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Public Heanng ^ ^ . \^\ T^L^
Council Action 'X>eC.l\ZOl^~

Executive Action \~^C , f^^Z/M^
Effective Date F^, K^^7.^

County Council of Howard County, Maryland

. 2019 Legislative Session Legislative Day No. 13

Bill No. 64 -2019

Introduced by: Opel Jones and Christiana Mercer Rigby

AN ACT to require a specified fee on certain disposable bags; providing for the collection of the

fee and the administration of the subtitle; specifying the duties of certain stores; creating

a Disposable Plastics Reduction Fund; providing for the administration and uses of the

Fund; providing for penalties for certain violations; requiring certain studies and reports;

and generally relating to disposable bags in the County.

Introduced and read first time _, 2019. Ordered pos^d apcHieariyg scheduled.

By order.
Diane Sctiwartz Joiies, Ady.tilustrator

Having been posted §i\d notice of tame & ptacg of hearing & title of Bill having been published according to Charter, the Bill was read for a second time al
a public heiiritig on >i0^£ev^'?c^- ^ , 2019.

By order. -^
»anerSchwartz Jones. AdmnO^tralor

This Bill was read ti:c third time on V^-&;i^7f^20I9 and Passed , Passed with amendments 'SC/1 . PaMed
^.

Sealed with thd County Seal and presenled to the County Executive for approval thjs-^_ I "f\ day of

By order

(A^pffoved'b^ttie County Executive VX C^. {V\ Wf Clf , 2019

/ ^y»wf n^.-^ —)—' \sW- -f VIS.a
[aneSdiwartz Jones. Acifninistrator

m&s. Administrator

Calvin Ball, CStfflTrBm'CTR've

NOTE: [[test in brackets]] indicates deletions from existing law; TEXT IN SMALL CAPITALS indicates additions to existing law; Stf4ke-eyt indicates
material deSeted by amenciment; Underlining mdicaies material added by amendment.



1 Section 1, Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard

2 County Code is amended as follows:

3 By adding:

4 Title 20 - Taxes, charges, and fees

5 Subtitle 13. Disposable bag fees.

6

7 Title 20 - Taxes, charges, and fees

8 SUBTITLE 13. DISPOSABLE BAG FEES

9

10 SEC. 20.1300. DEFINITIONS.

11 (A) IN GENERAL.

12 IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS INDICATED.

13 (B) "DISPOSABLE BAG".

14 "DISPOSABLE BAG" HAS THE MEANING STATED IN SECTION 13-1001 OF THE LOCAL

15 GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE MARYLAND CODE.

16 (CY'STORE".

17 "STORE" HAS THE MEANING STATED IN SECTION 13-1001 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

18 ARTICLE OF THE MARYLAND CODE.

19 SEC. 20.1301. FEE IMPOSITION.

20 AS AUTHORIZED BY TITLE 13, SUBTITLE 10 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE

21 MARYLAND CODE, A FEE OF 5 CENTS IS IMPOSED FOR EACH DISPOSABLE BAG THAT A STORE

22 PROVIDES TO A CUSTOMER.

23 SEC. 20.1302. DUTIES OF STORE.

24 (A) COLLECTION.

25 (1) EACH STORE THAT PROVIDES A DISPOSABLE BAG TO A CUSTOMER MUST

26 COLLECT THE FEE IMPOSED BY SECTION 20.1301 OF THIS SUBTITLE WHEN THE CUSTOMER PAYS FOR

27 THE PRODUCTS PLACED IN THE DISPOSABLE BAG.

28 (2) THE STORE MUST INDICATE ON THE CUSTOMER'S RECEIPT THE NUMBER OF

29 DISPOSABLE BAGS PROVIDED TO THE CUSTOMER AND THE FEES COLLECTED FOR THE DISPOSABLE

30 BAGS.

31 (B) REMITTANCE.

1



1 (1) SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH (4) OF THIS SUBSECTION, A STORE SHALL REMIT THE

2 FEES COLLECTED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION TO THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE ON OR

3 BEFORE THE STORE'S LAST BUSINESS DAY OF EACH CALENDAR QUARTER. THE STORE MUST

4 INCLUDE WITH THE REMITTANCE THE INFORMATION THAT THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REQUIRES.

5 (2) TO COVER THE ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE OF COLLECTING AND REMITTING THE

6 FEE, THE STORE MAY RETAIN UP TO W% 20% OF EACH 5 CENT FEE COLLECTED.

7 (3) IF A STORE DOES NOT COMPLY WITH PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION, THE

8 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE MAY ESTIMATE THE REMITTANCE DUE AND SEND A BILL TO THE STORE AT

9 THE STORE'S LAST KNOWN ADDRESS. THE STORE SHALL PAY THE BILL WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER THE

10 BILL IS SENT.

11 (4) A STORE NEED NOT REMIT THE FEES COLLECTED UNTIL THE AMOUNT COLLECTED

12 IS AT LEAST $50 QUARTERLY.

13 (5) A STORE SHALL HOLD THE FEES COLLECTED IN TRUST FOR THE COUNTY UNTIL

\ 4 THE STORE REMITS THE COLLECTED FEES TO THE COUNTY.

15 (C)RECORDS.

16 EACH STORE SHALL KEEP FOR 3 YEARS THE RECORDS REQUIRED TO VERIFY THE

17 AMOUNTS CALCULATED UNDER THIS SECTION.

18 (D)SIGNAGE.

19 EACH STORE SHALL POST APPROPRIATE NOTICES DESIGNED TO REMIND CUSTOMERS

20 TO USE NON-DISPOSABLE BAGS, INCLUDING POSTING AT EACH PLACE WHERE SHOPPING CARTS ARE

21 KEPT FOR CUSTOMERS AND AT EACH PLACE WHERE CUSTOMERS PAY. THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

22 IN CONSULTATION WITH THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY StJSTAINABlUTY MAY ADOPT GUIDELINES TO

23 CARRY OUT THIS SECTION.

24 SEC. 20.1303. ADMINISTRATION BY COUNTY.

25 EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE INDICATED, THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SHALL ADMINISTER

26 THIS SUBTITLE.

27 SEC. 20.1304. PENALTIES.

28 (A) LATE REMITTANCE PENALTY.

29 A STORE THAT DOES NOT REMIT THE FEES AS THIS SUBTITLE REQUIRES IS LIABLE FOR

30 INTEREST ON THE OVERDUE REMITTANCE AT A RATE OF I % PER MONTH FOR EACH MONTH, OR

31 PART OF A MONTH, THAT THE REMITTANCE IS DUE.



1 (B) VIOLATION OF SUBTITLE.

2 FAILURE TO COLLECT THE FEES, REMIT THE FEES, SUBMIT THE REQUIRED INFORMATION,

3 KEEP THE RECORDS, OR POST THE SIGNS AS THIS SUBTITLE REQUIRES IS A CLASS A CIVIL VIOLATION

4 SUBJECT TO CIVIL PENALTIES UNDER TITLE 24 OF THIS CODE. FOR PURPOSES OF TITLE 24, THE

5 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE IS THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL.

6 (C) CONTINUING REQUIREhWT TO COMPLY.

7 THE IMPOSITION OF A CIVIL PENALTY DOES NOT RELIEVE A STORE OF ANY REQUIREMENTS

8 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

9 SEC. 20.1305. DISPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUCTION FUND.

10 (A) IN GENERAL.

11 THERE IS A NON-REVERTING FUND KNOWN AS THE DISPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUCTION

12 FUND.

13 (B) COMPONENTS.

14 THE DISPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUCTION FUND CONSISTS OF MONEY COLLECTED UNDER

15 THIS SUBTITLE, INCLUDING CIVIL PENALTIES.

16 SEC. 20.1306. DISPOSITION OF FEE REVENUES.

17 THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY AND THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SHALL

18 USE THE DISPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUCTION FUND:

19 (1) FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL PURPOSE, INCLUDING:

20 (l) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROGRAM TO PROVIDE REUSABLE BAGS TO

21 INDIVIDUALS IN THE COUNTY, PREDOMINANTLY TO VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS;

22 (II) MAKING GRANTS TO ENTITIES ENGAGED IN:

23 A. WATER QUALITY AND WATER POLLUTION EDUCATION;

24 B. ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT SCHOOL

25 CURRICULUM;

26 C. STREAM CLEAN UPS; OR

27 D. ANTI-LITTERING EDUCATION; AND

28 (III) ACTIVITIES TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE BENEFITS AND METHODS OF

29 REDUCING THE USE OF DISPOSABLE PLASTICS; AND

30 (2) TO IMPLEMENT, ADMINISTER, AND ENFORCE THIS SUBTITLE.

31 SEC. 20.1307. STUDIES & REPORTS.



1 (A) IN GENERAL.

2 WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE END OF EACH FISCAL YEAR AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH

3 SECTION 22.1000 OF THIS CODE, THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE JOINTLY WITH THE OFFICE OF

4 COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL AND THE

5 COUNTY EXECUTIVE THAT INCLUDES:

6 (1) AN ANALYSIS OF THE FEES COLLECTED UNDER THIS SUBTITLE;

7 (2) THE COST TO THE COUNTY OF CARRYING OUT THIS SUBTITLE;

8 (3) AN EVALUATION OF THE COUNTY'S PROGRESS IN REDUCING THE USE OF DISPOSABLE

9 BAGS AND OTHER DISPOSABLE PLASTICS;

10 (4) THE IMPACT ON AND THE RESPONSES OF STORES THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THIS SUBTITLE;

11 AND

12 (5) RECOMMENDATIONS ON CHANGES TO THIS SUBTITLE OR ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES TO

13 REDUCING THE USE OF DISPOSABLE PLASTICS.

14 {^ASSISTANCE.

15 EACH UNIT OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT SHALL COOPERATE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF

16 FINANCE AND THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY IN CARRYING OUT THIS SECTION.

17

18 Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that

19 enforcement of this Act. shall begin on July 1, 2020 October 1, 2020.

20

21 Section 3. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that

22 this Act shall become effective 61 days after its enactment.

23



BY THE COUNCIL

^ils Bill, havmg been approved by the Bxecutive and retw'ned to the Council, stands enacted on

T>^j£^V\^C, fc^ .2019-.

Ufu^nl U . \ ///^^t
Diane Schwartz Jd^es, Ad^instfator totlie Couuty Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, havmg been passed by the yeas and nays oftwo-thirds of the members of the Council notwithstanding the
objections of the Executive, stands enacted on-_, 2019.

Diane gchwartz Jones, Administi-ator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having received neither the approval nor the disapproval of the Executive within ten days of its

presentation, stands enacted on_ ,2019.

Diane Scliwartz Jones, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, not having been considered on fmal readmg within the time required by Charter^ stands failed for want of
consideration on,_ ,__ , 2019.

Diane Schwartz Jones, Admmisfa'ator to the Couaty Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been disapproved by the Executive and havmg failed on passage •upon consideration by the
Council stands failed on.,_ _ ,2019.

Diaue Schwartz Jones, Administrator to the Comity Council

BY THB COUNCIL

This Bill, the withdrawal of which received a vote oftwo-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Council, is withdrawn
from further consideration on __._ _, 2019.

Diaae Schwartz Jones, Admmistrator to the County CounciJ



BY: Opel Jones

Amendment \ to Council Bill No. 64-2019

Legislative Day No.

Date: ^CW^r_^2p^

Amendment No.

(This Amendment alters the amount a store may retain for administrative expenses.)

1 On page 2, in line 6, strike "10%" and substitute "20%".

wm .^ece

smvgg



Amendment ^ to Council Bill No.64-2019

BY: Opel Jones Legislative Day No.

Date: "^^Q^Otjr ^"2AC|

Amendment No.

(This Amendment alters the date to begin enforcement of the Act.)

1 On page 4, in line 19, strike "July 1, 2020" and substitute "October 7. 2Q2(f\



Amendment 0_ to Council Bill No. 64-2019

BY: Deb Jung Legislative Day No. IL}

Date: T>e.t€Tv\WT '2-^

Amendment No. <

(This Amendment bans disposable plastic bags begmning July 1, 2021.)

1 On the title page, in the purpose paragraph, in the first line after "bags" insert "under certain

2 wcymstances"» after the last semi-colon, insert "prohibiting specified disposable plastic bags

3 after a certain date;".

4

5 On page 1, after line 6, insert:

6 "Title 22 - General provisions.

7 Subtitle 11 — Miscellaneous

8 Section 22 \1100, Disposable bass.".

9

10 Also on page 1, in line 25 , strike "EACH" and substitute, "SUBJECT TO SECTION 22.1100 OF THE

11 COUNTXCODE^ACH".

12

13 On page 4, after line 16, insert:

14

15 "Title 22 -_General_provisions.

16 SUBTITLE 11 - MISCELLANEOUS,

17

18 SEC. 22J 100. DISPOSABLE BAGS.

19 (A) DEFINITIONS.

20 (1) IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS INDICATED,

wnm^
mw 5>^^c
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1 C2) "DISPOSABLE BAG" HAS THE MEANING STATED IN SECTION 13-1001 OF THE LOCAL

2 GOVERNMENT ARTICLEOF THE_MARYLAND CQDE.

3 f3) "STORE" HAS THE MEANING STATED IN SECTION 13-1001 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

4 ARTICLE OF THE MARYLAND CODE,

5 (B) IN GENERAL.

6 ON AND AFTER JULY 1,2021, A STORE MAY NOT PROVIDE A DISPOSABLE BAG TO A CUSTOMER,

7 fc) VIOLATION.

8 A VIOLATION OFTHIS SECTIONIS A CLASS A CIVIL VIOLATION SUBJECT TOCIVIL PENALTIES

9 UNDER TITLE 24 OF THIS CODE, FOR PURPOSES OF TITLE 24, THE DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONS,

10 LICENSES, AND PERMITS IS THE ENFORCING AGENCY."

11



Amendment ^ to Council Bill No. 64-2019

BY: Deb Jung Legislative Day No. 14

Date: December 2,2019

Amendment No,

(This Amendment provides that recipients of certain public benefits do not pay the bag fee.)

1

2 On page 1:

3 • after line 1 9, insert: "(A) IN GENERAL"

4 • In line 20, strike "As" and substitute "EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BY SUBSECTION CB) OF THIS

5 SECTION. AS".

6 • After line 22, insert:

7 "(B) EXCEPTION.

8 A FEE SHALL NOT BE IMPOSED ON A DISPOSABLE BAG THAT IS USED TO CONTAIN PURCHASES

9 MADE BY A CUSTOMER USING:

10 fl) A VOUCHER OR ELECTRONIC BENEFITS TRANSFER CARD ISSUED UNDER THE FOOD

11 SUPPLEMENT PROGRAM fFSP);

12 (7) WOMEN INFANTS AND CHILDREN PROGRAM CWIQ; OR

13 C3) THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP)."

o-c



Introduced K)c^ . 4 ^"^i^
Public Hearing _h^J_^LZO<
Council Action P<^ . Z '' '~Kt!\a\

Executive Action

Effsctive Date

2019 Legislative Session

County Council of Howard County ,JHaryland

Legislative Day No.

BiUNo.^J"20J
/

Introduced by: Opel Jones anc^hristiana Mercer Rigby

AN ACT to require a specified fee on certain 4jtposable bags; providing for the collection of the
^

fee and the administration of the subtle; specifying the duties of certain stores; creating
^

a Disposable Plastics Reduction j^nd; providing for the administration and uses of the

Fund; providing for penalties yr certain violations; requiring certain studies and reports;

and generally relating to di^bsable bags in the County.

Introduced and read first time ., 2019, Ordered posted ?tia"R^arihg sclieduled.

By order. '^i/^Q. /^M^{^AiS.
Diane §chwariz jfihes, Adi^iistrator

Having been posted ajpf^ notice o^Time&pIape^f hearing & title of Bill having been published according to Charter, the Bill was read for a second time at
a pubiic hearing on_(S^<e^^<?h l>^, 2019,

This Bill was read ttie tWd time on

Sane-ScTwartz Jonss, AdministE^tor

(U9 and Passed , Passed with amendment

Bv order V^ L
A-//' °^. 1 —: ~' T •lr

/ I^ancSchwartz Jones, Admj^h-ator
t^

Sealed witli thej^ounty Seal and presented to the County Executive for approval ttiis _, day of_, 2019 at _ a.m./p.m.

By order,
Diane Schwartz Jones. Administrator

Approve|Fby the Counly Executive. „,2019

Calvin Bstli, County Executive

NOTE; [[text in braclcets]] indicates deletions from existing law, TEXT IN SMALL CAPITALS indicates additions to existing law; Strike out indicates
malcriai deleted by amendment; Underlmjng indicates material added by amendment.





1 Section L Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard

2 County Code is amended as follows:

3 By adding:

4 Title 20 - Taxes, charges, and fees

5 Subtitle 13. Disposable bag fees.

6

7 Title 20" Taxes, charges, and fees

8 SUBTITLE 13. DISPOSABLE BAG FEES

9

10 SEC. 20.1300. DEFINITIONS.

11 (A) IN GENERAL.

12 IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAV^HE MEANINGS INDICATED.

13 (B)<(DISPOSABLE BAG'\

14 "DISPOSABLE BAG" HAS THE MEANING ^.TED IN SECTION 13-1001 OP THE LOCAL

15 GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE MARYLAND it»DE.

16 (cytSTORE>\

17 "STORB" HAS THE MEANING STAHD IN SECTION 13-1001 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

18 ARTICLE OF THE MARYLAND CODE.

19 SEC. 20.1301. FEE IMPOSITION.

20 AS AUTHORIZED BY TITLE 1J, SUBTITLE 10 OP THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE

21 MARYLAND CODE, A FEE OF 5 CE^S IS IMPOSED FOR EACH DISPOSABLE BAG THAT A STORE

22 PROVIDES TO A CUSTOMER.

23 SEC. 20.1302. DUTIES OF STCU

24 (A) COLLECTION.

25 (1) EACH ST(|kE THAT PROVIDES A DISPOSABLE BAG TO A CUSTOMER MUST

26 COLLECT THE FEE IMPOSED^Y SECTION 20.1301 OF THIS SUBTITLE WHEN THE CUSTOMER PAYS FOR

27 THE PRODUCTS PLACED INfHE DISPOSABLE BAG.

28 (2) THE ST|)RE MUST INDICATE ON THE CUSTOMER'S RECEIPT THE NUMBER OF

29 DISPOSABLE BAGS PROVIDED TO THE CUSTOMER AND THE FEES COLLECTED FOR THE DISPOSABLE

30 BAGS.

31 (B) REMITTANCE.





1 (1) SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH (4) OF THIS SUBSECTION, A STORE SHALL REMIT JE^TE

2 FEES COLLECTED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OP THIS SECTION TO THE DIRECTOR OF FlNAN(^t)N OR

3 BEFORE THE STORE'S LAST BUSFNESS DAY OF EACH CALENDAR QUARTER. THE STOR^UST

4 INCLUDB WITH THE REMITTANCE THE INFORMATION THAT THE DIRECTOR OF FlN^CE REQUIRES.
f/

5 (2) TO COVER THE ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE OF COLLECTINq/^ND REMITTING THE

6 FEE, THE STORE MAY RETAIN UP TO 10 % OP EACH 5 CENT FEE COLLECTED^

7 (3) IF A STORE DOES NOT COMPLY WITH PARAGRAPH (l)jt5p THIS SUBSECTION, THE

8 DIRECTOR OF FINANCE MAY ESTIMATE THE REMITTANCE DUE AND S||ND A BILL TO THE STORE AT
/y

9 THE STORE'S LAST KNOWN ADDRESS. THE STORE SHALL PAY THRILL WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER THE

10 BILL IS SENT.

11 (4) A STORE NEED NOT REMIT THE FEES COIJ^CTED UNTIL THE AMOUNT COLLECTED

12 IS AT LEAST $50 QUARTERLY,

13 (5) A STORE SHALL HOLD THE FEES CO^BCTED IN TRUST FOR THE COUNTY UNTIL

14 THE STORE REMITS THE COLLECTED FEES TO THE CoilNTY.

15 (C) RECORDS.

