
Sayers, Margery

CQ -^ -^o'c5

S'/v- ^^

From: Fran LoPresti <fflopresti@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 4:41 PM
To: Ball, Calvin; CouncilMail

Subject: Petition in support of the East Columbia 50+ Center
Attachments: 2018 petition additional signatures.pdf; 2018 petition.pdf

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Hello,
I am transmitting a petition from the senior citizens that use the current inadequate

East Columbia 50+ Center. This petition was started last year after the capital budget
did not include funds for a full design of the center and was counter the FY15 Master
Plan. As a result of this petition as well as letters, testimony, emails, and calls, the
capital budget was amended to include full design funds for FY19 with full funds for
construction in FY20 with an opening in FY21. The current proposed capital budget has
reneged on this promise with construction slipping into FY21 and opening in FY22. This
is unacceptable since we have been waiting for this center since the capital budget of
FY16. Another year of delay is unacceptable to the every growing senior
population. The Connections program is vital for our area. Please amend the budget
and restore the timeline that seniors clamored for last year and this year through
letters, emails, calls, and testimony. Thank you.

Fran LoPresti
6985 Deep Cup, Columbia, MD 21045
410-995-6160
fflopresti@Qmail.com

Fran LoPresti
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PETITION

We, the senior citizens of East Columbia, request that the Master Plan of 2015 be

fully funded in the FY2019 capital budget to provide for a new freestanding East

Columbia 50+ Center (Project #C0335 FY2014 Community Resources and Services

Facility/Program Enhancements). The current center that is inside the East

Columbia library is woefully inadequate for the needs of seniors in one of the

most heavily populated parts of Howard County. The Center is fully booked most

of the time it is open and cannot offer the full range of services and activities that

other Howard County seniors enjoy. We ask that we be given a facility equal to

the other 50+ Centers in our County. Thank you.
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PETITION

We, the senior citizens of East Columbia, request that the Master Plan of 2015 be

fully funded in the FY2019 capital budget to provide for a new freestanding East

Columbia 50+ Center (Project #C0335 FY2014 Community Resources and Services

Facility/Program Enhancements). The current center that is inside the East

Columbia library is woefully inadequate for the needs of seniors in one of the

most heavily populated parts of Howard County. The Center is fully booked most

of the time it is open and cannot offer the full range of services and activities that

other Howard County seniors enjoy. We ask that we be given a facility equal to

the other 50+ Centers in our County. Thank you.
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PETITION

We, the senior citizens of East Columbia, request that the Master Plan of 2015 be

fully funded in the FY2019 capital budget to provide for a new freestanding East

Columbia 50+ Center (Project #C0335 FY2014 Community Resources and Services

Facility/Program Enhancements). The current center that is inside the East

Columbia library is woefully inadequate for the needs of seniors in one of the

most heavily populated parts of Howard County. The Center is fully booked most

of the time it is open and cannot offer the full range of services and activities that

other Howard County seniors enjoy. We ask that we be given a facility equal to

the other 50+ Centers in our County. Thank you.
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PETITION

We, the senior citizens of East Columbia, request that the Master Plan of 2015 be

fully funded in the FY2019 capital budget to provide for a new freestanding East

Columbia 50+ Center (Project #C0335 FY2014 Community Resources and Services

Facility/Program Enhancements). The current center that is inside the East

Columbia library is woefully inadequate for the needs of seniors in one of the

most heavily populated parts of Howard County. The Center is fully booked most

of the time it is open and cannot offer the full range of services and activities that

other Howard County seniors enjoy. We ask that we be given a facility equal to

the other 50+ Centers in our County. Thank you.
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PETITION

We, the senior citizens of East Columbia, request that the Master Plan of 2015 be

fully funded in the FY2019 capital budget to provide for a new freestanding East

Columbia 50+ Center (Project #C0335 FY2014 Community Resources and Services

Facitity/Program Enhancements). The current center that is inside the East

Columbia library is woefully inadequate for the needs of seniors in one of the

most heavily populated parts of Howard County. The Center is fully booked most

of the time it is open and cannot offer the full range of services and activities that

other Howard County seniors enjoy. We ask that we be given a facility equal to

the other 50+ Centers in our County. Thank you.
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PETITION

