocations per year for 

13 housing that meets green neighborhood standards adopted by resolution of the County 

14 Council; and 

15 

16 WHEREAS, on October 1, 2007, the County Council passed Council Resolution 

17 No. 116-2007 that adopted the Green Neighborhood Checklist (the "Checklist") which 

18 serves as the "green neighborhood standards" required by Section 16.1102 of the County 

19 Code; and 

20 

21 WHEREAS, the Checklist is divided into two parts: Green Neighborhood Site 

22 and Green Neighborhood Home; and 

23 

24 WHEREAS, under CR 116-2007, residential development projects needed to 

25 achieve a minimum of 90 points out of a total of 167 possible points on the Green 

26 Neighborhood Site portion of the Checklist and a minimum of 46 out of a total of 84 

27 possible points on the Green Neighborhood Home portion of the Checklist; and 

28 

29 WHEREAS, after nearly 10 years of green neighborhood allocations, revisions 

30 are needed to incentivize developers to use the program by enhancing flexibility, 

31 encouraging innovation, and adding new criteria; and 

1 



2 WHEREAS, the County has proposed changes to the Green Neighborhood Site 

3 portion of the Checklist, as shown in the attached Exhibit A; and 

4 

5 WHEREAS, one of the proposed changes includes changing the amount of 

6 possible points to be awarded on the Green Neighborhood Site portion of the Checklist to 

7 be 180 possible points; and 

8 

9 WHEREAS, no changes are proposed to the Green Neighborhood Home portion 

l O of the Checklist. 

11 

12 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Howard 

13 County, Maryland this __ day of , 2017 that the Green Neighborhood 

14 Checklist, is amended as shown in the attached Exhibit A; and 

15 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a residential development project is 

17 eligible to receive a Green Neighborhood Allocation if the project achieves a minimum 

18 of 90 points out of a total of 180 possible points on the Green Neighborhood Site portion 

19 of the Green Neighborhood Checklist. 

2 
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Amendment_/_ to Council Resolution No. 112-2017 

BY: The Chairperson at the 
request of the County Executive 

Legislative/to/No. 
Date: I 2- I~ 

I 

Amendment No._/_ 

(This amendment amends the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist as follows: 
1. Related to Category B, Location, Linkages & Community Context: 

a. In Credit B-2B, clarifies the criteria for non-historic structures and amends the points 
allotted from 3 to 4; and 

b. In Category B, amends the maximum points accordingly. 
2. Related to Category C, Compact, Complete & Connected Development: 

a. In Credit C-1, sets forth certain maximums when points are allottedfor additional 
MIHUs. 

3. Related to Category D, Environmental Preservation: 
a. In Credit D-5, increases the number of points from 1 to 2 for amending soil nutrients in 

turf and planting areas, and increases the maximum number of points from 5 to 6 for 
minimizing grading and site disturbance; 

b. Adds Credit D-11 to allow points when a pollinator habitat management plan is prepared 
and implemented and assigns points accordingly; 

c. Renumbers current Credit D-11 to be D-12, clarifies that points for Green Infrastructure 
Network Preservation will be based on a sliding scale and amends the points 
accordingly; and 

d. In Category D, amends the maximum points accordingly. 
4. Related to Category F, Water Conservation/Efficiency/Management: 

a. In Credit F-3C, amends the total number of points from 3 to 4 for exceeding Design 
Manual requirements for management of the 100-year storm flow; and 

b. In Category F, amends the maximum points accordingly. 
5. Related to the total for the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, the total maximum site points 

increases from 180 to 186. 

This amendment also amends the Green Neighborhood Home Checklist as follows: 
1. Related to Category B, Materials Beneficial to the Environment I Waste Management: 

a. Adds Credit B-6 to allow points for Bird-Safe Building design and assigns points 
accordingly. 

b. In Category B, amends the maximum points accordingly. 
2. Related to the total for the Green Neighborhood Home Checklist, the total maximum home 

points increases from 84 to 88.) 

1 In the title, in the third line, strike "portion" and substitute "and Green Neighborhood Home 

2 portions". 