16 EACH STORE SHALL KEEP FOR ^EARS THE RECORDS REQUIRED TO VERIFY THE

17 AMOUNTS CALCULATED UNDER THIS SECTK

18 (D)SIGNAGE.

19 EACH STORE SHALL PO^APPROPRIATE NOTICES DESIGNED TO REMIND CUSTOMERS

20 TO USE NON-DISPOSABLE BAGS, INCITING POSTING AT EACH PLACE WHERE SHOPPING CARTS ARE

21 KEPT FOR CUSTOMERS AND AT EAOR'PLACE WHERE CUSTOMERS PAY. THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

22 IN CONSULTATION WITH THE OpjH&E OF COMMUNITY SUSTAINABJLITY MAY ADOPT GUIDELINES TO

23 CARRY OUT THIS SECTION.

24 SEC. 20.1303. ADMINISTR^ION BY COUNTY.

25 EXCEPT AS OTHE^ISE FNDICATED, THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SHALL ADMINISTER

26 THIS SUBTITLE.

27 SEC. 20.1304. PENAfrES.

28 (A) LATE R^flTTANCE PENALTY.

29 A STORJEjHAT DOES NOT REMIT THE FEES AS THIS SUBTITLE REQUIRES IS LIABLE FOR

30 INTEREST ON T^E OVERDUE REMITTANCE AT A RATE OF 1 % PER MONTH FOR EACH MONTH, OR

31 PART OP A M^NTH, THAT THE REMITTANCE IS DUE.



1 (B) VIOLATION OF SUBTITLE.

2 FAILURE TO COLLECT THE FEES, REMIT THE FEES, SUBMIT THE REQUIRED INFQI^vIATION,
ife/

3 KEEP THE RECORDS, OR POST THE SIGNS AS THIS SUBTITLE REQUIRES IS A CLASS P^SW^L VIOLATION
^

4 SUBJECT TO CIVIL PENALTIES UNDER TITLE 24 OP THIS CODE. FOR PURPOSES O^TITLE 24, THE

5 DIRECTOR OP FINANCE IS THE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL.

6 (C) CONTJNUING REQUIREMENT TO COMPLY. ^

7 THE IMPOSITION OF A CIVIL PENALTY DOES NOT RELIEVE A S-^E OF ANY REQUIREMENTS

8 OF THIS SUBTITLE. ^/'
^y

9 SEC. 20.1305. DISPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUCTION FUND. ^
ff

10 (A) IN GENERAL.

11 THERE IS A NON-REVERTING FUND KNOWN AS THS?SPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUCTION

12 FUND.

13

14

(B) COMPONENTS.

THE DISPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUCTION Fj^iD CONSISTS OF MONEY COLLECTED UNDER

15 THIS SUBTITLE, INCLUDING CIVIL PENALTIES.

16 SEC. 20.1306. DISPOSITION OF FEE REVENl

17 THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY SuSTjifiMABILITY AND THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SHALL

18 USE THE DISPOSABLE PLASTICS REDUC'ffclN FUND:

19 (1) FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL ggRPOSE, INCLUDING:
f

20 (I) THE ESTABLISHN^pT OF A PROGRAM TO PROVIDE REUSABLE BAGS TO

21 INDIVIDUALS IN THE COU^Y, PREDOMINANTLY TO VULNERABLE HMDIVJDUALS;

22 (II) MAKING GR|pTS TO ENTITIES ENGAGED IN:

23 A. W^&R QUALITY AND WATER POLLUTION EDUCATION^

24 B. ^VlRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT SCHOOL

25 CURRICUi

26 H, STREAM CLEAN UPS; OR

27 JiD. ANTI-UTTERING EDUCATION; AND
w

28 (III) Htn'IVITIES TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE BENEFITS AND METHODS OF

29 REDUCING^HE USE OF DISPOSABLE PLASTICS; AND

30 (2) TO IM^EMENT» ADMINISTER, AND ENFORCE THIS SUBTITLE.

31 SEC. 20.1307. ^UDIES & REPORTS.





1 (A) IN GENERAL.

2 WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE END OF EACH FISCAL YEAR AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH

3 SECTION 22.1000 OF THIS CODE, THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE JOINTLY WITH TH^'OFFICE OF
/"'

4 COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL AND THE

5 COUNTY EXECUTIVE THAT INCLUDES: //

6 (1) AN ANALYSIS OF THE FEES COLLECTED UNDER THIS SUBTITLB^

7 (2) THE COST TO THE COUNTY OF CARRYING OUT THIS SUBT^LE;
/

8 (3) AN EVALUATION OF THE COUNTY'S PROGRESS IN REDyptNG THE USE OF DISPOSABLE
//

9 BAGS AND OTHER DISPOSABLE PLASTICS; /

10 (4)THE IMPACT ON AND THE RESPONSES OP STORES^HAT ARE SUBJECT TO THIS SUBTITLE;

11 AND /

12 (5) RECOMMENDATIONS ON CHANGES TO THIS ^tJBTITLE OR ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES TO

13 REDUCFNG THE USE OF DISPOSABLE PLASTICS. /
/..-''

14 (^ASSISTANCE. /;

15 EACH UNIT OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT ^HALL COOPERATE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OP

16 FINANCE AND THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY ^USTAINABILITY IN CARRYING OUT THIS SECTION.

17

18 Section 2. And Be It Further Ennctefby the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that

19 enforcement of this Act shall begin gft July 1, 2020.

20

21 Section 3. And Be It Further Ef acted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that

22 this Act shall become effectiveffl days after its enactment.

23



Introduced ^TU\<< ,?f!t c\

Pubiic iiearinil^UAlZG^
Couiici!actiO!iti^.'Z.t?JL>^<

Executive action^Y-' t1 , ^ {), ,,^1 i "i
^

Effectivedals \-^ ^^. f-\\ 't(\"( ^

County Council of Howard County, Maryland

2019 Legislative Session Legislative day #

BILL NO. 6?5T - 2019 (ZRA-189)

Introduced by: David Yungmami

AN ACT amending the Howard County Zoning Regulations to authorize the hearing authority to

reduce the setback for buildings and parking uses associated with Commercial Athletic

Facilities to no less than 25 feet if the petition includes detailed plans for screening that

presents an attractive and effective visual barrier for neighboring properties; and

generally relating to Commercial Athletic Facilities Conditional Uses.

Introduced and read first time F\j OVe-yv\\=>e-<~ "\. 2019. Ordered posted^iu^ hearing scheduled,

By order J^-^^^U^ V-} ' \J/Wi^
)iane Schwartz Jonds, Adramis^tor

Having been posted and notice of time & place of hearing & tit e^fBill having been published according to Charter, the Bill was read for a
second time at a public hearingon V4o^^jiAJ\V/-y^ ^ ^ - 2019.

By order ^^^HM,y( '. S^7T^?<-
Diaile Schwartz J6n"es, A^Sfiimshatw

Tl-iis BiEl was read the third time on O<?C^AS^Q^ ^2019 aiidPasse(y^^-,Pass£(Lwith amendments ^ ,Faiied

By order fOM^ ^/\ ^/>tP^_
Diane Sdiwartz Jones. Adini&iStrator

Seai?d v/ith the County Seal and presented to the County Executive for appKwgl tiiisH^ay of^CjCS ^4^2019 at 3 a,m^n>

By o^f^^^A.^^. y^/Y\^^
Diahe Schwartz Jones,'Adi-t^istrator

C^P?roved7yetoed by the County Executive T./A' Q^-Av.Vru l^ 2019

Calvin Balf, County Executive

NOTE: [[text in brackets]] indicates deletions Qom existing law; TEXT IN SMALL CAPITALS indicates additions to existing law; Strike-eirt
indicates material deleted by amendment; Underlining indicates material added by amendment.



1
2 Section 1. Be it enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, iJwt the Howard

3 Cowtty Zoiwtg Regulations are hereby amended as follows:

4

5 By Amending:

6 Section 131.0: tlCondiiwnal Uses"

7 ' Subsection 0. "New CondHional Use Categories"

8 Number 1. "Athletic Facilities, Commercial"

9

10 HOWARD COUNTY ZONING REGULATIONS

11

12 SECTION 131.0: Conditional Uses

13

14 0. New Conditional Use Categories

15 1. Athletic Facilities, Commercial

16 b. [[Buildings]] (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SECTION,

17 BUILDINGS and parking uses shall be at least 75 feet from a residential lot or parcel.

18 (2) THE HEARING AUTHORITY MAY REDUCE THE SETBACK SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION TO NO LESS

19 THAN 25 FEET IF THE PETITION INCLUDES DETAILED PLANS FOR SCREENING, CONSISTING

20 OF A COMBINATION OF A SOLID FENCE OR WALL AND LANDSCAPING OR AN EQUIVALENT

21 COMBINATION, THAT PRESENTS AN ATTRACTIVE AND EFFECTIVE VISUAL BARRIER FOR

22 NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES.

23 Section Z ^e H further enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that this

24 Act shall become effective 61 days after its enactment.



BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been approved by the Executive and returned to the Council, stands enacted on
P^cei^\\ne.r^^y v , 201,9. .

U^u^^iA^M^L-
>iane Schwartz Joiies, A4^ffliistt'ator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been passed by the yeas and nays oftwo-thii-ds of the members of the Council notwithstandmg the

objections of the Executive, stands enacted on_,2019.

Diane Schwartz Jones, Administrator to the County Council

BY THB COUNCIL

This Bill, having received neither the approval nor the disapproval of the Executive within ten days of its
presentation^ stands enacted on_,2019.

Diane Schwartz Jones, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, not having been considered on final reading -withm the time required by Charter, stands failed for want of
consideratiou on,___ __, 2019.

Diane Schwartz Jones, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been disapproved by the Executive and having failed on passage upon consideration by the
Council stands failed on__ ._ ,,_ ,2019.

Diaiie Schwartz Jones, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, the withdrawal of which received a vote oftwo-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Council, is withdrawn

from further consideration on _ __,_ ,2019.

Diaue Schwartz Jones, Administrator to the County Council



Amendment \ to Council Bill No. 64-2019

BY: Opel Jones Legislative Day No. ^

Date: ^>mv\^T ^\^€\

Amendment No. \ _

(This Amendment alters the amount a store may retain for administrative expenses.)

1 On page 2, in line 6, strike "10%" and substitute "20%".



Amendment 2» to Council Bill No. 64-2019

BY: Opel Jones Legislative Day No.

Date: ^€dE^AYXjr^&AC|

Amendment No*

(This Amendment alters the date to begin enforcement of the Act.)

1 On page 4, in line 19, strike w July I, 2020" and substitute "October 1. 2Q20'\



Amendment 3 to Council Bill No.64-2019

BY: Deb Jung Legislative Day No.\L)

Date: T^ejW/yW 2-^"

Amendment No.<

(This Amendment bans disposable plastic bags beginning July 7, 2021.)

1 On the title page, in the purpose paragraph, in the first line after "bags" insert "under certain

2 circumstances"; after the last semi-colon, insert "prohibiting specified disposable plastic bags

3 after a certain date;".

4

5 On page 1, after line 6, insert:

6 "Title 22 - General provisions.

7 Subtitle 11 -Miscellaneous

.8 Section 22.1100. Disposable bass. ".

9

10 Also on page 1, in line 25, strike "EACH" and substitute, "SUBJECT TO SECTION 22.1100 OF THE

11 COUNTY CODE, EAOi".

12

13 On page 4, after line 16, insert:

14

15 "Title 22 ~ General provisions.

16 SUBTITLE 11 -MISCELLANEOUS,

17

18 SEC. 22.1100. DISPOSABLE BAGS.

19 (A} DEFINITIONS.

20 0) IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS INDICATED.



1 f2) "DISPOSABLE BAG" HAS THE MEANING STATED IN SECTION 13-1001 _OF THE_LOCAL

2 GOVERNMENTARTICLE OF THE MARYLAND_CODE^

3 {3) "STORE"_HAS THE MEANING STATED IN_SECTION 13-1001 OFTHE LOCAL GQYERNMENT

4 ARTICLE OF THE MARYLAND CODE,

5 (B) IN GENERAL.

6 ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2021, A STORE MAYNOT PROVIDE A DISPOSABLE BAG TO A CUSTOMER.

7 fc) VIOLATION.

8 A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION IS A CLASS A CIVIL VIOLATION SUBJECT TO CIVIL PENALTIES

9 UNDER TITLE 24 OF THIS CODE. FOR PURPOSES OF TITLE 24, THE DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTIONS,

10 LICENSES, AND PERMITS IS THE ENFORCING AGENCY."

11



Sayers, Margery

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

no-repfy@howardcountymd.gov

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 11:02 AM
obxbouyee12@gmail.com
Council - Plastic bag TAX

First
Name:

Last
Name:

Email:

Street
Address:

City:

Subject:

Message:

Daniel

Schiavone

obxbouveel2@cimaii.com

6238 Woodcrest Dr

Eliicott City

Plastic bag TAX

"I'm a 30 year county resident I raised 3 kids here and have enjoyed the parks and other perks of the county.
I'm infuriated that you passed a plastic bag TAX. You don't call it a tax, but 4 cents goes to the county. FOR
WHAT! If you're coilecting revenue from tax payers/ it's a frigg!n TAX! How about you MANDATE RECYCLING of
the bags? This TAX isn'fc going to solve the problem of plastic bag usage, the CORE of the issue. I recycle
EVERYTHING I can from my house. What is the county doing to make it a greener county/ taxing plastic bags!
If that 4 cents is going towards a recycling option, I'll pay it. I read it's for cleaning the environment; an
environmental cleaning TAX, Call it !ike it is! I'll do everything I can to avoid paying the most expensive county
in the state even more money. I thought the rain tax was rtdicuious/ you've kicked it up a notch."
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Sayers,

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Margery

Sara Keller <saracke

Monday, December

CounciiMail
CB64

ller81@gmail.com>
2, 2019 9:17 PM

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

He!!o/

Please support CB64 as written, with a fee on plastic bags. Studies show that the fee is
the most effective way to change behavior.

A ban dictates, does not give choice and does not allow consumers to make the linkage

between their actions and the environment.

This bill is bigger than plastic bags. This bill is about a necessary cultural shift to throw
away our throwaway mentality that will not occur with a ban.

Sincerely,

Sara Keller

8229 Rippling Branch Rd

Laurel



Sayers, Margery

From: Patricia Hooker <patricia_wilis@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, December 2, 2019 4:54 PM
To: Walsh, ESizabeth; CoundlMail
Subject: CB 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only ciick on links or attachments if
you know fche sender,]

Dear Council Members,
In my original letter to you about CB64 I described how my behavior relative to plastic bags was
changed due to my experience of grocery shopping weekly for my daughter in Montgomery
County, it took a while for that to happen for me in Howard just because of habit, but as I mentioned I
now use only reusuable bags. I do believe that charging the fee is a gent!e reminder to do the right
thing for the sake of the planet and that it may take a while to see results just due to habit.

I understand that an amendment to CB64 has been proposed which would be a ban on plastic bags. I
believe an outright ban would cause a great deai of anger and disruption in the community whereas a
fee for the bags gives people a choice and is more like!y to change behavior in the long run.

I hope you will vote for the original bill as written.

Thank you,
Patricia Hooker
1175 Hoods Mill Rd
Cooksville, MD 21723

410-489-4314



Sayers, Margery

From: Klmberiee Drake <kimdrakeenv@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 2, 2019 1:53 PM
To: CouncilMaEI
Subject: CB64 Bag fee

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy click on links or attachments if
you know fche sender,]

Dear Councilmembers,

I know you have difficult decisions to make this evening and I would iike to submit my final thoughts.

befieve the best course of actiori at this time is to pass the bag fee legislation without an amendment to ban plastic

bags. Studies show a fee decreases the use of disposable bags more than a ban. in fact/some municipalities have

undone their bans in favor of a fee.

A fee will give the county funds to support the environmentai education needed to prepare Howard County for a ban in
the future.

Please support a Fee on disposable bags tonight!

Then work with your environmental community on a future ban and/or fee on paper bags.

Thank you,
Kim Drake
District 2



Sayers, Margery

From: Linda Bolen <lcboIen7Eg)gmai!.com>
Sent: Monday, December 2. 2019 12:48 PM
To: CouncilMail; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann, David; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones,

Opel
Subject: Please support CB64 as written

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Please Support CB64 as written, with a fee on plastic bags. Studies show that the fee is the most

effective way to change behavior.

A ban dictates, does not give choice and does not allow consumers to make the linkage between their

actions and the environment.

This bill is bigger than plastic bags. This bill is about a necessary cultural shift to throw away our

throwaway mentality that will not occur with a ban.

Sincerely,

Linda Bolen

11101 Resort Rd #237

Ellicottdty,MD.21042



Sayers, Margery

From: Carter <cartercian2001@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, December 2, 2019 12:04 PM
To: CouncifMaii; Knight, Karen

Cc: Yungmann, David; Jones, Opel

Subject: Bag Tax

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Howard County Members/

I am writing in support of the bag tax biil with ammendments. i would like to see a portion of the money raised used to
incentivize stores, especially big box/grocery stores, to start a express lane program for customers who bring their own

bags and study the effectiveness of such a program. A carrot and stick approach to change habits to lower the
dependency on plastic bags. Saving money and time are good incentives for customers and the combination of both may
prove more effective than solely fees and ban have been. Express check out lanes in other industries such as airlines, 12
items/ hotels/ etc. have been proven effective incentives.

Sincerely,
Catherine Carter



Sayers, Margery

From: Peter Edeien <peter.edelen@gmaii.com>

Sent: ' Monday, December 2, 2019 11:32 AM
To: Walsh, Elizabeth
Cc: CounciSMail
Subject: CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Liz and council members,

We need something that changes behavior and does not profit from it. ! support Amendment 3 and do not support

Amendment 1.

The eventual ban of piastic bags is the only thing that will keep plastic bags out of the landfills and the waterways. They
are not easily recyclable without extra effort by the consumers since they cannot go in with regular recycling and have to
be dropped off or returned. Retail wil! continue to use plastic bags if they can profit from them and consumers will
continue to use plastic bags as long as they are available. A small fee will not change behavior. Changing behavior is
really the point after ail.

Thanks for your consideration.

Peter Edelen
8380 Main Street



Sayers, Margery

From: Jung, Deb

Sent: Monday, December 2, 2019 10:56 AM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW:CB64-2019

"—Original Message"—

From: Jack Smoot <Jacksmoot@me.com>

Sent: Sunday, December 1, 2019 3:41 PM

To: Jung/ Deb <djung@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the

sender.1

Hello, my name isJackSmootand I am a Boy Scout In Troop 618ofClarksville MD. I am sending this email in regards
to the current legislation surrounding the Disposable Plastic Bags - Fees act. This legislation/ if passed would put into
place many restrictions and fees when it comes to the use of disposable plastic bags/ which are a serious environmental
concern. I'm sure you know more than me when it comes to this proposal and what it entails/ so I was wondering a few

things, Do you, or do you not support it, and why or why not? What do you think are some major impacts of this act?
How will this affect everyday life of different people? And finally how can young people contribute to this solution? in
my opinion the environmental benefits of this act far outweigh the possible difficulties and problems that businesses

might have/ and therefor 1 am in support of this act.

Most Sincerely,

JackSmoot



Sayers, Margery

From: Julia McCready <divajackson@yahoo.conn>
Sent: Monday, December 2, 2019 10:43 AM
To: CouncilMail
Subject In support of Howard County Plastic Bag Fee Legislation CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

! support the bili as it was originally written. Outright bans have proven to be ineffective.

Thank you/

Julia A McCready
5745 Thunder Hill Road
Columbia MD 21045



Sayers, Margery

From: KrisSina Strakna <strakool@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, December 2, 2019 9:07 AM
To: Walsh, Elizabeth; CoundlMail
Subject: Please Support CB64 with no amendments

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Ms. Walsh/

I am writing today to ask you to support CB64 as written/ with no amendments. 1 believe that a fee should be charged
on plastic bags at this time. Studies show that the fee is the most effective way to change behavior. An outright ban on
plastic bags does not allow consumers to make the vital linkage between their actions and the environment, and is not
the ideal starting place from which to change consumer behavior.