We, the senior citizens of East Columbia, request that the Master Plan of 2015 be

fully funded in the FY2019 capital budget to provide for a new freestanding East

Columbia 50+ Center (Project #C0335 FY2014 Community Resources and Services

Facility/Program Enhancements). The current center that is inside the East

Columbia library is woefully inadequate for the needs of seniors in one of the

most heavily populated parts of Howard County. The Center is fully booked most

of the time it is open and cannot offer the full range of services and activities that

other Howard County seniors enjoy. We ask that we be given a facility equal to

the other 50+ Centers in our County. Thank you.
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PETITION

We, the senior citizens of East Columbia, request that the Master Plan of 2015 be

fully funded in the FY2019 capital budget to provide for a new freestanding East

Columbia 50+ Center (Project #C0335 FY2014 Community Resources and Services

Facility/Program Enhancements). Ttie current center that is inside the East

Columbia library is woefully inadequate for the needs of seniors in one of the

most heavily populated parts of Howard County. The Center is fully booked most

of the time it is open and cannot offer the full range of services and activities that

other Howard County seniors enjoy. We ask that we be given a facility equal to

the other 50+ Centers in our County. Thank you.
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Sayers, Margery

From: Bridget Graham <bridget@howardcountytourism.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 1,2019 5:46 PM
To: CouncilMail; Amanda Hof
Subject: Testimony: Howard County Tourism Council

Attachments: 2020 Funding Request_Council Testimony May t.pdf

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Hello Howard County Council,
Please accept this attached PDF with our apologies for not being in attendance tonight. We know that
budget season can be long and arduous, so on behalf of the 11.000 people employed in the hospitality
industry of Howard County, thank you for all that you do, and for keeping Howard County running! If you
have any questions about any of the objectives or details of our funding request, please don't hesitate to
contact Amanda Hof or myself and we'll be more than happy to talk to you about them. We know you work
hard to elevate the quality of life for every resident of Howard County, and we are proud to be able to
share that quality of life with our visitors.

Have a lovely evening and we hope to hear from you soon,

Bridget Graham

CC: Amanda Hof

Bridget Graham
Director of Operations & Visitor Services
Visit Howard County

Phone:410-313-1474

Email: Bridqet@howardcountytourism.com_
Visitor Website: VisitHowardCountv.com
Industry Website: HowardCountyTourism.com
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Request Prepared By

Amanda Hof, Executive Director

Amanda@HowardCountyTourism.com
410-313-1904

Howard County Tourism Council

8267 Main Street

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Howard County Tourism Council

FY2020 Funding Request

(Testimony)
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May 1,2019

Howard County Council

Dear Members of the Howard County Council:

The Howard County Tourism Council's team of destination marketing professionals and Board of Directors

made up of tourism and hospitality industry leaders thank you for your support of our mission to enhance the

tourism industry in Howard County.

The Howard County Tourism Council respectfully requests that you fully fund Howard County Executive

Calvin Ball's proposed FY2020 budget of $1,009,877 be included in your for the Howard County Tourism

Council.

The amount of $1,009,877 is based on a sustained budget from FY2019. This allocation will be used to fund

continued marketing for the recovery of Old Ellicott City businesses and improving the in-market visitor

experience while sustaining strong marketing campaigns for the entire county and covering the expenses

associated with supporting signature Howard County events and cultivating new events to fill need times

throughout the year.

In making this request on behalf of 11,000 employees of Howard County's hotels, shops, restaurants, farms,

museums, attractions, the arts, and parks we recognize how fortunate we are to live and work in a County with

leaders who understand how a continued investment in tourism is part of the economic solution. For our part,

we are currently following a strategic plan with input from government and sector leaders. This plan will guide

our efforts to most effectively market and sell Howard County as a fantastic place to visit, live and run a

tourism business.

The tourism, travel and hospitality industry all across Maryland continues to be a bright spot in the economy.