3 

4 On page 2, in line 7, strike "180" and substitute "186". 

1 



1 

2 On page 2, strike lines 9 and 10, inclusive and in their entirety and substitute: 

3 "WHEREAS, changes are also proposed to the Green Neighborhood Home portion of 

4 the Checklist. as shown in the attached Exhibit A; and 

5 

6 WHEREAS, the total amount of possible points to be awarded on the Green 

7 Neighborhood Home portion of the Checklist is proposed to be 88 points.". 
8 

9 On page 2, in line 18, strike "180" and substitute "186". 

10 

11 On page 2, in line 19, after "Checklist" insert "and a minimum of 46 points out of a total of 88 

12 possible points on the Green Neighborhood Home portion of the Green Neighborhood Checklist" 
13 

14 Remove the Green Neighborhood Checklist, attached to the Resolution as Exhibit A, and 

15 substitute a revised Green Neighborhood Checklist as attached to this Amendment. 

2 
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BY: Jennifer Terrasa 

Amendment / to Amendment #1 
Council Resolution No. 112-2017 

Legislativ{D.37. No: 5 
Date: 3 'Sf J~ 

Amendment No. / to Amendment #1 

(This amendment would amend the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist as follows: 
1. In Credit B-2B, lower the Maximum Points from 4 to 3; 
2. In Credit D-5, lower the Maximum Points from 6 to 5 
3. In the Total Maximum Site Points at the bottom of the chart, lower the Maximum Site 

Points from 186 to 184; 
4. In the Number of points required to obtain Green Neighborhood Allocations, raise the 

total from 90 to 92). 

On page 1, in the explanation, strike explanation "1.a", and renumber. 

2 

3 On page 1, in the explanation, in explanation "3 .a", strike ", and increases the maximum 

4 number of points from 5 to 6 for minimizing grading and site disturbance". 

5 

6 On page 1, in the explanation, in explanation "5.", strike "186", and substitute "I 84. 

7 Also, the number o(points required to obtain Green Neighborhood Allocations increases from 

8 90to92.". 

9 

10 

11 

12 

On page 1, in line 4, strike "186" and substitute "184". 

On page 2, in line 9, strike "186" and substitute "184". 

13 

14 On page 1 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "B. 

15 Location, Linkages & Community Context", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike "ll" 
16 and substitute "30". 

[7 



On page 1 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "B-2B 

2 NON-HISTORJC BUILDINGS", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike "_1'' and substitute 
3 "3". 

4 

5 On page 2 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "D. 

6 Environmental Preservation", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike "59" and substitute 

7 "58". 

8 

9 On page 2 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "D-5. 

10 Minimize Grading and Site Disturbance", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike "2" and 
11 substitute "~". 

12 

13 On page 3 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, at the bottom of the chart, in 

14 the row entitled "TOTAL MAXIMUM SITE POINTS", strike "186" and substitute "184". 

15 

16 On page 3 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, at the bottom of the chart, in 

17 the row entitled "Number of points required to obtain Green Neighborhood Allocations", strike 

18 "90" and substitute "92". 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 



BY: Jennifer Terrasa 

Amendment / to Amendment #1 
Council Resolution No. 112-2017 

Legislativ/Day No: .5 
Date: 3 67}~ 

Amendment No. / to Amendment #1 

(This amendment would amend the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist as follows: 
1. In Credit B-2B, lower the Maximum Points from 4 to 3; 
2. In Credit D-5, lower the Maximum Points from 6 to 5 
3. In the Total Maximum Site Points at the bottom of the chart, lower the Maximum Site 

Points from 186 to 184; 
4. In the Number of points required to obtain Green Neighborhood Allocations, raise the 

total from 90 to 92). 

On page 1, in the explanation, strike explanation "I.a", and renumber. 

2 

3 On page 1, in the explanation, in explanation "3.a", strike ", and increases the maximum 

4 number of points from 5 to 6 for minimizing grading and site disturbance". 

5 

6 On page 1, in the explanation, in explanation "5.", strike "186", and substitute "184. 

7 Also, the number ofpoints required to obtain Green Neighborhood Allocations increases from 

8 90 to 92. ". 

9 

10 

11 

12 

On page 1, in line 4, strike "186" and substitute "184". 