Besides/ this bill is bigger than plastic bags. CB64 is about a necessary cu!tural shift to change our society's throwaway
mentality that wiil not occur with a ban. In its current form, I think CB64 is a great starting point, and leaves room to ban

plastic bags entirely in the near future.

Sincerely,
Kristina Strakna
6008 Middlewater Court
Columbia/ MD 21044



Sayers, Margery

From: Cathie Leimenstoll <cathie.leimenstoil@gmail.com>
Sent Sunday, December 1, 2019 9:39 PM
To: Walsh, Eiizabeth; CoundlMail
Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender,]

I am writing to encourage your vote on CB64 as it is written. This would charge a small fee for plastic bags. The
environmental issues that face us are growing more serious by the day and this is an important step that raises
awareness and gives each individual a way to be involved. Not charging a fee for using plastic bags means we aren't
really serious about taking on these issues. Thank you for ail you are doing for this county and for the seriousness with
which you take your responsibilities. Sincerely/ Cathie Leimenstoll 11243 Chase Street, #1 Fuiton, MD 20759
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Sayers, Margery

From: KeSly Hensing <keliy_hensing@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, December 1, 2019 9:21 PM
To: CouncilMail
Cc: dyungman@howardcountymd.gov

Subject: CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender,]

would like to request that you support amendments 1, 2 & 3 to this bill.
Especially amendment 3! A ban only makes sense. Montgomery County has shown that a tax does not improve the
reduction of plastic bags.

Thankyou-

Kelly Hensing

www.hensingfarm.com
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Sayers, Margery

From: Robin Hessey <rmhessey@gmaii.com>

Sent: Sunday, December 1, 2019 7:56 PM
To: CounciSMail
Subject: Please support CB64 with a fee

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or afctachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councilwoman Walsh,

Please Support CB64 as written, with a fee on plastic bags. Studies show that the
fee is the most effective way to change behavior,

A ban dictates, does not give choice and does not allow consumers to make the
linkage between their actions and the environment.

This bill is bigger than plastic bags. This bill is about a necessary cultural shift to
throw away our throwaway mentality that will not occur with a ban.

Sincerely,

Robin Hessey

10768McGregorDr

EllicottCity,MD21044
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Sayers, Margery

From: Steven Bolen <stevenmbolen@gmaii.com>

Sent: Sunday, December 1, 2019 6:51 PM
To: Waish, Elizabeth; Jones, Opei; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann, David
Cc: CounciiMaii
Subject: SUPPORT CB64-2019 (BOLEN)
Attachments: HoCo CB64-2019 SUPPORT 01DEC2019 (BOLEN).pdf; HoCo CB64-2019 SUPPORT -

Analysis 01DEC2019 (BOLEN).pdf

;Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.^

Dear Howard County Council,

Please Support CB64 as written, with a fee on plastic bags. Studies show that the fee is
the most effective way to change behavior.

A ban dictates, does not give choice and does not allow consumers to make the linkage

between their actions and the environment.

This bill is bigger than plastic bags. This bill is about a necessary cultural shift to throw

away our throwaway mentality that will not occur with a ban.

Sincerely,

Steven M. Bolen

11101 Resort Rd. #237

EllicottCity, MD 21042



Howard County Council

3430 Court House Dr.

EilicottCity/MD 21043

December 1, 2019

Howard County Council Bill 64-2019

AN ACT to require a specified fee on certain disposable bags

SUPPORT WITH AMMENDMENT

Dear Howard County Council/

I live In County Council District 5, and I support CB 64-2019 but offer an amendment for

your consideration. First, I believe that our world is undergoing significant environmental

changes due to pollution resulting from human activity. There was overwhelming and

convincing testimony given during the public hearing on November 18 supporting this Bill, so I

will not repeat all of that testimony here. But, I do wish to remind the Council of two important

items:

• The Maryland Retailers Association was not in objection to the Bill, in principle, but since it

did not include a fee on paper bags, they expressed concern that consumers would shift to

using paper, which would piace a greater cost burden on retailers without compensation.

• While it is true that plastic bags will not compost like paper or reusable cotton canvass totes

and will exist in the environment almost indefinitely, the manufacture of paper is extremely

DoNutinE on the environment and nearly so is the cultivation and production ofcpttpn

material. SOj the whoie lifecycie "environmental" cost of an item must be considered -

manufacture, distribution/retail cost burden, and termination of the product.

As a free-market, fair-trade, capitalist, ideally, I believe that the consumer market

should be as free as possible from government interference, that people shouid have choices,

and that entrepreneurs should be free to fuifil! consumer needs. That is our economic system.

However, acting in good faith on behalf of their constituents, and to protect public

health, safety, and the environment, I also believe that government can, at times, impose

restrictions or fees on certain specific items,

In as much as I would rather not impose fees/taxes on any consumer product to change

behavior, I believe that banning a product is a far more serious infringement on consumers'

rights to access an open and fair-trade marketplace.

Though certain products may require a "ban" restriction in the consumer marketplace,

thin, single-use plastic bags are not one of them. if the Counci! imposes a ban on the use of

these types of bags, then it should also consider:
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• That banning thin, single-use plastic bags would set a precedent that would be hard to

ignore should any other group bring forth a product that they deem unacceptable in our

community. In the name of public heaith, safety, and the environment, the Council should

want to ban sugary-drinks, disposable, piastic water bottles (or, anything with a plastic

component), alcohoi (i.e., make Howard a "dry county"), vaping products, and all tobacco

products - including cigarettes, (to name a few products), etc.

• As a reminder, cigarettes are not banned.They are taxed. That is the precedent that has

been set to change public behavior. The "heavy hand" of government shouid not be used to

ban thin, single-use plastic bags since this would lead consumers no choice but to use paper
or the more readily available cotton totes. Neither of these choices will end the impact on

our environment. Then, aiso, why not ban paper bags, as well? Or, cotton in favor of more

ecologically friendly materiais such as hemp fiber in totes? Where does the "banning" end?

• The elderly, infirm. and peopie with cofinitive and physical disabilities need carry-out totes

with handles on them. If plastic bags are to be banned, then the Council should a!so

mandate that all paper bags used shall have handles. But/ of course, paper bags with

handles do not hold up as well as plastic bags - especially for those who need to take public

transportation and are holding the bags, on some occasions/ for very long transit times. Or,

if they are carrying their bags through inclement weather conditions.

!n the end, I feei that the real intent of the fee on thin, single-use piastic bags is not to

eliminate their use (since the alternatives have their own life-cycle, environmental issues). ESyt^

rather to raise public awareness about the responsible use of products being used and the

impact on our environment. We are a "disposable-use" society. We use and discard products

sometimes indiscriminately and without discretion. Especially Ef a product is offered to us for

free/ it can lead to abuse, misuse, and overuse if there is no economic incentive to reuse or
reduce its use. That is just plain old common sense.

A fee is needed to incentive change and to encourage responsible consumer

consumption habits/ something a ban will not do.

( support CB 64-2019, but I respectfully request the Council's consideration to add an

amendment to waive the fee for seniors/ the infjmn, people with cognitive or physical
disabilities/ and for those in low-income groups.

Respectfully Yours,

Steven M. Boien

11101 Resort Rd. #237
E!!icottCity,MD 20142
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Howard County Council

3430 Court House Dr.

EHicottCity/MD 21043

Decemberl, 2019

Howard County Council Bill 64-2019

AN ACT to require a specified fee on certain disposable bags

SUPPORT

Dear Howard County Council/

I live in County Council District 5, and I support CB 64-2019. Foliowing is my anaiysis of

the impact of the Montgomery County Bag Fee Bill (08-11) on the usage of thin, single-use

piastic bags in Montgomery County that I posted on my social media earlier this year. My

analysis is based on economic activity as the driver for the utilization of these types of bags.

Respectfully Yours,

Steven M. Bolen

11101 Resort Rd. #237
EEIicottCity/MD 21042

Do Fees on Thin, Single-Use/ Plastic Bags Really Work to Curb Their Use?

Steven M> Bolen

April 15, 2019

Now that the Maryland Genera! Assembly has passed a Bill (HB 1166) that wiii allow
Howard County to impose a 5-cent fee on thin, single-use, plastic bags the question is: "Would

such a fee work to curb consumer use of these thin piastic bags?

There's an argument out there that says that it hasn't worked very weil in Montgomery

County which has imposed a fee since July 1, 2012. Except for 2018, which showed a slight

decrease in usage from the previous year, Montgomery County records show that the number

of bags collected under their program has actually increased every year.

Proponents of the bag fee say that the increase in the number of bags being used may

be attributed to Montgomery County's growth in population. So, of course, as the number of

residents goes up so too will the number of bags being used. Opponents say that the rate of

Bolen/CB 64- 2019 1/3



bag use is going up faster than the population is increasing (or, at !east keeping pace); hence,

the bag fee is doing nothing to curb the appetite for their use.

However, I wonder if population growth is the right metric to use to determine plastic

bag consumption? About a decade ago our country hit bottom on a pretty deep recession. The

economy has rebounded and has been growing ever since. When Montgomery County

imposed its bag fee starting in fiscal year 2013, the economy was expanding. As the economy

began to grow more "things" were being bought. So/ it might be fair to assume that as more

things were being bought, then more single-use plastic bags were being used to carry those
"things" out of the store.

So, rather than looking at bag use as a function of population growth, i decided to look

at bag use compared to economic activity. As economic activity increases, we would expect to

see more bags being used. (Similarly/ a decrease in economic activity should see fewer bags

being used.)

The measure I decided to use to determine economic activity was the sales tax receipts

for Montgomery County. Specifically,! decided to look at sales receipts from the Food and

Beverage Group that covers shops such as independent grocery stores, supermarkets/ and

restaurants/ etc. and the General Merchandise Group that covers department stores, drug

stores/ and discount stores, etc. Al! of which would be covered under the Montgomery County

bag fee if they supply the thin/ single-use bags to their customers.

In fiscal year 2013, the first year of the bag fee, the number of bags Montgomery County

counted was 60,600/732. The sales receipts for the groups mentioned above for that year was

$247,220,313. The ratio of bags to receipts is 0.2451. In 2018, the number of bags counted was

65,289,202, and the sales receipts were $270,305,432. The ratio for 2018 is 0.2415. The smaller

ratio in 2018 indicates that bag usage is dropping off.

The difference in ratios between 2013 and 2018 doesn't seem like much. However/ if

you consider the number of bags being used/ it adds up to be quite a bit. If the same ratio of

bags used to sales receipts collected in 2013 was applied to 2018, it would have resulted in

nearly a million more bags being used in 2018 than what was actually used. (The 2013 ratio

(0.24S1) x the 2018 sales receipts ($270,305,432) = 66,251,861 bags that mighfve been
counted compared to the 65,289,202 that were actually counted. The difference is 962,659

bags being kept out of the environment in 2018.)

Although bag usage (using my method) seems to have gone up En 2017 and 2018 from

its low point in 2016, the rate of bags used in those years was still less than in 2013. We wili

have to see if bag usage as compared to economic activity continues to rise in 2019 and

beyond. But, for now, using the 2013 ratio as the baseline/! estimate that from 2014 to 2018,

Montgomery County has kept nearly 8 miliion of the thin/ singie-use, plastic bags out of their

environment. My attached graph shows the estimated/ cumulative number of bags that would

have been counted without the imposition of the bag fee.
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What is heartening, is that, so far, the overall trend in the number of bags being saved is

up. That is, Montgomery County can continue to look forward to keeping more bags from

entering their landfills, rivers and streams, and from cluttering up their roadsides.

Cumulative Number of Additional
Single-Use Bags That Would've Been Counted w/o the Fee

(estimated)
9,000

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Fiscal Year

My data sources and more info here:

Montgomery County Bag Count Data: http://bit.ly/21DOcmZ

Maryland Sales Receipts Data: http://blt.ly/2vdmpA9
Montgomery County Bag Fee Bill (08-11); http://bit.iy/2P9UJ8E
More info on Montgomery County Bag Fee: http://bitEy/2UXPeP^

Bolen/CB 64- 2019 3/3



Sayers, Margery

From: Susanna Sung <susanna,s.sung@gmaEi.com>

Sent: Sunday, December 1, 2019 11:31 AM
To: Walsh, Elizabeth; CouncilMaEI
Subject: Plastic bag vote

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Please Support CB64 as written/ with a fee on plastic bags. Studies show that the fee is the most effective way to change
behavior.

A ban dictates/ does not give choice and does not allow consumers to make the linkage between their actions and the

environment. Research has also been clear that fees more effective and better for the environment than a

ban: https://www.npr.org/sections/monev/2019/04/09/711181385/are-plastic-baR-bans-garbage (additional
research supports this)

This bill is bigger than plastic bags. This biil is about a necessary cultural shift to throw away our throwaway mentality
that will not occur with a ban.

Sincerely/

Susanna Sung

9455 Sargossa PEace
Columbia, MD 21045



Sayers, Margery

From: JosieCasto <Jicasto@gmaii.com>

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2019 8:34 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: CB-64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the

sender.1

Hello a!l,

I wanted to show support of CB-64-2019 with amendment 3 to transition the tax to a ban over time. I would hope the
county uses some of the proceeds from the tax to provide free reusable bags to county residents so that those struggling
to make ends meet aren't un-duly burdened by this bili.

! had one question for the council in addition to my comment. Does it apply to shopping bags at, say, the mall? in
California where ! have the most experience with bag taxes, I was still getting plastic bags when shopping at the mail.

if so, I think we should make constituents aware of this so they figure out a way to keep reusable food bags separate

from reusable clothing bags ^

Thanks

Jocelyn Irwin
VT 2008

3781 p!um meadow dr

Sent from mobile



Sayers, Margery

From: Rose Edwards <rosewards@msn.com>

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2019 6:07 PM
To: CounciiMail
Subject: CB 64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

I do not support a 5 cent tax on each plastic bag which will impact low income and young shoppers most while adding to
the coffers of the business. I do/ however/ support a plastic bag ban that begins at the store. Studies from Montgomery
County show that this tax does nothing to stop the number of single use plastic bags from leaving the store. !t only
serves to increase the revenue collected by the county, and that is not our goal....is it?

Rose Edwards

Sent from my IPad



Sayers, Margery

From: pelefish@mindspring.com
Sent: Friday, November 29, 2019 4:23 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: CB64

[Note: Thisemai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

support CB64UE



Sayers, Margery

From: M. J. Lo!l and E. M. Salmon <wbnuthatch@verizon.net>

Sent: Thursday, November 28, 2019 3:25 PM
To: CounciiMail
Subject: C8 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councif Members,

Please Support CB64 as written, a fee on plastic bags. Studies show that the fee is the most effective
way to change behavior.
A ban dictates, does not give choice and does not allow consumers to make the linkage between
their actions and the environment.
This bii! is bigger than plastic bags. This bill is about a necessary cultural shift to throw away our
throwaway mentality that will not occur with a ban.

Sincerely,

Michaei Lol!
6642 Allview Drive
Columbia, MD 21046



Sayers, Margery

From: Kate Copanic <kate@copanic.net>

Sent: Thursday, November 28, 2019 10:09 AM
To: CouncilMaii
Subject: Please ban piastic bags. Support CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

Dear counci! members,

i do not believe that charging for plastic bags is really doing enough to stop the single-use plastic En our county.! see
plastic bags littered when t take a walk, caught up on pushes and En creeks. Let's follow the lead of other places that
have banned them outright and we can begin to form new habits like bringing our own bag.

Kate Copanic
5008 Ravenhiii Row/ Columbia



Sayers, Margery

From: LELAND EWART <scott@scotteblog.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 28, 2019 6:22 AM
To: CouncilMail
Cc: -tung, Deb

Subject: Support of amendment 3 to CB64-2019.

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I am writing in support of amendment 3 to CB64-2019.

This amendment shows me that this legislation (if the amendment is passed) Is really about reducing single use plastics
and not about taking money from shoppers in our county. My hope is that all council members support this amendment.

Thank you Coundlmember Deb Jung for filing this amendment.

1 hope you all have a great Thanksgiving.

Scott Ewart
www,scotteb|Q.q,com
scott@scotteblog.com
https://www.facebook.com/scotteblog/
http s ://twitte r. co m/scotte blog



Sayers, Margery

From: Pat Hersey <trishhersey@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 6:16 PM
To: CouncilMail; Waish, Eiizabeth; Rigby, Christiana; Jones, Opel; Yungmann, David; Jung,

Deb

Subject: Support CB64, a fee on plastic bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.'

Dear County Council members,

Please Support CB64 as written/ a fee on plastic bags. Studies show that the fee is the most effective way to change
behavior.

A ban dictates, does not give a choice and does not aiiow consumers to make the linkage between their actions and the
environment.

This bill is bigger than plastic bags. This bill is about a necessaryculturalshifttothrowaway our throwaway mentality
that will not occur with a ban.

Sincerely/

Pat Hersey
9462 Farewell Rd.



Sayers, Margery

From: Gai! Holm <gailholm@gmaii.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 3:04 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

support CB64. Piease vote "yes." Thank you.

Gai! P. Ho!m
10081 Fair Beauty/ Co!umbia, MD 21046

Gail P. Holm



Sayers, Margery

From: Robin Hessey <rmhessey@gmaii.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 1:52 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: i support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I strongly support CB64.

Robin Hessey
10768 McGregor Drive
Columbia MD 21044
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Sayers, Margery

From: christine.santosnurse@gmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 201 9 1:52 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: CB 64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the

sender.1

! support this bill We have to aggressively reduce our negative impact on our planet. Our future generations rely on It.

Christine Nurse
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Sayers, Margery

From: Christine Crandell <chriscrandeli1@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 12:59 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: CB 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I live in northern California half the year, where plastic bags are nearly non-existent and people bring their own reusable
bags regularly.

Certainly, people can get used to bringing their reusable bags in Maryland/ as well.

Chris Crandell
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Sayers, Margery

From: Mary Rodgers <mary.rodgers@me.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 12:24 PM
To: CouncHMail
Subject: I support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. PSease only click on links or attachments if you know the

sender.1

supportCB64!

Mary Rodgers
7553 Broaddoth Way
Columbia, MD 21046

410-299-7445
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Sayers, Margery

From: Carol LoSchiavo <clc826@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 9:58 AM
To: CouncilMaE!
Subject: CB-64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Heilo,
I am writing you to express my opposition for CB-64. This biii is ridicuious! Howard County is already gouging us enough
for Taxes and now the county is wasting time on this ridiculous Bill!
Please do not pass this bill. Just another reason for people to want to move out of what used be a nice place to live.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
SincereSy,
Caro! Loschiavo
Ellicott City
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Sayers, Margery

From: dcrone6401 @ao!.corn

Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 9:42 AM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: Public Feedback on CB64-2019

;Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender,]

I am writing in opposition of CB64-2019.

Here are some things the Howard County Council probably has not heard or considered during the bag

fee / bag tax discussions:

a This is a punitive fee on shoppers which does nothing to prevent the stores from providing

plastic bags at checkout.

® Stores have no incentive to stop providing plastic bags at checkout...the 1 cent for every 2

bags they provide is an incentive for them to provide more plastic bags at checkout.

« Baltimore City Council just passed a ban on plastic bags, and Westminster, Chestertown and

TaRoma Park ali have previously passed bans of plastic bags-not fees on bags. Are we

following the goal of our County Executive in "making Howard County the most environmentaily

friendly jurisdiction in the state and region"? I think don't think so.

» And finally...after implementation, will the number of bags leaving stores be significantly

reduced? The data from Montgomery County, which has a similar fee on plastic bags, does not

show this. Learn more: https;//data,mpnt9pmeryc^

Pf~PJ^stiG'-Bags~Taxed::Ar)()uai!

I am against this legisiation. I would support a plastic bag ban similar to what other jurisdictions have put

in place. A ban (even with exemptions similar to what Westminster passed) would accomplish the overal!

goal...significantly less piastic bags leaving stores and coming into our jurisdiction. Isn't that what the

goal shouid be?