The many small businesses in our community and the people they employ benefit from our marketing and

sales efforts. Those efforts continue to grow in effectiveness as we aggressively pursue groups and perform

more effective and targeted digital advertising.

During the first half of FY2019 our organization focused on promoting a series of actionable travel activities

including Restaurant Weeks, Maryland's Korean Way culinary trail, agricultural tourism opportunities like Farms

Food and Fun, The Patuxent Challenge, The Made Marketplace Elkridge, our growing population of breweries,

and individual campaigns for spring and summer festivals and concerts encouraging festival-goers to make a

multi-day visit out of their festival experience. Holiday travelers are encouraged to use Howard County as their

base when they're visiting Washington D.C. and Baltimore.

On May 27, 2018, when the flash flood that ravaged Old Ellicott City for the second time, including our offices

and Welcome Center, we activated a plan to prepare for marketing the retailers and restaurants when the

timing was appropriate. The hard work of the local business owners, Howard County Government, Howard

County Economic Development Authority, Ellicott City Partnership, and Howard County Tourism Council has

helped to put Old Ellicott City on the track towards complete restoration.
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We quickly built a landing page www.visithowardcounty.com/ecstrona/ for flood response and recovery

inquiries that included information on the open businesses and on the upcoming events. Our campaign for Old

Ellicott City targeted residents in Howard County, in the surrounding regions of Baltimore and Washington D.C.

and to major leisure travel feeder markets in nearby states. The campaign, combined with the excitement for

the return of a beloved area, directly attracted thousands of web sessions and contributed in a large way to the

busier weekends at the newly reopened shops and restaurants of Old Ellicott City.

Thanks to these initiatives and many others that were made possible through funding from Howard County

Government we continue to generate regional and national publicity, including 50+ media placements so far in

FY2019. Many of the stories featured recovering Old Ellicott City as we dedicated resources to spreading

positive news.

Our measurables are showing progress in marketing the community as a destination for spending customers.

Website traffic in the first quarter is on pace to exceed last year. We attribute our website traffic to our

trackable marketing campaigns and event posts. Attractions we promote are claiming increases in attendance.

Tax revenue generated from hotel stays continue to grow since a stable investment in tourism promotion was

legislated in 2012. Since 2012 $36.5 million in tax revenue has been collected and invested not only in

boosting the tourism economy, but also in the Economic Development Authority, and other county programs

such as education, public safety, and citizen services.

As our organization looks forward to FY2020, Howard County residents, local businesses and visitors alike will

see benefits from significant initiatives intended to promote and enhance the attractions in Howard County.

We thank you for your support and look forward to working with you in the future.

Respectfully,

Amanda Hof, Executive Director

Howard County Tourism Council

Enclosures:

• FY2020 Budget Request

• About the Howard County Tourism Council

• Summary of Successes FY18-19
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FY2020 Budget Request

(Testimony)

Our three-year rolling plan will guide our efforts by identifying opportunities for growth in the tourism industry in

both the short-term and long-term. With funding support for our programs, we will focus on key customers

including visitors, residents and the tourism business community.

With $1,009,877 in funding we will focus on the following in FY2020:

Group visitors

• Work with partners in Howard County Recreation and Parks, hotels and other meeting venues to attract

new and retain existing sports tournaments, conferences, and meetings that provide economic benefit

to the community.

• Aggressively sell the venues and amenities in Howard County to meeting planners that host events that

will fit into existing vacancies at hotels, meeting venues, and sports complexes.

• Market and sell Howard County as an excellent destination for weddings and family reunions.

Leisure travelers and locals

• More targeted, niche marketing focusing on ROI

o Focus on marketing niche opportunities for visiting Howard County like the breweries,

distilleries, and agritourism.

o Complete shift to digital marketing.

o Video marketing.

o Social media and storytelling through quality content.

• Events and destinations that make Howard County unique, including our festivals at the Fairgrounds

and the events and attractions in communities like Ellicott City, Columbia, Elkridge, Maple Lawn,

Savage, and Western Howard County.