On page 2, in line 9, strike "186" and substitute "184". 

13 

14 On page 1 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "B. 

15 Location, Linkages & Community Context", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike "l.1" 
16 and substitute "30". 

17 



1 On page 1 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "B-2B 

2 NON-HISTORJC BUILDINGS", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike ".1" and substitute 
3 "3". 

4 

5 On page 2 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "D. 

6 Environmental Preservation", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike "59" and substitute 

7 "58". 

8 

9 On page 2 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, in the row entitled "D-5. 

10 Minimize Grading and Site Disturbance", in the column entitled "Max. Points", strike "2" and 
11 substitute "5". 

12 

13 On page 3 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, at the bottom of the chart, in 

14 the row entitled "TOTAL MAXIMUM SITE POINTS", strike "186" and substitute "184". 

15 

16 On page 3 of 5, of the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, at the bottom of the chart, in 

17 the row entitled "Number of points required to obtain Green Neighborhood Allocations", strike 

18 "90" and substitute "92". 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 



Amendment _J _ to Council Resolution No. 112-2017 
BY: The Chairperson at the 
request of the County Executive 

Legislativpa/ No. 
Date: I 2.- I '3 

I 

Amendment No._/_ 

(This amendment amends the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist as follows: 
1. Related to Category B, Location, Linkages & Community Context: 

a. In Credit B-2B, clarifies the criteria for non-historic structures and amends the points 
allotted from 3 to 4; and 

b. In Category B, amends the maximum points accordingly. 
2. Related to Category C, Compact, Complete & Connected Development: 

a. In Credit C-1, sets forth certain maximums when points are allotted for additional 
MIHUs. 

3. Related to Category D, Environmental Preservation: 
a. In Credit D-5, increases the number of points from 1 to 2 for amending soil nutrients in 

turf and planting areas, and increases the maximum number of points from 5 to 6 for 
minimizing grading and site disturbance; 

b. Adds Credit D-11 to allow points when a pollinator habitat management plan is prepared 
and implemented and assigns points accordingly; 

c. Renumbers current Credit D-11 to be D-12, clarifies that points for Green Infrastructure 
Network Preservation will be based on a sliding scale and amends the points 
accordingly; and 

d. In Category D, amends the maximum, points accordingly. 
4. Related to Category F, Water Conservation/Efficiency/Management: 

a. In Credit F-3C, amends the total number of points from 3 to 4 for exceeding Design 
Manual requirements for management of the JOO-year storm flow; and 

b. In Category F, amends the maximum, points accordingly. 
5. Related to the total for the Green Neighborhood Site Checklist, the total maximum site points 

increases from 180 to 186. 

This amendment also amends the Green Neighborhood Home Checklist as follows: 
1. Related to Category B, Materials Beneficial to the Environment I Waste Management: 

a. Adds Credit B-6 to allow points for Bird-Safe Building design and assigns points 
accordingly. 

b. In Category B, amends the maximum points accordingly. 
2. Related to the total for the Green Neighborhood Home Checklist, the total maximum home 

points increases from 84 to 88.) 

1 In the title, in the third line, strike "portion" and substitute "and Green Neighborhood Home 

2 portions". 

3 

4 On page 2, in line 7, strike "180" and substitute "186". 

1 



1 

2 On page 2, strike lines 9 and 10, inclusive and in their entirety and substitute: 

3 "WHEREAS, changes are also proposed to the Green Neighborhood Home portion of 

4 the Checklist, as shown in the attached Exhibit A; and 

5 

6 WHEREAS, the total amount of possible points to be awarded on the Green 

7 Neighborhood Home portion of the Checklist is proposed to be 88 points.". 

8 

9 On page 2, in line 18, strike "180" and substitute "186". 

10 

11 On page 2, in line 19, after "Checklist" insert "and a minimum of 46 points out of a total of 88 

12 possible points on the Green Neighborhood Home portion of the Green Neighborhood Checklist" 

13 

14 Remove the Green Neighborhood Checklist, attached to the Resolution as Exhibit A, and 

15 substitute a revised Green Neighborhood Checklist as attached to this Amendment. 

' ,, "f 

2 
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