Because of the recent HCPSS redistricting process most people En the county do not know this is

happening right now or that it may be decided upon soon. This topic was not even discussed at the most

recent Howard County Council Work Session on November 22nd. There has been no discussion at all on

the data from other jurisdictions that have imposed this fee. The one and only input public session on this
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topic happened on November 18th when most of the county was watching the happenings of the HCPSS

redistricting process at the finai work session and preliminary decision meeting.

It is disappointing that this important iegislation may be decided upon with little conversation or discussion

with residents in this county and without any research that supports that this fee wiil invoke the change

desired in Howard County (fewer plastic bags in the environment). i hope that ail of these facts are

discussed before making a finai decision on this topic.

Thank you,
Ronda Crone
7171 Moorland Drive, Clarksville
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Sayers, Margery

From: brendagrahamintt <brendagrahamintl@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 9:40 AM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: Vote NO to bag tax

[Note: This email ongmated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy S8,
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Sayers, Margery

From: LELAND EWART <scott@scotteblog.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2019 2:36 PM
To: CouncilMai!
Subject: Oppose CB64-2019

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

i am writing in opposition ofCB64-2019.

Here are somethings the Howard County Council probably has not heard during the bat fee /bag tax discussions:

• This is a punitive fee on shoppers while doing nothing to prevent the stores from providing plastic bags at

checkout.

® Stores have no incentive to stop providing plastic bags at checkout.Jf anything the 1 cent for every 10 bags

they provide is an incentive for them to provide more plastic bags at checkout (watch the double bagging

practices coming soon to a store near you in Howard County. I do not know for a fact this will happen.Just

ranting a bit here).

• The fact that Baltimore City Council Just passed a ban and Westminster, Chestertown and Takoma Park all

have previously passed bans of plastic bags...are we following the goal of our County Executive by "Making

Howard County the most environmentally friendly jurisdiction in the state and region is a goal of my

administration..."? I think not.

® And final!y...after implementation/ will the number of bags leaving stores significantly reduce? Let's look at

data from Montgomery County:
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in 2013 (the first full year of the fee) the number of bags "Taxed" was 60,421,676.

In 2018 the number of bags Taxed" was 64/149/805.

Learn more: https://data.montRomervcountvmd.gov/F!nance-Tax-Propertv/Number-of-Plastic-Bags-Ta^ed-

Annually/chRm-72wc

So far in 2019 (through October) the number of bags taxed is 55,896,833 (so on pace for over 61,000,000 bags taxed for

the year).
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Someone please show me the deep decrease in the number of bags being taxed and leaving stores in that Jurisdiction

after implementation of this fee? If this really worked we should see that "60 million bags" leaving stores drop

significantly (say even drop to "50 million bags") by adding this punitive fee on shoppers for not bringing reusable bags

with them to stores after implementation of the fee. That data does not exist.

I remain fully against this legislation. Iwouid fully support a plastic bag ban similar to what other Jurisdictions have put in

place. A ban (even with exemptions similar to what Westminster passed) would accomplish the overall

goal...significantly less plastic bags leaving stores and coming into our jurisdiction...is that not what this is all about?

Maybe it is about something else all together.

Because of HCPSS redistricting most people in the county do not know this is happening right now or that it may be

decided upon soon.

I was also very disappointed that this topic was not even discussed at the most recent Howard County Council Work

Session on November 22nd. No discussion at ail on the data from other jurisdictions that have imposed this fee. The one

and only input public session on this topic happened on November 18th when most of the county was watching the

happenings of the HCPSS redistricting process at the final work session and preliminary decision meeting.

It is disappointing that this important legislation may be decided upon with such littie conversation or discussion with

residents in this county.

My hope it that all of these facts are discussed before making a final decision on this topic.

Thank you/

Scott Ewart
www.scptteblo.q.com
scott@scotteblog.com
https://www.facebook.com/scotteblog/
https://twitter.com/scotteblog
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Sayers, Margery

From: Walsh, Elizabeth
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2019 9:42 AM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Vote YES on CB 64

Testimony

From; Janice Winter <janicewinter29@gmaii.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2019 7:04 AM
To; Walsh/ Elizabeth <ewalsh@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Vote YES on CB 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

DearMs.Walsh/

And the students shall iead.....

I attended the County Council work session and was impressed by all of the students that prepared and presented
inspiring testimony in support of C864. These students were impassioned about the environment that they are growing
up in and still untainted by the politics as usual.. Please put aside the politics and take a step toward a cleaner earth by
voting YES on CB64.

Thank you,
Janice Winter
A concerned citizen

3134 Kings Court
Ellicott City, Maryland 21042



Sayers, Margery

From: Jung, Deb

Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 4:47 PM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: P!ease support plastics bill

DebJung
Councilmember/ District 4
Howard County Council
3430 Court House Dr., Ellicott City, MD 21043
410-313-2001

SEgn-up for my District Update here.

From: Nancyellen Brennan<nancyellen@j*hmi.edu>

Sent: Monday/ November 18, 2019 5:05 PM
To: Jung, Deb <djung@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Please support plastics bill

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

it s time for Howard County to get on the bandwagon I

Nancyelien Brennan
10625 Hickor/ Crest Lane
Columbia/ Md21044



Sayers, Margery

From: Carolyn Parsa <carolyn.parsa@mdsierra.org>

Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 2019 11:53 AM
To: Jung, Deb; Yungmann, David; Walsh, Elizabeth
Cc; Bal!, Calvin; CouncilMail
Subject: Support for CB-64
Attachments: CR-64.pdf; HoCo Shopper Survey Resuits.pdf

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Attached please find the testimony for CB-64 from the Howard County Sierra Club and the preliminary results from the

2019 Shopper Survey done in Howard County.

Thank you.

Carolyn Parsa
Sierra Club Howard County Chair



November 18, 2019

SIERRA
CLUB

Sierra Club Howard County

RE: CB-64 Imposing a fee on plastic bags
Support with a recommended amendment to mandate that stores charge 5 cents on
paper bags at point of sale

The Sierra Club supports the reduction of single use bags at the point of sale. The goal of

this legislation is to encourage shoppers to bring reusable bags to the store. The 5 cent fee

brings attention to the plastic bag and prompts a question to the shopper, "Do I really need

that bag?" When given the option of paying 5 cents per bag, or using a reusable bag, or

taking no bag at ail, we start to change our mindset. We become more aware of the choices
we have and how each one of us can take action to reduce single use plastics. This is the

kind of change we need and the Sierra Club is glad that the County Council is moving ahead

with this important legislation.

Plastic production and pollution have reached alarming levels world-wide and this Howard

County bill could help us take an important step right here in our county to he!p mitigate this
global problem. Plastic bags have a high environmental cost on each end of their lifespan.

In production, plastic bags use fossii fuel, which not only is limited in supply world-wide, but

also contributes to climate change when used. After a plastic bag is used by the shopper, it

continues to cause trouble in the environment. Only 1% percent of plastic bags are recycled,
and the remaining ones persist in the environment because plastic bags don't break down,
but instead break up into smaller and smaller particles. News coverage has been extensive

on the widespread plastic that lingers in our environment and the damage it causes, however,
we are just now starting to realize that we know very little about the human health effects.

Plastics become micro-plastics, and have been found in our food, air and drinking water. We

don't yet understand what the consequences of our own exposure to these microplasfics wiii

be. It is important that we take steps now on every level to curb its production and eventual

release into the environment.

Looking at Howard County, the Sierra Club and Less Plastic Please conducted a survey of

supermarket shoppers done in 2019. This survey shows that 16.9% of shoppers use

reusable bags, while in Montgomery County, which has a bag fee of 5 cents, 38.2% of

shoppers use reusable bags. The percentage of shoppers who refuse a bag at checkout also
increases from 6.5% to 19.9%. This is a significant decrease in disposable bag use.



Reusable,
16.9%

No Bag,
6.5%

Howard County, 2019 (no fee)

(19 stores/ 3185 shoppers)

Montgomery County, 2019 (5-cent fee)
(57 stores; 9,580 shoppers)

To further encourage shoppers to bring reusable bags to the store, we do recommend
additionally that the County Council amend this bill to include having the stores charge 5

cents for paper bags. This amount would not be collected by Howard County, but instead

would be a charge (like a price) that the store would keep. if it is possible for the County

Council to implement a mandate that stores must charge 5 cents per paper bag without the

process of going back to the general assembly, this couid strengthen CB-64 in a few ways.

First, it would give shoppers more incentive to bring their own bags to the store. If shoppers

had the same fee (from their point of view) for paper and piastic, then they would be less
likely to simply switch from plastic to paper. They would be more likely to start bringing bags

to the store in order to avoid plastic and paper bags, thus reducing disposable bag use. That

would bring about the main goal of the legislation, which is to reduce disposable bags.

Second, this charge on paper that the store can keep will help them offset the cost of
supplying paper bags. This could lead to more support for this bill from retailers. And, third,

adding a charge on paper as well as plastic will make this legislation more like other bag

legislation that has passed !ocatly.

The idea of stores charging for their bags is not new and is currently being done at the Aldi's

Supermarket. From Aldl's website FAQ page:

Q. Why do you charge for shopping bags?
A. At ALDI, we believe in bringing our customers the highest quality products at the lowest
possible prices through a number of operational savings. Given our simple approach to

retailing, one of the ways we help our customers save money is by encouraging them to bring

their own shopping bags or to purchase a reusable, !ong-lasting ALDI bag. The end result is
that we not only save our customers money - by avoiding adding the cost of the bag to our
prices - but also precious resources.



This goes along with the testimony from the Retailers Association that stores do not support

the legislation because it would increase their operating cost to supply free paper bags at 8-

17 cents each, (instead of plastic bags which cost them 1 "3 cents each), The cost of

suppling bags is one of the top operating costs for retail stores, and this is why discount

stores (iike Aldi & Costco) do not supply them for free.

it is important to mention that, if this amendment could be added to CB-64 now, this would

save us time in getting bag legislation passed this year, or early next year. Going back to
the General Assembly for authorization to charge a 5 cent fee for paper that the county could
collect would cause a year or more delay in getting this legislation passed. The best thing for

the environment would be to amend the legislation with a mandate that the stores can charge
5 cents and then keep the 5 cents, if this is within the authority of the Howard County

Counci!, please consider making this strengthening amendment to the bill.

Thank you for your time in hearing testimony from the Sierra Club.

Carolyn Parsa
Chair Howard County Sierra Club

Please also find the attached document "2019 Shopper Survey, Howard County" to go with

this testimony.



2019 Shopper Survey, Howard County

Conducted by the Howard County Sierra Club and Less Plastic Please

Preliminary Results

November 2019

From August 11 ~ September 7, 2019, volunteers observed and recorded weekend grocery shoppers^ bag

choices in 21 grocery stores //? Howard County that provide "free" carryout bags - one hour per store ex'ft

The results provide a baseline of shoppers' bag choices m Howard County (before any !eg'is!ation) and point

to the overwhelming use ofsingle-use plastic bags in these stores.

Comparison of these results with those from other counties in Maryland and with stores that don't provide

free carryout bags provide insight on the impact of alternative policies.



The grocery stores visited:

Main sample: All of the stores in six chains - Food Lion/ Giant/ Harris Teeter, Safeway/

Wegmans/ Weis Markets.

International stores: LA Mart (Columbia)/ Lotte Plaza Market (Ellicott City)

AH of these stores provide free carryout bags.

The six categories of bag use:

(1) Only reusable bags/ with or without other unbagged items

(2) A mix of reusable bags and single-use paper or plastic ("disposable") bags/ with or

without other unbagged items

(3) Exclusively plastic disposable bags/ with or without other unbagged items

(4) Exclusively paper disposable bags/ with or without other unbagged items

(5) A mix of paper and plastic disposable bags/ with or without other unbagged items

(6) Exclusively unbagged items

(1)+(2) = "Reusable"; (3)+(4)+(5) = "Disposable"; (6) = "No Bag"



I.Baseline bag use when checkout bags are provided "free"

Reusable,
16.9%

No Bag,
6.5%

Howard County, 6 Chains
(19 stores, 3,185 shoppers)

Reusable, ^No Ba9'
0.4% ' / 5B2%

Disposable,
94.4%

International Stores
(2 stores, 251 shoppers)

• Three quarters of shoppers at popular chains that provide them for free (Food Lion/ Giant/

Harris Teeter/ Safeway/ Shoppers/ Wegmans/ Weis Markets) are using single-use disposable

bags.

• 98-99% of the shoppers with disposable bags had exclusively plastic bags.



ILImpact of 5-cent fee on both plastic & paper bags on shopper behavior

^ No Bag,
6.5%

Dispo"
sable,
76.6%

Howard County, 2019 (no fee)
(19 stores; 3,185 shoppers)

Disposable
41.9%

M•/^
i^%

Montgomery County, 2019 (5-centfee)
(57 stores; 9,580 shoppers)

• Montgomery County has a 5-cent tax on all carryout bags/ plastic and paper.

• Shoppers in Montgomery County at the same chains are far less likely to be using single-use

bags/ and more likely to use reusable bags or no bag at a!!.



The difference in shopper behavior persists, even when we control for the

median household income in the store's zip code (see below).

45

M 40
os
£t
(U
3 35
ro
tfl
3
£ 30
TO
.E
*•••i25
</>

i 20
a.
0
-S 15
*^-

0
? 10
<u
u
(U
d. 5

0

B Howard County (2019) D Montgomery County (2019)

36.5

21.0

•
•-••••-••••••••••••••••••••••••-•--±2-:S---

•

-3-7~7~

_......................................lg,2.....

41.2

<$80/)00 $80/000 - $99/999 $100/000 -119,999 $120/000 +

Median household income in the store's zip code/ 2013-2017



III.AIdi and Lidl: No plastic offered & a fee on paper & other bags

Aldi & Lidl, Prince George's County, 2019
(13 stores; 1/550 shoppers)

Aldi, City of Baltimore, 2019
(4 stores/ 466 shoppers)

• Aldi and Lidl stores do not hand out free bags or thin plastic bags. They charge for all bags. As a

result/ both reusable bag use and no bag use are very high. Fewer than 10% use a single-use

bag/ and they are virtually all paper.

• The high propensity of shoppers using no bag at all is a reason not to exempt low-income people



Why we need a fee on paper/ no matter what the policy

• A simple ban or fee on plastic bags will result in a shift to paper/ with big

environmental consequences:

o About 14 million trees are felled annually for paper bag production

o Toxic chemicals are used for production of paper/ contributing to air

pollution/ acid rain/ and water pollution

o Paper bag production generates 70% more air and 50 times more water

pollution than does production of plastic bags

o It takes 90% less energy to recycle a pound of plastic than it takes to recycle

a pound of paper

• Paper bags do not decompose in a landfill.

• Paper bags are much more expensive to provide by stores than are plastic bags

(7 cents vs. 1 cent); there will be strong opposition from retailers.

• The objective of policy/ therefore/ should be to provide incentives for shoppers

to bring reusable bags or not to use a bag at all



Sayers, Margery

From: Usa Schiossnagle <lisabmrss@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 4:40 PM
To: CoundlMail
Subject Support CB 64 " plastic bag fee
Attachments: Bag-tax-resu!ts-memo-PUBL|C.FiNAL_.pdf

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council,

Please pass CB-64 to enact a fee on disposable plastic shopping bags. These bags harm our environment through their

production, which contributes to increased carbon emissions, and through the tremendous amount of land and water
pollution they cause as they are disposed.

Many jurisdictions have wrestied with this issue and a review of the various legislative solutions reveals that a fee on

shopping bags; such as that proposed here, is effective at changing shopper behavior. For example, Chicago even
repealed its ban and implemented a fee after seeing the ban did not provide the positive impact it desired. (See
attachment for more details) We want to shift shoppers into using reusable bags, and this fee is an immediate step in
creating that shift.

am very glad to see that the fee will be used to support environmental cleanup efforts, as weil. This bii! creates the
conditions that shift behaviors towards reducing the source of this plastic pollution while also providing revenue for
remediation projects.

if there are amendments to be made/ please let them prioritize the positive environmenta! outcomes we desperately
need.

Thank you,
Lisa Schlossnagle
Fulton" District 4
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Summary. In November 2016, the Chicago City Council repealed its ban on disposable plastic bags and

replaced it with a seven-cent tax on disposable paper and plastic bags, effective February 1, 2017.''"

The City of Chicago commissioned a joint study w!fh the behavioral design lab ideas42 and researchers
from New York University and the University of Chicago Energy & Environment Lab to track bag use af

large grocery chains in Chicago and surrounding suburbs before and after the tax went into effect.

Preliminary results from this study show that Chicago's bag tax has already led to a significant- decrease

in both the number of disposable bags used and number of customers using disposable bags. Prior to

implementation/ customers shopping in the study's sample stores in Chicago used an average of just over

two disposable bags per trip, with over 80 percent of customers using at least one disposable bag. After

the tax was implemented/ the average number of disposable bags used per shopping trip decreased by

roughly one bag per trip—over a 40 percent decrease. Additionally/ less than 50 percent of customers

in Chicago used any disposable bags after the tax was implemented—a decrease of more than 30

percentage points.

Background. One hundred billion plastic bags are used annually in the United States."' While plastic

bags are often recyclable, only a small percentage actually are recycled (just over five percent

according to one of the latest studies from the EPA}."/ Most plastic bags that are not recycled end up in

landfiiis/ where estimates suggest it can take them up to 1,000 years to decompose. Paper bags also

have significant environmental impacts; for example, the paper industry—including paper bags and

other paper products—contributed to 20 percent of all toxic air releases in the US in 201 5.v

Starting in 2015, in an effort to curb disposable bag use, the City of Chicago banned chain stores from
providing disposable plastic bags at checkout. However/ the ban excluded plastic bags that met certain

requirements/ including but not limited to being at least 2.25 mils thick.vi

In November 2016, the Chicago City Council repealed the ban on plastic bags and replaced it with a
seven-cent tax on all paper and piastsc checkout bags, starting on February 1/ 2017.vii

Reasons for a Tax Instead of a Ban. While the 201 5 ban eliminated the use of certain types of

disposable bags, it left others unregulated. As a result/ many sl'ores chose to offer the permitted thicker

plastic checkout bags rather than eliminate plastic bags altogether/"' which may have minimized the

environmental impact of the law.)x'?( Since stores simply substituted one type of plastic bag for another,

there was no strong cue to customers to change their behavior, and many continued to use the thicker/

reusable plastic bags as single-use bags. Separate from the ban/ some Chicago stores use small

rewards to incenfivize reusable bag use, but previous research has shown that these rewards are similarly

Ineffective.K)

In contrast/ disposable bag taxes have been shown to have a significant behavioral impact. For example,

a five-cent tax on disposable paper and plastic bags in the Washington, D.C. area led to a large

reduction in overall disposable bag use.x!i The differential impact of the tax on disposable bag use and a



reward for reuseable bag use is consistent with the concept of loss aversion^ i.e., individuals experience

losses more strongly than they do gains of the same amount.xiii

Additionally/ although Chicago's seven-cenf tax is a small fee/ it was designed to be more salient than

the ban. While customers may not notice that their grocery store has switched to providing thicker plastic

bags as a result of the ban/ research suggests that customers are likely fo notice when an item that they

previousiy received for free now comes at a price^iv thus bringing their bag use to the top of their minds.

Results. This study compares shopping bag use for 14J 68 customers shopping at large grocery store

chains in Chicago and surrounding suburbs in the months just before and after the bag tax

implementai'ion. The results reported here are based on raw/ unadjusfed data. The results remain robust

after contTolling for various demographic and neighborhood factors.xv

Avg.

2.3

Number of Disposable
Used Per Trip

3.6

1.0

Bags

3.3

Chicago Non-Chlcago

Pre-Tax NPost-Tax

Prior to the implementation of the tax, customers in

Chicago used an average of 2.3 disposable bags per

shopping trip. Preliminary analysis suggests that the

average number of disposable bags used per shopping

trip decreased by 1.3 bags in the first month that the tax
was in effect in Chicago, but only 0.3 bags In the stores

outside of Chicago that were not subject to the fax. Taken

together/ this suggests that the fax led to a 42 percent

reduction En the average number of disposable bags

used per trip.