• Old Ellicott City's return, continuing to promote the new experience that's developing as the

community, shops, and restaurants rebuild.

Media
• Pitch positive stories about Howard County to writers and other media.

• Gain more positive exposure for Howard County's tourism industry.

Tourism cultivation

• Support and represent hundreds of local hospitality businesses through advocacy and marketing

initiatives.

• Provide educational opportunities in various relevant topics.

• Work with the Howard County Chamber of Commerce, the Howard County Economic Development

Authority, the Maryland Hotel and Lodging Association, the Maryland Restaurant Association, and the

Maryland Tourism Coalition to advocate for Howard County hospitality business needs.

• Work with various local organizations to support a more vibrant community.
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• Provide sponsorships to eligible events and attractions to help cultivate new reasons to visit Howard

County.

Howard County Welcome Center and other Visitor Services

• Develop and launch a new website with a fresh look and stronger user experience.

• Continue the research for a potential renovation or move of the Howard County Welcome Center to

better reflect the county's attractions, culture and events.

• Continue to operate the Howard County Welcome Center during posted hours.

• In cooperation with the Ellicott City Partnership and the Howard County Government, use the Howard

County Welcome Center as a base of operations for promoting the resurgence of Old Ellicott City

through promotions and events.

• Provide on-site visitor information at several major visitor events.

• Service groups holding events in Howard County.
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About the Howard County Tourism Council
The Howard County Tourism Council is a not-for-profit 501 (c)(6) that in addition to membership dues,

cooperative marketing programs, and retail sales is funded largely by allocations from the Howard County

Government and the Maryland Department of Commerce marketing grant.

The Howard County Tourism Council is the official Destination Marketing Organization for Howard County, as

per the Howard County Government and the Maryland Office of Tourism Development. The objectives of the

Organization are:

• To Promote travel to, and tourism within, Howard County Maryland.

• To support the preservation and restoration of historical buildings and landmarks, festivals, museums,

parks, leisure pursuits, tourists, and cultural, recreational and other activities in Howard County,

Maryland.

• To foster and promote common business interests in tourism in Howard County, Maryland, as well as

to support and assist in the improvement of business conditions in Howard County, Maryland, as they

relate to the tourism trade.

• To compile tourism, travel and leisure pursuit data and statistics which can be utilized by political

jurisdictions, governmental agencies, educational institutions, private business affected by the tourism

trade, and the general public, in assessing the economic and social impact of tourism in Howard

County, Maryland.
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Good Evening, my name is Kim Drake, resident of Ellicott City/ district 2.

Thank you County council members for your time this evening.

I met Chiara about a year ago when we attended the first CA Climate change and

sustainability advisory committee meeting as new committee members. Right

away she was telling me about her nonprofit. The Community Ecology Institute

and engaged me to be a part of it. I had already been following her social media

site on one part of the nonprofit, Columbia Families in Nature and loved seeing

pictures of children in the natural environment. As a fellow degreed

environmental scientist, I was enthused by her passion, it reminded me of my

own. Since then we've talked about her vision and have been to the farm that the

nonprofit hopes to purchase.

I feel strongly that this 6 acre farm in Columbia is worth preserving and will

become a beneficial community center for Howard County. It will be unique as

Howard County has nothing else like it.

In addition, this could benefit Howard County as the county has signed onto the

US Climate Alliance Natural and working lands challenge = calls on jurisdictions to

reduce emissions and increase carbon sequestration. The community ecology

center will be nearly 6 acres of conservation landscape like rain gardens,

pollinator garden, food forest and carbon sequestration in native trees.

As you can see from the support in this room, residents of Howard county want

this to come to fruition and are willing to volunteer their time to make it a

success. I can say that this group has been fundraising like crazy and still have not

met the goal needed. This is where we hope we can get support from you. Having

worked for an environmental nonprofit and as president of a board of directors of

another nonprofit, I have created budgets and completely understand the

difficulty balancing those budgets! I feel strongly that this is worth budgeting for.