% Customers Using Disposable Bags

82.0 9'-5 91'6

48.8

Chicago

Ki Pre-Tax

Non-Chicago

Post-Tax

While the majority of customers in Chicago (82 percent)
used at least one disposable bag prior to the

implementation of the tax, only 49 percent used a

disposable bag in the first month after the tax was in
effect—a decrease of 33 percentage points. !n contrast,

there was no significant change in disposable bag use in

stores outside of Chicago.

% Customers Using Reusable Bags

33.2

5.4 5.6

Chicago Non-Chlcago

^Pre-Tax ^Post-Tax

After the tax was implemented/ many customers in

Chicago switched from disposable bags to reusable

bags. Reusable bag use in Chicago Jumped from 1 3
percent to 33 percent after the tax was implemented-

an increase of 20 percentage points.

Note: around 3 percent of customers used both a

disposable bag and a reusable bag.



% Customers Using No Bags

21.5

4.Q 4.4

Chicago Non-Chicago

Pre-Tax ia Post-Tax

Some customers In Chicago also opted to not use any

bags at all. The percent of customers choosing to not use

a bag in Chicago stores increased from just under 8

percent to 21.5 percent. The percentage of customers

outside of Chicago who did not use bags remained
nearly unchanged with under 5 percent of customers using

no bag in both time periods.

Discussion. This year/ Chicago joined Washington/ D.C, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle as one

of the largest cities in the U.S. to implement a tax on disposable paper and plastic bags.xvl Whiie the

debate about the effectiveness of disposable bag taxes continues/"" this preliminary evaluation in

Chicago contributes to the growing literature of evldence-based research on the effectiveness of

disposable bag regulations. In commissioning this study, the Qty has been proactive in determining the

extent and magnitude of the effects of its policies on Chicago customers. Moreover/ the study provides

information that can assist other municipalities in making decisions about- the use of different policy toois

aimed at decreasing disposable bag use.

This study suggests that the Chicago bag tax significantly decreased disposable bag use in the first
month after implementation. Additional data collection and analysis are planned In 2017 to estimate the

longer-term behavioral effects of the tax.

Research Team

Tatiana Homonofh Assistant Professor of Economics af New York University's Robert F. Wagner School

of Public Service. Professor Homonoff previously served as a Faculty Felfow at the White House's Social

and Behavioral Sciences Team. Contact Tatiana Homonoff at Tatiana.Homonoff@nyu.edu.

ideas42: ideas42 is a behavioral science research and design firm. In collaborafion with the City of

Chicago Mayor's Office, ideas42 uses behavioral science to hetp inform and improve pubiic policy and

programs.

University of Chicago Energy & Environment Lab; The Energy & Environment Lab partners with civic

and community partners t-o identify^ rigorously evaluate, and help scale energy and environmental

programs and policies with the greatest potential to improve human lives. Contact Matt Smith at

mafthewrsmlth@uchicago.edu.

For more information/ contact Doug Paimer at dpalmer@ideas42.org.
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SaYers, Margery

From: Sarah Richardson Fahrendorf <sarahbeth@alumni.virginia.edu>

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 5:22 PM
To: CoundlMail
Subject Please Support County Council Bill 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Counciimembers: I write to inform you of my total and enthusiastic support for County Council Bill 64 which
would place a 5 cent fee on singie use plastic bags available at retail stores throughout our county. I recentiy
spoke to my son's Cub Scout den (Pack 606 at Hammond Elementary School) about the devastating effects of
too much plastic, including plastic bags. We were all shocked to learn that the actual (intended) use of a
plastic bag lasts for only about 11 minutes. Gosh, what a shame, when we stop to consider the effects on our
wildlife and the damaged aesthetics of our landscapes, it's just not worth it.

The only thing I don't like about this bill is that I worry that five cents is TOO SMALL of a tax. But, I am hopeful
that this tax wi!i still have a strong enough effect to resuit in many people's change of habits, such as bringing
their own cloth bags (or other reusable bags) for future shopping trips.

Thank you for considering this important bill and for your service to our county.

Regards,

Sarah Fahrendorf
10723 Twin Overlook Place
Laurei.MD 20723



Sayers, Margery

From: Kimberly Clawson <Kimberly_Clawson@hcpss.org>

Sent: Monday/ November 18, 2019 4:20 PM
To: CouncilMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; CouncilMaii; Jones/ Opei; CoundlMai!; Rigby, Christiana;

CouncilMail; Jung, Deb; CouncilMail; Yungmann, David
Subject: Please support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization, Piease only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important Sink
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of a!l, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

am a teacher in this county. The students are dismayed by the number of plastic bags that are
littering our outdoor space. We truly believe that the tax will make a positive difference. People just
need to make it a habit to travel with reusable bags. The tax revenue can help us educate the public
about how detrimental the single use plastics are for our environment. 50% of all plastics are used
once and thrown away. We need to do better.

Plastic bags En particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up
in landfills where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that
continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for
food. Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for
transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that



leadership others will follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,
Kim Clawson
13420 Triadelphia Mill RD
Clarksvilie.MD 21029

Connectedness-Relator-BelieM-farmony-Learner



Sayers, Margery

From: Harris, Michaei

Sent Monday, November 18, 2019 4:07 PM
To: Sayers, Margery

Cc: Bailey, Najee; Jones, Opel
Subject: FW: CB42 - Bags

From: Kimberiee Drake <kimdrakeenv@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 4:06 PM
To; Jones/ Opei <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>; Harris/ Michael <mrharris@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB42 - Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Hi Councilman Jones and Special assistant Harris,

I support CB62 to require a specified fee on certain disposable bags.

I support a 5 cent fee on plastic bags.

1 support an amendment to include that retailers are required to collect a fee for paper bags that they can keep.

I support that 4 of the 5 cents from the plastic bag fee go toward the Disposable Plastics Reduction Fund.

While I would support a ban on plastic bags, if that cannot be done under the CB64, then i would want CB64 passed in
December 2019 with an amendment to require retailers to coHect a fee on paper as well.

Then I would request a new bid to ban plastic bags al! together.

Thank you,
Kim Drake
District 2



Sayers, Margery

From: EUMC Green Team <eumcgreenteam@gmail.com>

Sent; Monday, November 18, 2019 3:49 PM
To: CouncilMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Opel; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb
Subject: CB64-2019 Letters of support & 1 letter of opposition
Attachments: CB64-2019 letters ofsupport.pdf; CB64-2019 Letter of opposition.jpg

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Greetings/

am writing in reference to CB64-2019 - Plastic bag fee.

am attaching 22 letters of support for CB64 and 1 letter of opposition for CB64.

Letters of support by District:

1 fetter for District 1
1 letter for District 2
9 letters for District 3
11 letters for District 4

Letter of opposition -1 letter for District 4

Thanks,

Liz Feighner

eumcRreenteam@Rrnail,cQm

Green Team Chair
Emmanuel United Methodist Church
10755 Scaggsville Rd.
Laurel/MD 20723

"IVe do not inherit the 'Eartfi.from our ancestors; we Borrow it from our clHCcCren." - matiye

American Proverb



Op^ 3&w -^A
Dear Council Member,

1 am writing today to ask that you support C864-2019/ a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of every day 3 garbage truck fu!l of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but It
will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic poHutlon.
This bill gives consumers a choice/ as it Is an avoidable fee. !t also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. En addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: L(XV^ ^ OH^ MA^o^

Dear Council Membec — 5- L/Oc^is"^ :=^

1 am writing today to ask that you support CB64-20X9/ a fee on plastic
bags. Ever/ minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not oniy address this crisis by reducing, plastic, but rt

wil! also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice, as it is an svoidable fee. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the
environment. In addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior an^educe plastic poElntion.

Name: ;PM 'C+:a?k\aN
~»Jf, s •3.

r^ -^. •;

-T^qD^ ^3DearCouncil Member, 'I ^w- ^}
{ am writing today to ask that you support ("B64-2019, a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of ptestic enters our

waterways. Et is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it

will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start;

reducing plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choEce/ as it is an avoidabie fee. It atso makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: _ T^e6 ]^6^ y/fjc.

4--2^^)^Dear Council Member, --^— -j ^

! am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019/ a fee on pfastic
bags. Every minute of ever/ day a garbage truck full of pEastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it
will aiso bring mcreased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This biilgives consumers a choice/ as it is an avoidable fee. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In addition/ -fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

NameT^eCeS^ <^ - <3!? Ors0- ^
^? /-\ffiL^\.

rc&f- ;fc3hDear Council Member/

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019/ a fee on plastic

bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuEt of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an envtronmenta! and health crisis unfotding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not onEy address this crisis by reducing piastic, but it

will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice, as it is an svoidable fee. it also makes

the Important link. between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behaviorand/educe piastic poliution.

Name: ^-fJ><^ lUL^c^t"-^^
^/S '"^f ^ 'f

Dear Council Member/ : 1 ^^ ^ ~ ^-°^ •
[ am writing today to ask that you support CB6^-201S, a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is sn environmentat and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not onEy address this cr'rsis by reducing plastic/ but it

wili also bring increased awareness to the communit/ so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice, as It is an avoidable fee. It aiso makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In add-on, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic potlution.

Name:



{^rc<^ T^c,b-\ -43Dear Council Member, ! ^c<^ (f'\

E am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019/ a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of ever/ day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 wEEi not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
will aiso bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice/ as it is an avoidable fee. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment tn addition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: 1/\ V\
^e:v^

Dear Council Member. PW^-I^ ^-3
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019^ a fee on piastic
bags. Ever^ minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 wiil not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice/ as it is an svoidable fee. It also makes

the important !ink between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution. ^ . ^ r

&OM^I L4-^us\Name:J1^2$MA N nJ^-
T~^

'̂JDear Council Member/ I1 Itrce^-^b^
I am writing today to ask that you support C664-2019, a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an envEronmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 wift not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic poHution.

ThJs bill gives consunners a choice, as it is an avoidable fee. tt aiso makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment In addition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behaviorand reduce plastic pollution.

Name: /^^^ f />/^^c^^' /i/f^^C^^^

Dear Council Member, H/W'Ce/r' /^i)^ ^3
I am writing today to ask that you support~CB64-2019/ a fee on plastic
bags. Ever/ minute of every day 3 garbage truck fuil ofpiastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but rt
will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bilt gives consumers a choice/ as it is an avoidable fee. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In addEtcon, fees have been shown to: work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: _ ~r?^

Dear Council Member, ^6 ^^ ^
! am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019/ a fee on ptastic
bags. Every minute of every day 3 garbage truck futl of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an envrronmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 wa!I not only address this cnsis by reducing plastic^ but it

will also bring incressed awareness to the communrty so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice, as It is an avoidable f&e. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In addition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: C /\^^ IJS^^

Dear Council Member, ?.l~C^-^ ^ -^3
1 am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019/ a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuf! of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice, as it is an avoidabEe fee. it also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the
environment In addition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

NameF^^ ^ , ^7z%7///^ >^



'^1 Ji^. ^^Dear Council Member/ ^J3 ^^
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019, 3 fee on piastic
bags. Every minirteof every day a garbage truck fui! of plastic enters our

waterways, it is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it

will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.

This biil gives consumers a choice, as it is an avoidable fee. it also makes
the important Hnk between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In add'ition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: _U^L_C^<SMAJ _ &^^A3^^—

Dear Council Member. ^:3cin^.
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019/ a fee on plastic

bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing pjastic, but it
will also bring mcreased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice/ as it is an avoidable fee. It also makes

the Important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment. In addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behaviorand reduce plastic pollution.

Name: A- CLu^i^£i^^^

l^b CJU^y ^LlDear Council Member/

I am writing today to ask that you suppoft CB64-2019, a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
wiIE sEso bring increased awareness to the commimrty so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.

This bill gn/es consumers a choice, as at is sn avoidabte fee. It also makes

the important Eink between our actions and the damage done to the

environment 3n addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic poHytion,

Name:

Dear Council Member, ^^ CRA/X^ ^-^
I am wnting today to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee on plastic
bags. Every minute of ever/ day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. C664-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing piastic pollution.
This bifi gives consumers a choice/ as it is an avoidable fee. it also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment In addition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic poliution.

Name: <-^^-e^^- ^7^^

NDear Council Membec UE-D i'JU fl'^

am writing today to ask that you support CB64-202.9, 3 fee on plastic
bags. Ever/ minute of ever/ day a garbage truck full of piastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it

will slso bring increased awareness to the cofnmun'rty 50 we can start

reducing piastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice/ as it is an avoidable fee. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the
environment En addition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: M/^W^ ^V ^^ ^Aj D^

^/b Oa^ ^Ll
Dear Council Member/
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee on plastic

bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our

waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 wiH not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but at

will also bring Increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bi!! gives consumers a choice, as it is an avoidable fee. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environments In addition, fees .-h^ve _been shown to work to change

behavior apdlreduce^ plastjc poliuti^i. ^
^ J^' ^., - A - '1:

Name: i^\ •^ J2



Dear Council Member/ WG ib L^_. ^—» _ r- — -t^:.
Fam writing' today to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee°n_ptastic
bags. Everyminute of every day a garbage truck full of^astic enters our

wuaTerways/lt"tsan environmental and health crisis unfoldinSbefore.°^
s.' CB64-2019 wil! not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, 1

w?in"3lso'bring-incre3sed awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This'bitiTJves consumers a choice, as it is an avoidable fee. ItaEso i
the" important link between our actions and the damage done to^

environment tn addrtion. fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

tVTk ^mcL^?_.Name: ~y
-JL_-.a,F^. ^/fc^.Z^

Dear Council Member/ WQ •<3^^
I am wntmg today to ask that you sup^rt C864-2019/ a fee on, plastic
bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our
waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it
will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice, as it is an avoidabEe fee. It also makes

the important Eink between our actions and the damage done to the
environment In addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

^cA^^^^ ^k^?us <^<.Name:
./_/uT)

Dear Council Member, ^-b 0 U ^

i am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee on ptastic
bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuEl of plastic enters our

waterways, it is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our
eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
wiii also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic poHution.

This bill gives consumers a choice/ as it is an avoidabie fee. It also makes

the important link between our actions and the damage done to the
environment. In addition/ fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic potlution.

Name: 'b^Om Jc \ C^t/v c;

f\ t3>- i-T^\

Dear Council Member/ ^ ^L/^.
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee on plastic
bags. Every nnsnute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our
waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our

eyes* C864-2019 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it
wiil also bring increased awareness to the community so we can start

reducing plastic poitution.
This bill gives consumers a choice/ as Ft is an gvoidabte fee. It afso makes
the important link between our actions and the damage done to the

environment, in addition, fees have been shown to work to change

behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: :0t^'^^ cr\c\.cc\^ i f\m^ ^DA\(.A <J^A.^>



^ i\ i% -^ Lj / ^L^^-^-^t
Dear Councsi Member, ^ ^ I s~^"//

f am writing today to ask that you support CB64-20X9/ a fee on plastic
1 bags. Every mih^te|bf ever/day a |garbage truck ^ull of plastic enters our

i^ waterways. It is an environnTientall^nd heaitri\cri^s unfolding tefore our
eyes. CB64-2019 wfl|! not oniy address this crisfs b^ reducing p^stic, but Et

^ will also bring incr^sed awaren^s to the community 50 w^ can start
reducing plastic po!{ut(on. f\ j|
This bill gives consEime'Rs a choiceja^ it is an avc&ble fee. f{ s!so makes
the important linkfestween our^ctib.ns and the ^3magei'done to the
environment !n addition/ fees have been sho^/ri to work to change

^ behavior and reduce plastic pollution. ,

^ Name: %^-^-y J. ^C^L^S^

V1



Sayers, Margery

From: Tim & Deb Lattimer <lat6imertp@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 2:20 PM
To: Jones, Ope!

Cc: CounciSMai); Ball, Caivin
Subject: Support CB64 (Bag Fee)

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Dr. Jones -

As a resident of District 2, I want to express my strong support for CB64-2019 to place a modest fee on plastic
bags in Howard County, i hope that you and the entire County Council will approve this measure, as it would
boost public health, a cleaner community, and enhance Howard County's reduction of our contributions to
global climate change. I also support an amendment that would impose a simiiar fee on paper bags, as doing
so would help to further reduce our county's generation of solid waste.

While a total ban on single-use bags might sound appealing to some, the reality is that carry-out bag fees have
proven to be more effective than outright bans, as grocery chains have, En some instances, simply shifted to
thicker plastic bags to get around restrictions on thinner bags. A bag fee can have a greater impact En
encouraging consumers to use more environmentally friendly re-usable bags. That's why Chicago scrapped
its plastic bag ban in 2017 and instituted a 7-cent bag fee. One study of both Chicago and Montgomery County
found that "very smaii financiaf incentives can iead to big behavioral change."

it's really not that complicated: consumers can choose whether to pay a small fee or avoid it by bringing their
own bags. For goodness sake, if these communities, as we!! as Washington, DC and over 400 other localities
around the country can do this, so can Howard County. Enacting a modest bag fee can go a long way toward
improving quality of life throughout the county and boost our contributions toward ensuring a more sustainable
future for our kids and future generations.

Thanks and best regards, Tim Lattimer
Each Leaf Court
Columbia, MD 21045



Sayers, Margery

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Hannah Zinnert <hzinnert@patapsco.org>

Monday, November 18, 2019 1:15 PM
CouncilMail
Watsh, Elizabeth; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann, David; Jones, Opel; Ball,
Calvin
CB64 Support
CB64 Testimony.pdf

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organizafcion. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Hello,

Patapsco Heritage Greenway is urging the council to support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. Please see the attached PDF for
our officia! letter to the council.

Thank you,

Ha^v^va^

Hannah Zinnert
Program Manager

Patapsco Heritage Greenway
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
hzinnert@patapsco.org

410-696-1328

www. patapsco.prg
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November 18,2019

Dear Council Member,

1 am writing as the Environmentai Program Manager at Patapsco Heritage

Greenway and urge you to support legislation CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Patapsco Heritage Greenwa/s mission is to preserve, protect, interpret, and

restore the environment, history, and culture of the Patapsco Valley.

We do this, in part, through our environmental stewardship activities, which
include many stream cleanups. Every year, we mobilize around 1,000 volunteers

to take part in approximateiy 25 cleanups throughout the Patapsco watershed.

At every single one of these cleanups, we have found and removed many single-

use plastic bags that are caught along stream banks, tree roots, and around

storm drains. Furthermore, many of these bags have already begun to break up

into smaller pieces, the first step into becoming "microptastics".

Singie-use plastic bags (and microplastics) cause the following issues;
• During production, they use precious fossil fuel, that not oniy is limited in

supply world-wide, but also contributes to climate change when used.

• After their limited use^ bags and micropiastics clog sewer drains (which
can exacerbate flooding issues), flow downstream, and end up in the

Patapsco River and subsequently the Chesapeake Bay.

• Along the way, wildlife and fish may become entangied or mistake
plastics for food, killing them as plastic accumulates in their system.

Patapsco Heritage Greenway will continue to conduct stream cleanups and

removing plastic bags whenever found. However, we hope for a future En which

we will not find as many needing to be removed. This goal is possible with your
assistance, and we hope you will support €864 as the first step in reaching it

Thank you,

LK-C^A- ^i^^t^-t

Hannah ZEnnert

Program Manager

Patapsco Heritage Greenway

PATAPSCO HERITAGE GREENWAY Is a 3o'i(c)(^)non~profit organization working to preserve,
protect/ interpret/ & restore the environment, history, and culture of the Patapsco Valley Heritage Area.



Sayers, Margery

From: Olivia Morris <ojemmoms@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 12:19 PM
To: Waish, Elizabeth; CouncilMail
Subject: Support for Plastic Bag Fee - Council Bi!i 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Unfortunately my husband and I will be unable to attend this evening's meeting for Howard County residents
being held at the George Howard Building, so I just wanted to take a quick moment to register my written
support of Council Bill 64. The proposed fee is but a small sum of money but the impact can go a very long
way to help protect our environment, our wildlife, and Howard County's sustainable future. I urge you to

consider the incredibly positive impacts this bill could have and thank you for considering my voice.

Sincerely,

Olivia Ziolkowski
Resident ofNorris Lane in Elkridge



Sayers, Margery

From: Casey Dyson <caseydyson@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, November 18,2019 11:46 AM
To: RIQby, Christiana
Cc: CounciiMail
Subject: Plastic bag fee -YES

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Pfease only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

DearChristiana/
! am writing today to ask that you support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuil of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 wil! not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the
community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it Es a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have

been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Piastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Piastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in landfiiis
where they may take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smailer particles that continue to pollute
the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.
Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Finaiiy, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroieum that could be used for
transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.



The County Coundi board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others will follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Casey Dyson
10177 Goodin OR
Columbia, 21046
443-562-7127



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 11:38 AM
To: Sayers, Margery

Cc: Harris, Michael
Subject: FW: Signatures from District 2
Attachments: District 2 - Petition.pdf

From: aiisasells@c21redwood.com <aiisaselis@c21redwood.com>

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 9:05 AM
To: Jones, Opet <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Signatures from District 2

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Dr. Counciiman Jones,

Attached are signatures from a petitions in support of bill CB 64 from your
constituents. Our group will continue the effort to prompt the bill in our community

Regards,

Alisa Niefefd-Batiz
Cell: 410-215-0047
a!isasells^c21redwppd,cprn
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Sayers, Margery

From: Patricia Hooker <patricia^wi!ls@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 11:29 AM
To: CounciiMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Opel; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann,

David
Cc reply@emails.sierraclub.org

Subject: CB64-2019

;Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I am asking you to please vote in favor of CB64-2019.

My daughter lives In Montgomery County and I grocery shop weekly for her in Bethesda.. i consider myseif an
advocate for responsible environmental behavior, yet until I began shopping in Montgomery County I was still
accepting piastic bags in Howard County. Changing my behavior in Montgomery changed my behavior in
Howard. I now use only reusable shopping bags everywhere.

The 5 cent fee is simply a reminder to change behavior for the good of the pianet. After forgetting to bring
reusable bags a few times it has become a habit to bring them. Habit changes everything.

Thank you,
Patricia Hooker
1175 Hoods Mil] Rd
Cooksville,MD21723
410-489-4314



Sayers, Margery

From: } Nader <jtnader@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, November 18,2019 11:10AM
To: CoundlMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Opei; Rlgby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann,

David
Subject: Piease support CB64 2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council members,

I live in District 1 and I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.
I returned to Maryland !ast year after living in Hawaii for 3 years. Hawaii implemented a fee on plastic bag use
while I was there, and I saw first hand how we!! it works. I have more reusable bags than I can use! And I don't
miss the plastic bags at all.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wiil raise awareness in the community and
speed action on the plastic pollution crisis

These kinds of bills give consumers a choice, as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the resulting harm to the environment. Best of ali, fees have been proven
to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.
We have no time to wait. We are already behind the curve on climate change and we need to do everything In
our collective power to address it. The County Council has an opportunity to lead on this issue.

Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Tim Nader
4017WiiiowBendCt
BiicottCity, MD 21042



Sayers, Margery

From: beth <bethbohac@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 10:51 AM
To: CoundlMail
Subject: CB64-2019

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know fche sender.]

I am in favor of Howard County encouraging people to use re-usable bags at stores within the county. I do not fee! that
the small fee for plastic bags is too much of a hardship for individuals. We need to do everything we can to encourage

recycling and re-use of our resources.

Thank you.

EiEzabeth Bohac
9451 Brett Lane
Columbia 21045



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 10:32 AM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Support CB 64

From: Sheila Robinson <sheila robinson@verizon.net>
Sent: Sunday/ November 17, 2019 11:13 AM

To: Jones/ Opel <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: Support CB 64

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Mr. Jones,

I live your District and I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.
Discarded plastic entering our waterways is a rapidly unfolding environmental and health crisis.

CB64 will not oniy address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will raise awareness in the community and
speed action on the plastic pollution crisis

This bill makes the important link between consumers' actions and the resulting harm to the environment. Best
of ali, fees have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

• Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways/ spoil the landscape/ and end up
in landfills where they may take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller
particles that continue to pollute the soli and water.

• Decomposing plastic bags release methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.
• Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollute water directly or indirectly.
• Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake

them for food. Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic
bags.

• Plastic bags come from a byproduct of tracked gas or oil. Making plastic bags relies on
more tracking/ pipelines/ compressor stations and cracker plants which Marylanders have
clearly rejected numerous times already.

We have no time to wait. The County Council has an opportunity to lead on this issue. Please support CB64.

Sincerely,

Sheila Robinson

9430 Wandering Way

Columbia, MD 21045
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019,

a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck ful! of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019,

a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-201 9,
a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a
completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important
link between consumers' actions and the impact their
actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.
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Dear Council Member,
am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019,

a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a
garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It
is an environmental and health crisis unfolding
before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring
increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a

jxunpletely avoidiHTe'feeHTalso makes the important
(^4tT^etween_£Qasumers' actions and the impact their

actions have on t^e environment. Best of all, fees
have been^royer^tp work to change behavior and

-re3uce-plastic pollution.
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Testimony on CB64-2019

From: Ruth E. Nimmo /L^^t
10001 Windstream Drive/ Apt. 805
Columbia/ MD 21044

To: Howard County Council Members

Date: November 18, 2019

Thank you for allowing me to testify on CB64-2019 which would enact a fee on plasfcic
bags at the retail store level, I am in favor of this bill for many reasons/ but primarily
for the role that plastic bags play in polluting our environment. Some facts that you
should consider include:

» Plastic bags were introduced to supermarkets in 1977.
» An average family will use 60 plastic bags on four visits to the

supermarket.
» 160,000 plastic bags are used globally every second.
• 5 trillion plastic bags are produced yearly. Side by side, they can encircle

the world 7 times.
• Plastic will only start degrading after 700 years and will only fully degrade

in 1000 years. This means that all the plastic that has ever been
produced has not degraded yet.

• Plastic bags remain toxic even after it breaks down. ft doesn't
biodegrade, it photo-degrades. It means that after it degrades, it breaks
down into smaller and smaller toxic bits of itself - and bleeds and
contaminates the environment.

» Only 1 to 3% of plastic bags are recycled worldwide.
• Plastic bags are produced using petroleum, natural gas and other

chemicals. Its production is toxic to the environment.
» The Great Pacific Garbage Patch, which is a floating landfill of garbage In

the Pacific twice the size of Texas, is mostly composed of plastic.
* Plastic bags cause the death of many marine animals when they are

mistaken for food,

Source: !lUp^://wwwJ,hewoN

As a registered voter in Council District 4/1 ask you to enact CB64 so that all of Howard
County will take seriously the need to reduce our use of plastic bags. Free and low cost
reusable bags are available and I laud the Less Plastics Please group for converting t-
shirts into free reusable bags. Every person in the world needs to do their part in
reducing plastics. We should show leadership In this important issue. Please vote "yes"
for CB64.
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Bans versus Fees: Disposable Carryout Bag Policies and Bag Usage

Abstract Using observational data on consumer canyout bag usage, we measure the effects of

Disposable Bag Policies on bag demand. Our results show that plastic bag bans with paper bag

fees eliminate use of disposable plastic bags and increase use of reusable bags. However, we

find significant and undesired increases in paper bag demand. We compare our results to a study

on bag fees and conclude the types of bags stores choose to sell in lieu of disposable plastic

bags, as well as the price of alternatives, impact whether bans are more successful than fees in

discouraging disposable bag demand. JEL code: H23, Q58.

Disposable carryout plastic bags bring convenience to supermarket customers, but at a

substantial cost to the environment and to municipalities trying to keep their streets and

waterways clean. With plastic bag clean-up, recycling, and land-filling costing cities and local

governments millions of dollars per year, Disposable Bag Policies are gaining popularity among

lawmakers across the county. Disposable Bag Policies prohibit retail stores from providing

customers with free can'yout bags at checkout. The ultimate goal of these policies is to alter

consumer behavior—curbing the consumption of single-use bags and encouraging the use of

reusable bags. Yet, while all Disposable Bag Policies share this common goal, in practice they

differ in their policy prescriptions, dividing into two competing approaches: (1) Bag bans—a

command-and-control approach to regulate behavior directly and (2) Bag fees—a market-based

approach to incentivize individuals to change their own behavior.

The adoption of both types of policies has been widespread in the U.S. At the local level,

fees on both plastic and paper carryout bags have been adopted by several cities and counties on

the east coast, while the most popular policy prescription on the west coast has been bans on

plastic bags coupled with fees on paper bags. At the state level, as of October 2014 legislation

stood with two states having already baimed plastic bags, three states considering similar bans,

California and Hawaii (all four counties in Hawaii have banned plastic bags making it a statewide ban in effect).



and four states considering fees on all disposable bags. In light of the pervasiveness of both

policies, this paper asks: Does the type of policy matters with respect to changing consumer

behavior?

The standard economic analysis, dating back to Pigou's work in the 1920's, has

emphasized the efficiency advantages of economic incentive (El) mechanisms, such as fees and

taxes, over command-and-control (CAC) approaches, such as bans (Sandmo 1976). When

polluters (i.e. plastic bag users) differ in their costs of abatement (i.e. forgoing plastic can'yout

bags), the flexibility offered by El approaches reduces the aggregate cost of achieving a given

level of pollution reduction in comparison to uniformly-applied CAC policies. However, the cost

of information and monitoring also underlie the choice between taxes and bans. CompUance with

bans may be relatively cheaper to monitor, which could account for the occurrence of these

forms of regulation (Christiansen and Smith 2012). Moreover, when there is significant

uncertainty about the costs of pollution abatement, the outcomes from regulations which set a

pollution quantity (or cap) can differ from those which set a pollution price, and conditions for

one to dominate depend on the sensitivity of marginal abatement costs and marginal pollution

damages to the pollution level (Weitzman 1974). Therefore, if poUcymakers do not know

consumers' demand elasticity for disposable canyout bags or the pollution damages from an

additional bag, economic theory is ambiguous about whether bans or taxes should be chosen.

Given the theoretical uncertainty and the growing prevalence of both types of policies, it

is imperative to compare outcomes under each regulation tool. With this objective in mind, we

(1) empiricaUy investigate whether a bag ban has had its intended effects on the types of bags

consumers use at checkout, and (2) compare and contrast outcomes under this bag ban to those

Massachuselts, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Puerto Rico,

Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania.



of a bag fee. To accomplish the first task, we take advantage of a policy change in the

neighboring Califomian cities of El Cerrito, Richmond, and San Pablo. Starting January 1,2014,

these cities began to prohibit retail stores from providing customers with plastic single-use bags

at checkout. Any retail establishment that provides a recycled paper can'yout bag or reusable bag

to a customer must charge a minimum of five cents per bag. Using this policy change as a natural

experiment, we collect observational data on customers bag choices at a set of stores in these

cities, both before and after the policy took effect. We observe customers during checkout and

record the number and types of bags used, the length of transaction times, whether a bagger was

present and basic customer demographic information. Besides collecting counterfactual data in

the pre-policy period, we also collect data at stores in the control cities of Berkeley and Concord,

where there was no bag policy change during our sample period.

With our unique panel dataset, we use a simple difference-in-differences empirical

strategy to measure how plastic bag bans with paper bag fees affect customers' demand for

various types of disposable and reusable bags. We further measure whether changes in consumer

behavior due to the policy shock are heterogeneous across the size of the fee (i.e. 5-cent fees

versus 10-cent fees) and store type (i.e. national supermarket chain versus discount chain). In

particular, we collect data at two markedly different grocery chains within the same treated and

control cities. Not only do these chains attract a different clientele within the same city—as

evidenced by the demographic data we collect-—their management also chose different responses

to the same Disposable Bag Policy. The first chain, which we refer to as the National Chain,

chose to charge the minimum required 5 cents per paper bag. Alternatively, the second chain-

referred to as the Discount Chain—chose to charge 10 cents per paper bag and introduced a 15-

cent thick-plastic reusable bag. By running the same difference-in-differences analysis on each



of these chains separately, we are able to compare how the types and prices of bags offered

influence consumer behavior.

For our second objective, we investigate how outcomes under plastic bag bans compare

to outcomes under bag fees, by juxtaposing our results to those of a concurrent bag fee.

Homonoff (2013) studies the 5-cent smgle-use plastic and paper bag fee in Montgomery County

Maryland and finds that the use of disposable bags drops 42 percentage points after the policy

implementation. While there exist previous studies examining how Disposable Bag Policies

affect consumer behavior (Dikgang et al. 2012), Homonoff(2013) was the first to collect data on

bag usage in both the pre- and post-poUcy period and at treated and control stores. By replicating

the methodology ofHomonoff(20i3) on our sample of stores, we are able to directly compare

results, and consequently, draw conclusions on the effectiveness of bag bans versus bag fees.

To preview some of our results, we find that both policies lead to remarkably similar

increases in reusable bag usage and reductions in disposable bag usage at National Chain stores.

However, in comparing the Discount Chain to the National Chain, we find that charging 10 cents

(instead of 5 cents) for paper bags and offering cheap, alternative reusable bags leads to even

larger reductions in disposable bag demand. Specifically, after the policy change, paper bag

demand increased by only 8.52 percentage points at Discount Chain stores, as compared to 46.50

percentage points at National Chain stores. Thus the types of bags that stores decide to sell in

lieu of single-use plastic bags, as well as the price of alternatives, has significant impacts on the

effectiveness of Disposable Bag Policies, especially in regards to paper bag demand.

To our knowledge, no other study has empirically compared the effect of these two types

of policies on bag demand; however, empirical evidence for other commodities does exist. With

We refer to both paper and plastic bags as disposable bags. Thus for customers facing a plastic bag ban, disposable

bag use is only comprised of paper bags. For customers facing a paper and plastic bag fee, it is a mix of both.



respect to the regulation of productlon-slde externalities, empirical studies have compared El

instruments versus CAC approaches in reducing air pollutants (Gates et al. 1989) and in

incentivizing the production of higher fuel economy vehicles (Greene 1990). However, given

that the consumption of disposable bags creates the externality in question, our analysis relates

more closely to the limited empirical literature on the regulation of consumption-driven

externalities. For instance, Adda and ComagUa (2010) analyze the effect of bans and taxes on

passive smoking and find that excise taxes are more effective at reducing exposure to tobacco

smoke than smoking bans in public places. The reason Is that bans displace smokers to private

places where they contaminate non-smokers, especially young children. Although disposable

bags and cigarettes are very different commodities in many respects, our analysis likewise finds

that bans displace consumption in unintended ways in which taxes do not.

As the first study to both rigorously analyze consumer bag demand responses to plastic

bag bans with paper bag fees and to compare outcomes under bag bans to those under bag fees,

the results of this paper have the potential to shape cm'rent and future policy—and not just

policies regulating disposable bags but also other disposable products such as Styrofoam

containers and plastic bottles. Our results suggest that as cities, counties, and states continue to

design and adopt Disposable Bag Policies, they will want to consider not only their objectives for

reusable and plastic bag usage, but also their objectives for paper bag consumption. The rest of

the paper proceeds as follows. Section 2 reviews the background on disposable can'yout bags.

Section 3 describes the empirical setting, the policy changes that led to the experimental design,

the data collection methodology, and the data. Section 4 lays out the empirical strategy and

presents the results. Section 5 compares our results to previous studies and discusses policy

implications and Section 6 concludes.



Background on Disposable Bag Policies

Environmental Costs of Disposable Canyout Bags

Standard disposable plastic bags cost retailers on average 3 cents each and paper bags

cost 7 to 10 cents each. However, customers do not directly see the price of the disposable bags

they use, as the majority of grocery stores roll the price of these bags into the total cost of the

transaction. .Without seeing a price, customers are prone to use more plastic bags than tKey

would be willing to pay for at face-value, and this overuse is costing municipalities millions in

clean-up expenses annually. Each year Americans are estimated to consume 100 billion single"

use plastic bags (Clapp and Swanston 2009)—approximately 325 bags per person per year—the

vast majority of which are eventually landfilled or littered. When not kept in landfills, plastic

bags end up in storm drains, rivers and oceans—degrading water quality, harming birds and

aquatic life, clogging waterways, and becoming a general eyesore. Even when properly disposed

of in a receptacle, plastic bags are easily blown away due to their light weight and aerodynamics

(Kauffman & Wolff 2009). Furthermore, the 5.2 percent of plastic bags that do get recycled

(USEPA 2006) become a major problem for recyclers as the bags often clog the machines used

to sort material. A study of the budgets of 6 major cities in the U.S. finds that the litter control

of plastic bags costs between 3.2 and 7.9 cents per bag (Burnett 2013). Given that approximately

100 billion plastic bags are consumed in the U.S. each year, municipalities across the US.

together spend up to $3.2 to $7.9 billion per year to clean-up plastic bags.

In light of the sizeable costs of plastic bags, one might be tempted to answer the age-old

Bag cost estimates come from interviews with the store managers in our sample, but media articles also confirm

these estimates ("Plastic Ban Means Higher Costs are in the Bag," Cram fs Chicago Business. 3 May 2014. Online),

The cost of paper bags depend on bag size and the presence of handles. Store owners list disposable bags as their

fourth largest operating cost, after electricity, payroll, and credit card fees.

6 "Which Bag is Best: Paper or Plastic?" The Oregonian. 17 May 2007. Online.



question "Paper or Plastic?" with a resounding "Paper!" However, single-use paper bags are not

without their own environmental costs and thus may not be an adequate alternative to plastic.

The negative environmental impacts of paper bags include: (i) paper bags are more energy and

water intensive to manufacture than plastic bags, with paper bag production using 70 percent

more energy and 17 times more water than the production of plastic bags of the same carrying

capacity (Chaffee and Yaros 2007), (ii) it takes 98 percent less energy to recycle a pound of

plastic than a pound of paper, and (iii) paper bags are 9 times heavier than plastic bags and

require more space in transportation trucks and landfills. Therefore, by switching from plastic to

paper, society is simply trading one set of environmental costs for another. However, the

important take-away is that the environmental costs of single-use plastic bags are felt acutely in

the budgets of local municipalities, especially those along waterways, whereas the environmental

cost associated with paper bags are more broadly spread across all people .in a population.

Therefore it is unsurprising that m practice Disposable Bag Policies have been more aggressive

against plastic bag consumption tlian paper bag consumption.

Policies to Regulate Disposable CarryoutBags

Given the aforementioned costs of disposable bag usage, governments in the US. began

passing laws to regulate disposable bags in the mid to late 2000's. On January 1, 2010 the

District of Columbia became the first city in the U.S. to require a fee, charged at checkout, .for

using single-use plastic and paper bags. This law—which passed in response to a District

7 "Graphic: Paper or Plastic?" The Washington Post. Oct. 3, 2007. Online.

Internationally disposable bag regulations started earlier, with several counh'ies bannmg the use of plastic bags in

the global South, where the externalities of plastic bags are exacerbated by less established municipal waste

collection, and recycling. Policies later spread to the global North, with Ireland becoming the first indush'ialized

country to impose a tax on customers for using plastic bags in 2002 (Convery et al. 2007),

Full article: https^//ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/204783/files/BagBansVersusBagFees^AAEA20i5.pdf
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How many species are on the planet? An estimated 8.7 million

How many use plastic bags? 1
For what amount of time? An average of 12-14 minutes for a single use

Are there less polluting options? Yes
Does the plastic bag pollution adversely affect countless species? Yes
Do we even know the extent of damage we are causing these species and their habitat? No

So what are we talking about here? Changing peoples' ingrained, entrenched behavior so that
when we start talking about statewide/ and eventually - country-wide ban on petrochemical

plastic bags our addiction will already be broken.
There is no place for these products in our future. The state of our planet dictates that we must

change/ so business as usual is not an option anymore. If it was/ we wouldn t be having this

hearing, the 200 counties across the U.S. that have put fees or restrictions on the plastic bags/

wouldn't have. But they, like we/ understand the urgency.