Chiara is highly capable and has the education and professional experience to

make this a success. In addition she has help from several members of Leadership

Howard/ her board and a large group of residents to help. The benefits to our

community will be felt by all as I'm sure Chiara will be sure everyone gets to

experience the Community Ecology Center.

Thank you for your time.



environmental sustainability and climate action,

Nature-based experiential education programming

Farm preservation and agricultural knowledge

Health and nutrition programming

For more than 30 years the world community has tried to resolve the combined challenges of

environmental degradation, fossil fuel dependence, economic inequality and persistent social injustice.

Yet, the scale of these trends has grown, and their effects have become so widespread that they now

threaten the stability of communities around the world. The global sustainability challenges of the past

have become the local resilience crises of today.

Resilience is the ability of a system - like a family, a country, or Earth's biosphere - to cope with short-

term disruptions and adapt to long-term changes without losing its essential character. We depend on

the resilience of all the systems that support us for life and well-being; if these systems falter, we suffer.

A crisis is an unstable state of affairs in which decisive change is both necessary and inevitable. Today

we face four major crises - environmental, energy, economic, and equity - that threaten to overwhelm

the resilience of the systems we care about, particularly at the local level*.



Communities are the ideal level of focus for building resilience because regular people can most

effectively be involved at this level. Cities and states are traditionally the laboratories for social and

economic innovation. One community's experiment can inspire thousands of other experiments,

providing valuable insights and best practices and ultimately building support for larger-scale changes.

This is where the Community Ecology Institute (CEI) comes in.

CEI is a 501c3 non-profit with vision for a world in which people and nature thrive together. Our mission

is to help create communities that are both socially and ecologically healthy. We do this through

evidence-based programs that provide nature-based experiential education around the 4E crises -

environmental, energy, economic, and equity. We put these programs to place in our hometown

community and create tools and resources to help other communities do this important work too. CEI is

on a mission to offer solutions, and to serve as an example for communities all over the world!

Because of our good work, one of the last remaining farms in our community is being sold to CEI for a

fraction of the market value a developer would pay to turn it into another housing complex. This 6.4

acre organic farm in an area rich with important Native and African American history - just saving the

land from development is a worthwhile endeavor! We are going bring the farm back to life through

regenerative, permacultural, biodynamic practices AND create a Community Ecology Center on the

property. The center will be a place where the community can learn through hands-on experiences

about how to live happier, healthier, more connected and sustainable lives while helping to create a

healthier, more resilient community at large.

Small, local, community based urban/ suburban ecology centers have the power to transform

communities, healing the earth and bringing people together with a sense of hope and purpose for the

future. As we create this Community Ecology Center, we will develop resources about how communities

around the country and world can create their own ecology centers in a way that strengthens their local

resilience.

Howard County - US Climate Alliance Natural and working lands challenge = calls on jurisdictions to

reduce emissions and increase carbon sequestration. The community ecology center will be nearly 6

acres of conservation landscape like rain gardens, pollinator garden, food forest and carbon

sequestration in native trees.



Sayers, Margery

From: Jennifer Pollitt Hill <jpollitthill@wearehopeworks.org>
Sent: Wednesday, May 1,2019 5:15 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: HopeWorks testimony on County Operations budget FY20
Attachments: HopeWorks FY20 Budget Testimony to County Council.docx

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear County Council,

Attached please find our written testimony asking for your support of level funding for HopeWorks of Howard county as

presented in the County Executive's budget. Should you have any questions or desire additional information, I am more

than happy to make myself available at your convenience. Thank you for considering our request.

Jennifer Pollitt Hill, MSW | Executive Director
Pronouns: she/her/hers

HopeWorks of Howard County
9770 Patuxent Woods Drive, Suite 300
Columbia, Maryland 21046
410.997.0304ext.7750
ipollitthill@wearehopeworks.org
www.wearehopeworks.org
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9770 Patuxent Woods Drive
Suite 300

Columbia MD 21046

p 410 997 0304
f 4109971397

wearehopeworks.org

Public Hearing - Operating Budget FY 20
Testimony from HopeWorks of Howard County

May 1,2019

Dear County Council,

HopeWorks of Howard County is our county's primary human service

organization tasked with addressing sexual and intimate partner

violence in our community. We work to make Howard County residents

safer through our customized and comprehensive client services as well

as our public education, wellness programming and prevention work.

We have been providing services for those affected by intimate partner

violence since 1978. We expanded to include sexual violence in 2010 and

created specialized services in 2017 for those who have been victims of

human trafficking. This past fiscal year we provided more than 5,200

individual client services and we reached an additional 3,400 through

our community engagement programs.

We are very proud of what we offer to the community, especially critical

during these times of heighten awareness and we cannot provide these

services without the continued partnership and financial support of the

County. Our Community Services Partnership [CSP) grant makes up

approximately 36% of our overall agency budget. Even though that may

seem like a sizable amount, we have slowly been able to reduce the

percentage of CSP funding over time because we have been successful in

growing our total budget with other funding sources. In fact, some of

our other grant sources such as the federal Victims of Crime Act [VOCA)

funding require non-federal matching dollars. CSP dollars are a key

element in HopeWorks ability to leverage funding opportunities outside

of County monies.

We ask that you support the Community Services Partnership grants

program as well as HopeWorks inclusion in this budget. We have asked

for level funding this year and thank you so much for considering this

request.

In addition, we lend our voice to the budget priorities articulated by the

Association of Community Services and the Howard County Housing

Affordability Coalition. Although we are the resident experts in our field,

we cannot and do not do our work alone. HopeWorks deeply values and

relies on community partnerships to best serve our clients. Affordable

housing, transportation, childcare, and reducing health disparities are

not HopeWorks primary focus, but make no mistake these issues are

critical to those we serve. We therefore support and advocate for the

budget priorities that these groups have outlined.

1



Thank you for any assistance in advancing our vision of a world where

all people are safe and valued and where everyone can reach their full

potential. Should you want or need any additional information, I am

happy to make myself available to you.

HOWARD COUNTY

Respectfully,

V^^A
1"

Jennifer Pollitt Hill, MSW
Executive Director

9770 Patuxent Woods Drive
Suite 300

Columbia MD 21046

p 410 997 0304
f 410 997 1397

wearehopeworks.org



Sayers, Margery

From: Cynthia Parr <cparr@archoward.org>

Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2019 4:17 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: Fy'20 Budget Written Testimony
Attachments: Fy'20 Budget Testimony Arc Howard.pdf

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I would like to submit this written testimony in support of the CSP grant allotment for The Arc of
Howard County. Thank you.

Best,
Cindy Parr
Cindy Parr
Executive Director

cparr@archoward.org

The Arc of Howard County
410-730-0638, x225

Achieving full community life for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities - one person at a time.



The Arc
Howard County Achieve with us.

OFFICERS
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OffitKurman

Pam Guzzone
Vice-president
Community Advocate

Cathy Cope
Secretary
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THE ARC OF HOWARD COUNTY
11735 Homewood Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042
T 410730 0638 W www.archoward.ora

May 3, 2019

County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball and Howard County Council

Howard County Government

3430 Courthouse Drive

EllicottCity,MD21043

Good day County Executive Ball and Members of the County Council:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for the support and

understanding you have for the mission of The Arc of Howard County.

I am writing this letter to serve as written testimony in support of the FY'20

budget as it relates to the financial support we receive from Howard County

government through the Community Services Program grant. I am sure you know

from our conversations, how critical this grant is to us at The Arc of Howard

County. This grant is two-fold; as it affords the opportunity to provide respite

services; and, retain one designated staff person, responsible for the maintenance

of close to 40 residential settings throughout Howard County.

Our Respite House is one of four in the state of Maryland. This program provides

quality, temporary care for children and adults at our home located in Columbia,

Maryland. More than 45 families utilize these services which are provided on a

daily, weekly and weekend basis. If we did not have the CSP grant funding, we

would not be able to offer the program.