As for the detractors:

1. For the people that don t understand why plastic is a problem/ please ask me or any

member of the Less Plastic Please group to share studies/ facts, data and stories of

marine animals that have been killed by these products

2. For those who want to just ban plastic bags outright-great!! When the time comes to

push this initiative at the state levei/1 look forward to seeing your passion for this issue
shine through. Until then/ please act as though the nickel is a nonstarter

3. For the petrochemical plastic bag industry, the decrease in usage of the products that

you are familiar with is i m sure a concern. But let this piece of legislation be your

canary in the coal mine. The movement towards a sustainable world in clean energy,

sustainable packaging/ and build our cities is coming. There Is no stopping it at this
point. The planet demands it/ so we have to change. Sustainable source material is the

future of your industry. Adapt to it or fall by the wayside.



"The stone age ended not because we ran out of stones so will the age of oil end/ but it

will end far before we run out of oil" That's a quote from the former oil minister of

Saudi Arabia.

Other industries are seeing the colossal wave of change. The used luxury car market has

a surplus 20% of inventory. This is a number that's been steadily climbing. Why?
Because everyone wants EVs. This trend is not going to reverse any time soon- or ever.

You owe it to your employees/ your community/ your planet to adapt to the change and

pivot to sustainable 100% degradable sourcing. Because all it will take is a young wiz kid
to come up with a cheap way to manufacture cassava-based plastic bags/ set up global

network distribution - and that's it, you'll be pushed out of the marketplace. How do I

know? Because corporations are not just Grafting greener practices for their companies/

they have begun to internalize sustainability goals as top priorities. Take Apple for
example. Not only are they, as of last year/ running the entire company on renewable

energy, but they are urging their suppliers to do the same with their Supplier Clean
Energy Program portal. So sustainability isn't just happening in a vacuum/ it is

permeating everywhere, it will continue to.

It's coming- so get ahead of it

Thank you



TESTIMONY TO THE HOWARD COUNTY COUNCIL

CB64-2019ANACTto require a specified fee on certain disposable bags

POSITION: Support

BY: Ruth Auerbach, District 3 Resident, 9455 Clocktower Lane, Columbia, MD 21046

Date: November 18,2019

I grew up in Montgomery County, MD, and frequently visit there. Montgomery County has been
collecting a bag fee for seven years. The first time I encountered it at a groceiy store, I admit I was
annoyed. However, T quickly became accustomed to it, and I found that bringing reusable bags to the
store is easy. I've acquired all my reusable bags fof free through business promotions and my
workplace.

Plastic waste is a serious environmental problem that will not go away easily. By imposing a
disposable bag fee in Howard County^ I anticipate that many Howard County residents will respond
like I did and switch to reusable bags. We must start doing the easy things now. From the UN Report
on Smgle-use Plastics, "We are already unable to cope with the amount of plastic waste we generate,
unless we rethink the way we manufacture, use and manage plastics. Ultimately, tackling one of the
biggest environmenlal scourges of our dme will require governments to regulate, businesses to
innovate and individuals to act.

To demonstrate the disposable bag problem in Howard County, on March 2,2019,1 took pholos of the
disposable bags on the the Columbia Association public space and townhome association property
behind the townhouses 9449 - 9467 Clocktower Lane. I found over 30 bags in this relatively small
plot. These bags are less than 200 yards from the Little Patuxent River, in an area which drains into it.
Below I include an approximate map of the area and a few of the photos I took there.

I urge your support for CB64-2019 and support for a paper bag fee amendment.
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Again, I urge your support on CB64-2019and support for a paper bag fee amendment.
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Testimony in support ofCB64-20l9

November 18,2019

Good evening. My name is Liz Feighner and I live in District 3.

I am testifying in support of CB64 - putting a free on single use plastic, Plastic and its toxic
additives pose serious risks to human health at every stage of the plastic lifecycle. In 2019, plastic
production and incineration will release tons of greenhouse gases and toxic chemicals into the
atmosphere - equivalent to the emissions from 189 coal-fired power plants. These emissions are

growing rapidly because plastics are a by-product of oi! and gas, and drilling for oil and gas, known as
Tracking, is undergoing a boom in the US. Fueled by cheap Tracked gas, the world's largest fossil fuel
companies are betting big on plastics (especially single use) and are massively expanding the
infrastructure for making plastic - ethane cracker plants, pipelines and petrochemical hubs. The
American Chemistry Council projects that the industry will invest over $200 billion in new or expanded
facilities by 2025 in the US alone, locking us into decades of climate warming emissions.

A plastic bag's toxic trail starts with tracking, including in neighboring states of PA, W. Va and Ohio.
Frontline communities and industry workers are exposed to highly toxic chemicals at fracking sites, at
refineries that produce plastic products, and at incinerators that burn plastic waste, like the Bresco
Incinerator in Baltimore. Numerous studies have documented a rise in cancer rates, birth defects,

low birth weights, heart attacks and asthma for those living near these facilities. Of course, Tracking
and refining sites are often near low income communities of coior, where residents lack the resources

to fight back.

After using our plastic bag once, recycling is better than landfilling or burning, but we can't recycle our
way out of this problem. When plastic is recycled, it is often used to make another item of lower
quality, such as furniture stuffing or packing materials. This is referred to as 'downcycling.' Plastic can
be downcycled only once or twice, before it is eventually discarded. Recycling is basically a prelude
to the tandfitl or incinerator. In addition, recycling plastic costs more than making plastic items from
virgin materials. The Tracking boom has upended the recycled plastics markets so that municipalities
are forced to spend more trying to dispose of all of this plastic. Some US localities have even stopped
recycling. Howard County has more recycling restrictions and our county schools have announced

that they will stop recycling in school cafeterias next fall.

Even with all our recycling, only 9% of the plastic produced in the world between 1950 and 2015 was
recycled. In the United States, only 9.1% of the plastic was recycled in 2015 and the amount that we
recycle is dropping. The Plastic Pollution Coalition estimates that only 2.9% of plastic will be recycled
in 2019 in the United States and the United Nations estimates that by 2050, our oceans will have
more plastic by weight than fish.

The US and other wealthy nations exported our recycled plastic waste to China until 2018, when
China shut its doors because of contamination. This move exposed the problems and hidden truths of
the global plastic recycling industry. Today, the world is literally drowning in plastic waste, and
countries—even wealthy and developed ones—have been unable to cope. Our plastic waste is now

being diverted from China to other low-income countries in Southeast Asia with poor regulations and



waste management. The burning of plastics in these countries contaminate their soil, water and air,

and plastic waste in open landfills fouls their beaches and rivers. In the ocean, we've created five

massive floating islands of plastic. The largest " the Great Pacific Garbage Patch -- is twice the size
of Texas. After years of recycling or throwing away our trash, we are finally seeing that there is no

'away.' Our addiction to plastic leads to much suffering for our fellow humans as well as alt other life
on our one Earth.

All plastic eventually degrades into fragments and microplastics that leach toxic additives into our air
and water, our food chain and eventually into us. Because of a lack of transparency regarding the

chemicals and additives in plastics, we don't even know all of the potential harms.

For our climate and our health, we must reduce the production ofsingle-use, disposable plastic bags,

stop the development of new oil, gas and petrochemica! infrastructure, and quickly transition to
sustainable, and zero-waste communities. Putting a fee on plastic bags will be a first step towards

the goal of reducing single-use shopping bags.

Sincerely,

Liz Feighner
District 3



CB64 Testimony - SUPPORT

Good evening. My name is Sue Hughen. I'm a member of Less

Plastic Please.

At the beginning of 2019, the group was discussing topics on
the future plastic bag fee bill. I volunteered to work on
possible solutions for those individuals that might have a
problem buying a reusable bag to avoid the fee.

In February, I and others, began making reusable bags from T-
shirts. T-shirts were a readily available resource that didn't

cost anything. We started having T-shirt drives at schools and
collecting leftovers from church drives.

The construction process creates scraps that we take to H&M
in the Columbia Mail. They turn them into insulation and give
a 15% off coupon for each bag brought in. Win Win!

Looking for a store partnership for these free bags was the
next step. LA Mart in Oakland Mills, Columbia stepped up to
the challenge. Since they have a store In Silver Spring with a
bag fee, they were very supportive of our idea. Before the
Montgomery County fee, they were buying 50-60 cases of bags
each month. After the Montgomery County fee, they buy 10
cases of bags each month. We placed a box near the registers

and the bags are taken as fast as they are made; over 300 so
far.

In September/ we began a partnership with the Howard County
Public School System Department of Special Education. The
students are making the no-sew version of the T-shirt bags.

They deliver them to LA Mart when finished. A DSE goal is to



have their students participate in a community service
projects.

Other community outreach has been through Transition
Howard County Repair Caf6. I have given demonstrations on
how to make a T-shirt bag and set up a project table during the
events. One of the best events was Kid's Day where we had

many kids making their own no-sew bag to take home with
them.

These community partnerships show that there is support
throughout the County for this bill and reducing plastic
pollution.

We asked the State of Maryland to enable Howard County to
enact this bill. It may not be a perfect bill, or satisfy everyone's
desires. However if we do not act now, it will not meet

anyone's goals.

Please vote YES on CB64.

Sue Hughen
5621 Columbia Rd. #403
Columbia, MD 21044
410-952-4896
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TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF CB64-2019,

by Paul J. Baicich, Chair/ Our Revolution Howard County

18 November 2019

Fm here to express our support for CB64/ the bag-fee proposal introduced by:
Council Members Opel Jones and Christiana Mercer Rigby.

I hope to keep my comments down to two-and-a half minutes.

I love plastic. I love the internal combustion engine. I love antibiotics.

But as everyone here knows, we can have too much of a good thing.

Antibiotics save lives/ but //they are prescribed for every time you have the

sniffles or have a cough/ the social risks add up to a bacterial resistance that is a

danger to all of us.

The internal combustion engine is responsible for major advances over the last

century/ but the social costs of the excessive use of private engines with C02

emissions threaten the environment in the U.S. (e.g./ Los Angeles/ Houston/ New

York/ Washington-Baltimore, Denver) and elsewhere (e.g./ in China and India) on

our planet.

Plastics provide us with wonderful and essential tools, from medical devices (e.g./

prosthetics) and building materials to those fabulous green-colored/ county-

provided compost bins expanding across Howard County.

But single-use plastic bags are a waste.

The social costs - in terms of clean-up/ threats to waterways and wildlife/ the fact

that bags are not free after all/ and that recycling options have been virtually

closed-simply illustrate that their time/their practicality/ has passed.

It's time to start seriously changing public behavior on single-use plastics/ starting

with plastic bags. A fee will do that/ having people think twice about walking out



of a store with a bag that's not the one they walked in with! If not this proposal/

what easier or more logical steps can be considered to change behavior?

Besides/the use of the fees, as described in CB64/ include some very creative and

forward- thinking proposals/ including stream clean-ups/ anti-littering education/

and more.

This shou!d be simple, folks. The hard stuff would include seriously addressing the

internal combustion engine that I mentioned (and that most of us used to get

here tonight)/ the lack of serious public transportation in (and through)the

county/ and the resulting greenhouse effect. We can save that heavy stuff for

some other time. Let's get this easy stuff out of the way.

Thankyou.

Paul J. Baicich

7237 Swan Point Way
Columbia/MD 21045

410-992-9736

HOWARD COUNTY
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9462 Farewell Rd
Columbia, MD 20145
11/18/19

Howard County Council
George Howard Building
3430 Court House Drive

Ellicott City, MD 21043

Dear County Council members,

Good Evening. My name is Pat Hersey, Co-Founder of Less Plastic Please. I am

here tonight to speak in favor ofCB64, the bill for a completely avoidable fee
on plastic bags.

First, will all those in support of this bill please stand. Please note the reusable

bags that Less Plastic Please sews from donated t-shirfcs. We say if we have a tu
shirt/ you have a bag. Thank you all.

When Less Plastic Please birthed the idea for this bill, we had two objectives:
to address the immediate issue of the plastic crisis in Howard County and the

long-term issue of our throwaway society through behavior change.

As we researched for the best way to reach these goals, we found the key to
success are strategies that educate and fit into the user's life style. A fee fits
the bill. Think of the fee like a nudge.

Unlike a ban, the value of a nudge is that they do not attempt to
force sudden and abrupt changes in consumer behavior. It simply helps sway
folks to make a choice. For the change to be lasting, it needs to be voluntary
and based on choice. [1] Examples of nudges are candy by a cash register or
"Do you want fries with a that?"

Despite the size of the fee, the impact is effective due to a psychological

principle called loss aversion. Once you own something, psychologically, you
do not want to surrender it, even if it is a nickel. [2]



Research also points out that people tend to be somewhat mindless, passive,
decision makers. [3] So a small adjustment/ such as a 5"cent fee/ disrupts
habitual mindless behaviors and helps people draw a tighter linkage between

environmental awareness and their actions. [4]
This bill creates a stumbling block for mindless decision making.

We understand that change is hard.
However, studies show that gradual change is most effective and long
lasting.[5]
This bill gives consumers time to adjust to change. Change that must happen.

We wanted to respect the intelligence of the citizens of Howard County by

giving choices. Choices gives ownership to our actions leading to increased
awareness of those actions. [6] Fees are designed to persuade and to educate/
not dictate. The consumer also has the choice to pollute. But with this bill, the

polluters pay.

We were aware of the plastic bag industry and wanted be considerate of
the employees, which I believe is approximately 160. We wanted to allow for a
gradual transition away from plastics/ as we all need to do.

We took into consideration the impact on low-income citizens.
Aside from the t-shirt bags Less Plastic Please makes, this bill will allow for
free bag giveaways. When the overhead is lower from not providing bags,
everyone benefits, especially low-income people. Again, this is a completely
avoidable fee,

And, of course, we focused on the dangers of plastic.
Time does not allow me to discuss all the detrimental impacts. But I do know,

the more you learn about plastic, the less you sleep at night

Lastly, we examined our values.

A disposable society is a very expensive place fco live.

We must start caring about our planet as seriously our teens and pre-teens
care. Right now/ we have a choice. This next generation will need to live with
this our choice. Let's make sure it is the right choice.



The County Council has a golden opportunity to turn the tide on
plastic pollution in Howard County and set new social norms that will make
our children proud. Let's be the leadership others will follow.

Thank you.

[l]hfctps://fourminutebooks.com/nudge-summary/

[2]h£tps://www,psychologytoday.com/us/blog/neuronarrative/201707/8-reasons-why-
its-so-hard-really-change-your-behavior

[3]https://www,vox.com/the-highlight/2019/8/20/20806651/plastic-bag-ban-strawi
ban-tax

www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/whv-charging-plastic-bags-makes-people-give-

them-180953315/
ht^s;//www.aeaweb.org/conference/2014/retrleve.php2pdfid=189

[4] https://qz,com/1173081/the-behavioral"economics-that-explain-why-we-need-a-tax"
on-disposable-coffee-cu^/

[5] http://www.allaboutbags.ca/reduction.html

[6] hfctps://wwwj-scoop.eu/power-choice/



Hello county council. Thank you for taking the time to listen to my thoughts on CB64. I'm Iris

Zhan, I'm a 15 year old sophomore from River Hill High Schooi, and I'm back in this building to
testify in favor of a fee on plastic bags countywide. I want to thank the state delegation, that
maryland general assembly, the governor, and the council for helping us make it this far.

We are almost done this fight but there are sojnany more fights. I'm not here to te!l you scary
statistics like by 2050 there will be more fish than plastic or that we are eating a credit card of
plastic each week to make you care about this issue. Howard County prides itself on being

sustainable and caring about nature, but this pride is very passive, and this needs to change.

We need to be proactive as we are running out of time as we are facing numerous ecological
crises. We need to recognize that business as usual cannot continue and that this bag fee is the
first best step in the best direction away from business as usual. This will turn the tide in the

fight against plastic pollution.

We may be concerned about small businesses but this will help smalt businesses, as this
financial incentive^ use plastic bags means they can spend n^oney buying plastic bags. This
fee is avoidable and there are easy ways to make reusable bags. I don't want my future to
become a dystopian novel reality of a world trashed with toxic plastic.

I know that we must build a better world because it is possible and we have no other choice. So

right here right now we draw the line. i will turn 16 on Wednesday and all I want for my birthday
is a sustainable future I can look forward to. Now it's up to you to decide our fate. Thank you.



Good evening. My name is Sam Seliger. I am a Senior at Howard High

School, where I am in the Environmental Club, and a Columbia resident. In one

week, I will be old enough to vote. I am here to voice my support for CB64-2019,

which wiil impose a five-cent tax on disposable plastic bags.

It is estimated that 100 billion single-use plastic bags are used in the United

States in a single year.1 According to Waste Management, only 1% of them are

recycled.2 That means that every year, 99 billion plastic bags are thrown out, either

going to landfills, or into the streets and natural environment as litter, where they will

take five centuries to decompose, photo-degrading into small toxic particles called

micro-plastics.1

Littered plastic bags are dangerous for wildlife. When they eventually make

their way to rivers, bays, and oceans, they are often eaten by turtles, fish, and other

wildlife, and residual plastic pollution makes its way up the food chain, poisoning

even more animals. One third of leatherback sea turtles are found with plastic in

their stomachs.1 It is estimated that 60% of all seabirds have ingested pieces of

plastic, which can cause them to starve.3 Bags can also end up in huge collections

of marine waste, such as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, a floating island of

plastic garbage far larger than the state of Maryland.3

1 "10 Facts About Single-Use Plastic Bags," Center for Biological Diversity
hitj3S://v^Aw,bioiogicaldiversity.org/proarams/DOpu!ation and sustainability/sustainabilitv/plastic^bagjfects
.html
2 "Guidelines - Plastic vs Paper Bags," Waste Management Northwest
httD_://www.wmnQrthwest.com/auidelines/DlasticvsDaoer.htm
3 "Ocean Plastics Pollution," Center for Biological Diversity
htte/AA/ww.bioioqicaldiversity.ora/campaiqns/ocean^plastics/index.html



Overall, plastic bags make up a silver of the ever-growing climate crisis that

threatens all life on Earth. But there is an easy first step towards lessening our use,

and we desperately need to take advantage of it. Governments across the world,

from the nations of Bangladesh and Pakistan, to nearby Montgomery County, have

enacted laws banning, or creating disincentives for, single-use plastic bags.4

These laws work. In Chicago, the percentage of grocery shoppers using

singfe-use plastic bags went from 82% to 55% in the year after a seven-cent tax was

instituted.5 The percentage of shoppers using reusable bags, and of those not using

bags at all, both more than doubled.

After Montgomery County levied its five-cent tax in 2012, the proportion of

customers who used disposable bags dropped by more than half, according to one

survey.4 The number of plastic bags found in nearby waterways fell by over 65%.6

The evidence is clear. A small tax on plastic bags can drastically reduce their

use, and as a result, reduce plastic poiiution.

In order to keep Howard County's waterways clean, and to chip away at the

massive onslaught of plastic trash thrown into the environment every day around the

world, we need to lessen our plastic trash.

This tax will not stop climate change, but it is a step in the right direction.

4 "Plastic Bag Bans Have Been Enacted in Over 400 Cities And States. But Did It Reduce Waste?" Vox
httDS://www.vox,com/the-hiahliaht/2019/8/20/20806651/Dlastic-baa-ban-straw-ban-tax
5 Skipping The Bag: Assessing the impact of Chicago's tax on disposable bags." Homonoff, Tatiana, et al.
https://www.ideas42.ora/wp-content/UDloads/2018/09/Baa Tax Paper_finaL^d|
6 "A Maryland County's Nickle Tax for Plastic Bags is Paying Off, But Not As Planned," Washington Post
httDS://www.washJnatonDost.com/local/md-DoiitJcs/a-marv!and-countvs-nickei-tax-for-D[astic-baas-Es-Davin
cf-off-but-not-as-Dianned/2016/07/04/5b6acbcO-3e28-11e6"84e8-1580c7db5275 storv.html



Good evening, we are Chloe Shader and Bella Saunders of Be the Change Club, Atholton High School's

activism club.

We believe that that the forest conservation act needs to be passed because;

1) We need to comply with state law.

2) Trees are important.

Let's expand on that second point a little bit. My lungs are expanding right now» talking to you, because

of trees! And while there's a lot of hype behind holding up the sky, it turns out that trees do something

arguably more important: holding together the ground. Especially within our changing climate, frees are

more important than ever and the changes in this act would hold developers accountable for their actions.

Howard County's location in the Chesapeake Bay watershed only adds to the weight of this bill—the

health of our forests will impact the health of this important estuary.