Our residential program supports 86 individuals living in close to 40 residential

settings. Routine maintenance is necessary to ensure each of these settings

remain intact and accessible. Two staff comprises this department, and without

this funding, we would not be able to perform the various tasks necessary to

maintain safe and livable environments for all the people we support

residentially. Coupled with the routine maintenance, these staff members also

oversee annual maintenance projects which aid in the accessibility and energy

efficiency of our homes. Last year alone, 325 requests for residential repairs were

fielded through our maintenance department. So far this year, we have handled

300 requests for home maintenance. This is due to issues associated with aging

homes and unexpected electrical and plumbing problems. We will easily surpass

the 325 requests from last fiscal year.

For people with intellectual and developmental disabilities



You can imagine the impact the CSP grant has on our program service delivery

in these two areas. Both would be greatly compromised without the $159,750 we

receive from the CSP grant.
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In closing, I would like to say that we here at The Arc of Howard County look

forward to our continued partnership with each of you in the years to come. Once

again, thank you for the financial and programmatic support the County provides.

Sincerely,

Pan-

Executive Director

The Arc of Howard County

William Erskine, President

Board of Directors

The Arc of Howard County



Sayers, Margery

From: edrewyer@verizon.net

Sent: Friday, May 3, 2019 9:33 AM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: NATIONAL FAMILY RESILIENCY CENTER

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

May 1,2019

Dear County Executive Dr. Ball and Members of the Howard County Council/ Chairperson

Christiana Mercer Rigby/ Vice Chairperson Opel Jones/ Liz Walsh/ Deb Yung and David

Yungmann

It has been brought to my attention, and I am deeply saddened and disappointed to hear of the

proposed 50-percent funding cut for the National Family Resiliency Center (NFRC), where I

have been providing therapeutic support to families and children for fifteen years. I have been

a resident of Howard County since 1982 and have a deep commitment to supporting the

wellness of our community. It concerns me deeply that the resources available to our

community will be depleted by the decision to cut the funding to NFRC.

A proposal of a 50-percent cut in the funding for the National Family Resiliency Center should
be reconsidered for the following reasons:

* A large number of families and children in Howard County are experiencing high conflict

relationships and other complex family challenges. Prior to seeking the many resources

provided through the National Family Resiliency Center, these families are in highly volatile

circumstances causing dire safety concerns in our neighborhoods.

* The safety concerns occurring in our neighborhoods are the result of the families who

struggle to cope with losses and changes, as a result of their family divorce or break-up. Very

often these changes occur as a result of untreated mental illness/ substance abuse/ domestic

violence, child abuse/ and untreated developmental challenges. I have worked with families

and children with all of these challenges.

* NFRC has an immense impact on families and children through their group therapy programs.

I have witnessed these benefits through the facilitation of these therapeutic sessions with

children. Over the 15 years I have facilitated groups for children, I have received only

remarkable and compelling feedback from parents and children confirmed by their

participation in multiple group sessions. Our therapeutic group program is a unique resource

to families in Howard County.



* Children and teen volunteers support the group therapy program and volunteer many hours

of their time. The giving and receiving of support by the peer counselors provides families

with the benefits of having a supportive community to help families through their grief. The

grant assists with the peer counselor program and allows us to offer sliding fees to families

who are eligible.

I see a severe need for the services provided to the children and parents of Howard County.

As a resident of Howard County for 37 years, I am quite aware of and concerned about mental

illness in our county. As a therapist at NFRC, I see children and adults living with severe mental

health concerns; have reported many child abuse circumstances to CPS; supported and

educated children about their parent's mental illness; counseled children and adolescents

struggling with their illness of suicide and provided therapy to those experiencing trauma. This

is what the clinicians of NFRC do on a daily basis, so that all of the families and children of

Howard County can be a part of a healthy environment.

Please DO NOT cut the funding for this outstanding non-profit center. The National Family

Resiliency Center has taken action for thirty years to support an area of need that is a prevalent

and under-served population by providing creative and innovative programs that support families

and children in our community.

Thank you for reading this email and considering the points made relative to the cut in funding

for the National Family Resiliency Center.

Sincerely,

Elaine K. Drewyer, LCSW-C

National Family Resiliency Center
410-740-9553 Extension 206

www. nf re h elp.org