To protect frees and forests is to value our environment: as a place to live in, learn from, and enjoy.

The last time that the County updated the forest conservation act was in the 1990s. I wasn't even born

then! That's when people got their movies from blockbuster video, Friends was still on air, and barely

anyone had a cellphone! Clearly, this legislation is in dire need of an update. We need to turn our focus to

the future to protect our forests.

We can protect our environment not only by protecting our forests but also by decreasing our dependence

on single-use plastic bags. Most of us pay little mind to the amount of single use plastic that we use but

unfortunately, our actions have caught up to us.The tax on disposable bags would combat climate change

and pollution and the prioritization of education and equity in this bill will serve as an asset to a variety of

groups in our community. Again, our location makes the actions of our county even more important:

plastic waste from Howard County can be washed into our watersheds, and eventually, the Chesapeake

Bay. By using sustainable alternatives to single-use bags, each and every one of us can take a step in

conserving our oceans and our planet.

We often talk about Howard County being a model for success, equity, and community. However, we

require a healthy environment to support these ideals. The people in our county deserve the opportunity to

fight for the issues that matter most to them. We deserve the opportunity to play outside and not live in

fear that our future children won't have the opportunity to do the same.

By committing to protecting our forests, replanting trees within the same watershed, raising the cost and

maximum deforestation limit for developers, and decreasing our dependence on single use plastic, we can

continue to sustain our thriving city and a safe, healthy community for ourselves, our families, and our

future.



Stop using plastic bags

Helto my name is Daksh Bahl.

I am here to say why we need to stop using plastic.

Plastic kills marine animals, ecosystems, and is hazardous to humans. Did
you know that 18.2 trillion pounds of plastic have been produced around
the world!?

The average human throws away 185 pounds of trash a year, globally
producing 320 million tons of plastic annually.

A recent report reveals that using plastic containers to store or heat food in
microwaves could pose a potential health risk to children. Thyroid function
which regulates energy in the body is altered by BPA.
BPA is a compound present in plastics and it causes type 2 diabetes,
impacts blood pressure, affects body weight and causes other ailments.
Early research suggests that SPA can harm the heart and arteries, leading
to troubles like abnormal heartbeat.

Plastic waste kills up to a million seabirds a year. When seabirds ingest
plastic it takes up space in their abdomen causing starvation. Many
seabirds are found dead with their stomachs full of waste.
Plastics in our oceans affects creatures large and small.

We need to stop using plastic in order to save our WORLD!!!!!!!

So this is why I am asking you to support CB64, Taxing plastic bags is one
way that we can start to make a difference. The money made can be used
to educate people about the harmful effects of single use plastics. It really
is just a habit change. If we educate people about the dangers of using too
much single use plastic, we will see that change. Please support CB64.
Our future depends on your support.



Good evening, my name is Grace Edmondson. I am 6 grade student at Patuxent Valley
Middle School. I come here tonight to offer my support for the bill that would have
Howard County residents pay a small fee for using plastic bags.

» Howard County has always been a leader within our state and is often looked to
for creativity and t'ailblazing ideas when dealing with complex problems. By
passing this law, Howard County could be an example to other counties in the
state and across the nation by leading the way in fighting against global wanning,
pollution and waste. Taking this first and important step could lead to other ideas
and opportunities in the goal to have a plastic-free world. Who knows? We could
even be a county that had numerous zero-waste stores.

• Percentage wise- a few people in this county are doing their part to reduce their
plastic habits. But a few people isn't enough. Simply having some people that
recycle, use reusable straws and bags isn't enough. We need more action by all
and the plastic bag fee would enact that change.

» I have heard that some think the fee would be too costly for som& residents.
Reusable bags are often given away for free at local events or from organizations
or they could be purchased for low prices at places like grocery stores or even the
dollar store. I know you might be thinking of the cost? The cost to me is my
future and the future of my little sister and the future of our planet. In my opinion,
the cost to not do anything is too high,

I thank you for listening to my thoughts and I implore you to cast your vote for not only
my future but also the future of all Howard County children.
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Sayers, Margery

From: Cheryl Arney <cheryfarney@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 10:43 PM
To: CounciiMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Cheryl Arney
Subject: Please Vote for CB64 which puts a fee on most plastic bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councii Member Walsh,

I live En your district and am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on piastic bags.

Every minute of every day, a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. This is a rapidly unfolding
environmental and health crisis.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will raise awareness in the community and
speed action on the plastic pollution crisis

This bill gives consumers a choice, as Et is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers' actions and the resulting harm to the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to
change behavior and reduce plastic pollution. This is the best first step to reducing plastic bag pollution.
Economic motivation is powerful.

You probably are aware of the many ways plastic bags harm our environment. One of the most poignant to me
is that wildlife unwittingly ingest plastic as it breaks into smaller pieces and are kiiied by it. How awfu! to see an
animal die from starvation because its stomach is filled with the plastic we've discarded!

And at a time when we must drastically cut our use of fossi! fuels to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, these
same substances are used to make plastic, which provides an additional market for that oil and gas. if we want
to reduce the extraction of oil and gas from the earth, we must aiso reduce demand for plastic.

Furthermore, plastic bags release methane as they break up. Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas which
causes dimate change.

We have no time to wait. The County Council has an opportunity to lead on this issue

I ask for your support of CB64, the bill that puts a fee on plastic bags. Let's make history and pass it.

Sincerely,
Cheryl Arney
4361 Wild FillyCt
EIIJcottMD 21042



Sayers, Margery

From: Betsy Singer <betsysing@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 10:09 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: League of Women Voters Support CB 64 plastic bag fee

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

The League of Women Voters Howard County supports CB64-2019, a biii that would place a five cent fee on plastic bags
in retail use.

The League has a long-standing position to support policies and legislation that promote informed decisions about sodd
waste management including incentives that encourage the reduction/ reuse and recycling of materials through
legislative mandates, tax incentives and pricing support among other techniques.
Plastic bag production contributes to production of greenhouse gas emissions and thus has an impact on worsening

climate change. In addition/ only a smaii percentage of plastic bags are ever recycled so the others contribute to plastic
pollution. Unfortunately/ the plastic bags remain in the environment forever/ breaking up into smaller and smaller
particles. These particles pollute our streams, rivers and oceans and wildlife, and sicken and kiil fish and other aquatic
life.

In 2012, Montgomery County Council implemented a fee of five cents for plastic bag use. As a result, the current
reusable bag rate in Montgomery has increased to 38.2%. According to a study done by the Sierra Club and Less Plastic
Please/ reusable bag use at supermarkets in Howard County is only 16.9%. It is time for Howard County to move to stop
the harmful use of plastic bags through a bag fee, demonstrated to cut the use of these polluting bags.
LWVHC also supports the creation of the Disposabie Plastics Reduction Fund to establish a program to provide reusable

bags to vulnerable individuals in the County and to make grants for water quality and water pollution education/
environmentai education programs in schools, stream ciean-ups and anti-littering campaigns.

Betsy Singer/ LWVHC Environment Chair
410-730-7740
443-812-2525 ceil



Sayers, Margery

From: Ellen Hartranft <hartranft.ellen@gmaEi.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 8:48 PM
To: CouncilMaEI; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Opei; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann,

David
Subject: Support for CB64-2019, a fee on plastic bags.

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member,

I am writing to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee on piastic bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck fu!t of
plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not oniy
address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can move

forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidab!e fee. it also makes the important link between
consumers' actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of ati, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Sincerely,

Ellen Hartranft
7460 Setting Sun Way
Columbia/ MD 21046



Sayers, Margery

From: Danyelle Berger <ironmatron@icloud.com>

Sent: Sunday, November 17,2019 6:16 PM
To: CounciiMail
Subject: CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

Good Evening -

f am writing to express my support of CB64-2019 regarding a 5-cent on plastic bags.

A 5-cent fee will encourage shoppers to use multi-use bags and to re-use paper bags. This fee is very small but will have

a large impact.

Thank-you

Danyeile Berger

Town Center/ Columbia



Sayers, Margery

From: Katherine Berland <berlandk@gmaii.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 5:51 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: Support plastic bag fee

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

Dear County Council,

I am writing En support of CB64, which would impose a 5-cent fee on plastic bags at certain retailers. Similar fees have

been put in place En other localities, and it has changed consumer behavior, significantiy reducing singie-use plastic bags.
I strongly support this bili, and urge you to vote in favor of it.

Respectfully,
Katherine Berland
District 4

Sent from my iPhone " Free pass on spelling and typos



Sayers, Margery

From: David Wood <drwoodjr@verizon.net>

Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 5:31 PM
To: CouncilMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Ope!; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann,

David
Subject: CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member/

! am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck
full of plastic enters our waterways It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our eyes. CB64-2019 will not
oniy address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can move
forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important iink between
consumers' actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

David R. Wood

6417 Autumn Gold Court

Coiumbia, MD 21045



Sayers, Margery

From: Janet Romsaas <janetromsaas@hotmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 5:11 PM
To: CouncliMail
Subject: Less Plastic please!

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy cfick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Helio - As a former Montgomery County resident/1 saw how Just a 5 cent fee for using a plastic bag helped me

remember my reusable bags each time I visited a store. It s an easy way to help citizens reduce their use of

plastics. Please enact a fee for using plastic bags in Howard County! Thank you. Janet Romsaas 11236

BarnsleyWay, MamottsviHe



Sayers, Margery

From: ritiwood@verizon.net

Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 4:34 PM
To: CouncilMail; Walsh, E!izabeth; Jones, Opel; Rigby, Christiana; Jung/ Deb; Yungmann,

David
Subject: Support of CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Piease only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019, a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck
fuli of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our eyes. CB64-2019 will

not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. it also makes the important link between
consumers' actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Sincerely,

Rita Wood
6417 Autumn GoidCt

Columbia/MD 21045



Sayers, Mar9ery

From: Joel hurewitz <Joelhurewitz@gmait.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2019 4:39 AM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: CB64-2019 Disposable Bag Fees

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender,]

Dear Council,

I had previously discussed with some members of the Council my concern regarding Section 2 of CB64-2019.1 do not
feel that "enforcement of this Act shall begin on July 1, 2020" means the same as stating that the fee shall begin to be
collected on July 1,2020. It impiies that the fee is due 61 days after enactment, but just that the Finance Director will not
be enforcing this provision. Such an ambiguity could result In some stores charging the fee months prior to Juiy I/ 2020.

This could cause to upset many shoppers who wi!! have been charged prior to July 1. The lead time of the bilf is as much
for the shoppers to remember to bring a reusable bag as it Is for the stores to adjust their cash register systems.

I recognize that generally the Charter requires a 2/3 vote to have an effective date later than 61 days. Regardless, there
are elements of the bill that should go into effect sooner/ in particular/ the signage and notice to the stores.

i suggest that Section 2 be stricken and that "Beginning July 1, 2020" be inserted in Line 25, Page 1.

I also suggest that Section 20.1307 Studies & Reports be amended to provide that the Environmental Sustainability
Board be tasked with induding in their annual report an analysis of the bag fee and the Disposable Plastics Reduction
Fund by adding it to the Board's duties in Section 6.600(i).

Thank you for your support for reducing single-use plastics.

Sincerely/

Joei Hurewitz



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 4:34 PM
To: Sayers/ Margery

Subject: FW: CB64, a ban on plastic bags

From: Alyssa Mcguigan <alyssastar04@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday/ November 5, 2019 5:08 PM
To: Jones/ Opel <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB64/ a ban on plastic bags

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,
i am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

The plastic bag that has your food and groceries in it, has a lifespan of 30 minutes. You get food, you put the
food in your fridge, and then discard the bag.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of piastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and
health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wii! also bring increased awareness to the
community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. !t also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of a!!, fees have been proven to
work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in fandfiils where
they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and
water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes poliutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags aiso pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.
Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.
Finally, producing plastic bags requires mjiijons of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating. Fossil fuels we will need.

10



This bill has been pushed for 9 times and will continue to be pushed for if we do not take a stand. This bi!t will
aiiow the public to finally pay attention to the disastrous effects of plastic.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-iifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others wili follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

11



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 4:33 PM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: CB64 bill support

"-—Original Message-—

From: Anna Boyd <annaboyd2001@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday/ November 5/ 2019 7:50 PM

To: Jones/ Opel <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB64 bill support

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the

sender.1

Dear Dr. Jones/

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways, ft is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing piastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. (t also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradabie. They clog waterways, spoi! the landscape/ and end up in iandfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.
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The County Council board has this once-in-a-iifetinne opportunity. Let's be that leadership others will follow. let's make

history.

Thank you for your support on CB64,
Anna Boyd
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Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 4:29 PM
To; Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Bill 64-2019

-—Original Message—"

From: Robert Gladding <rwgladding@gmali.com>
Sent: Monday/ November II/ 2019 5:15 PM
To: Jones, Opei <ojones@howardcountvmd.gov>

Subject: Bill 64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

Councilman Jones/

I want to thank you for sponsoring the bag bill and for your continued support as it moves through the upcoming
hearings. As a 27 year resident/ retired school teacher and active member of the Howard Conservancy, I am pleased to

see we are in the iead on reducing trash and the consumption of single use plastics, it's great to see how a piece of

legisaltion with grass roots beginnings may come to pass/ helping current and future generations of Howard County
residents. If there is any thing you need other than a voice and the Conservancy's efforts to educate to help get this bill
passed, let me know. Thanks again

Bob Gladding
Ellen Frishberg
8605 LEttlefield Ct. EC 21043
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Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 3:07 PM

To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Please support CB64

From: Janine Pollack <jnp404@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday/ November 14, 2019 7:37 PM
To: Jones, Ope! <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Cc: Walsh, Elizabeth <ewalsh@howardcountymd.gov>; REgby, ChristJana <crEgby@howardcountymd.gov>; Jung/ Deb
<djung@howardcountymd.gov>; Yungmann/ David <dyungmann@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: Please support CB64

;Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councilman Jones,

I am writing today to ask that you please support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day

a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis

unfolding before our eyes. Fees have been proven to work to reduce plastic pollution and give

consumers a choice. CB64 will help address the crisis by reducing plastic, and will also bring

increased awareness to the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic

pollution. I have personally participated in several stream clean-ups in Howard County

and plastic bags are by far the most prolific item we remove. Howard County has proven itself

to be a leader in environmental stewardship - please help strengthen this important distinction

by supporting CB64.

Sincerely,

Janine Pollack

6401 Saddle Drive
Columbia, MD
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Sayers, Margery

From: Facchine, Felix

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 10:49 AM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Signature from District 3
Attachments: District 3 contpdf; District 3.pdf

Hi Margery,

We received this petition in support of CB64-2019. Should it be considered public testimony? Thank you!

Felix Facchine
District Aide, Districts
Pronouns: he/him/his

CouncElwoman Christiana Rigby
Howard County Councii
3430 Court House Drive, EllEcott City, MD 21043

ffacchEne@howardcountymd.goy
0:410.313.3108

Sign up for our newsletter!

From: alisaseils@c21redwood.com <alisaseiis@c21redwood.com>

Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 9:14 AM
To: Rigby/ Christiana <crigby@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Signature from District 3

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only dick on iinks or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councilwoman Rigby,

Attached are signatures for a petition to support: CB 64 from your constituents

Regards,

Alisa Niefefd'Batiz
Cell: 410-215-0047
alisasells@c21redwood.com
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Î̂̂

l^J

I.I

Is^

I.

^Q
^

^

^
'•^
<AJ

s

5

1^
cl

^

1^'

I
^
s

(A)

t
?

Q̂/

I

^̂
\>
vT

1°-

li

c?'

Ĉi
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Sayers, Margery

From: Pam Perna <pjperna@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 4:03 PM
To: CounciiMail
Subject Support for County Councils Bil!s CB-62 and CB-64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.]

To the members of the Howard County Council:

We are writing to express our support for two bills currently before the Council: CB-62 - Updating the Howard County
Forest Conservation Act to Address Howard County Non-Compliance of the Maryland Forestation Act; and CB-64 - Plastic
Bag Fee for retail stores,

As one of the wealthiest counties In the nation, Howard County should be leading the way in initiatives to protect our
environment/ not only for ourselves but for future generations. The passage of these two bills would be good steps in
that direction.

Regarding CB-62: We are both life-long Howard County residents who have witnessed many changes here throughout
the years, but none has concerned us as much as the loss of forest and open space that has occurred as development

has expioded En ail areas of the county/ inciuding the no-longer-rural west which we call home. Deforestation is a major
factor in climate change/ whose impact can be lessened by the preservation of the forests we already have and the re-

planting of trees wherever possible. We were disturbed to learn that Howard is currently in non-compliance with the
Maryland Forestation Act and hope that you will help remedy this situation by passing this bill.

Regarding CB-64: We wholeheartedly support this measure. We were early adopters of reusable shopping bags and have

found it to be a relatively easy way to reduce our single use plastic consumption. We continue to adopt new strategies
where practical to further reduce our use of plastics, which/ as you know, are with us forever. We believe that charging a

fee for single use plastic bags will greatly reduce their consumption county-wide, and that can only be 3 good thing.

Thank you for your consideration - piease vote Yes on Bills CB-62 and CB-64.

Sincerely,

Mike & Pam Perna
15074 Bushy Park Road
WoodbineMD 21797



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent Thursday/ November 14, 2019 11:16 AM

To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: CB64

From: Beck Wells <beck.welis@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 4:02 PM
To: Jones/ Ope! <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB64

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Piease only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member Opel Jones,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bii! gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

This fee is an essential first step in combating the detrimental effects that plastic bags have on the
environment, especially the Chesapeake bay. As people begin to choose paper and reusable bags
over plastic, it will help to reduce the grip that plastic bags currently have on Maryland consumerism.

! am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a compieteiy avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:



Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills
where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to
pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for
food. Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for
transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others wili follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

effects
Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoii the landscape, and end up in landfills
where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to
pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for
food. Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for
transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others will follow. Let's make history,

Thank you for your support on CB64.
Beck Wells
Howard Highschool Environmental Club





Sayers, Margery

From: LINDA Wengel <iwengel@msn.com>

Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 9:25 AM
To: CoundlMail
Subject: CB 64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the

sender.1

! have two questions about the disposable bag fee which I don't see considered in the text of the bif!:
1. Will the fee be included in purchases made with food stamps?
2. Will people using supermarket delivery services such as Peapod and Instacart be charged for disposable bags/ when
they do not have the option of providing reusable bags? The stores tend to use an excessive number of bags.

Also/ based on research I have seen/ fees do not reduce the use of pfastic bags appreciably. i wish you woufd give
consideration to a ban.

Thank you for addressing these issues.

Linda Wengel
Town Center, Columbia



Sayers, Margery

From: Marisa McCurdy <marisahiggins@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 10:50 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: Support for C8 64

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Howard County Counci! Members,

I write to express my support for CB64/ the fee on plastic bags in Howard County. Our society needs to do

whatever we can to reduce our reliance on plastic and this fee is an important first step in starting to remove

plastic from our environment and spreading awareness of the harmful effects ofsingle-use plastics. The

evidence in surrounding jurisdictions is clear that such a fee works on a multitude of levels. In the County

where I grew up (Suffolk County in New York)/ the plastic bag fees were imposed years ago and have had a
positive effect on and In the community. Even folks who complained initially about the fee have decreased

their reliance on disposable/ single-use bags and carry reusable bags with them. Howard County should have

passed this law years ago but anything we can do today to fight ciimate change and the pollution of our
environment must be fully embraced.

Sincerely/

Marisa McCurdy
6802 Norris Lane
Elkridge/MD 21075



Sayers, Margery

From: Van Wensil <farmvan@gmail.com>

Sent Wednesday, November 13, 2019 8:39 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

! support paying for a petroleum based product that I may choose to use.



Sayers, Margery

From: Burnet Chalmers <BChalmers@MIL8YCO.COM>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13/ 2019 8:00 PM
To: CounciiMail
Subject: U support CB 64

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

support CB 64.

BurnetChalmers
6560 Befmont Woods Road
Elkridge/MD 22975-5201

Sent from my IPhone



Sayers, Margery

From: mary nichols <marynichols18@icloud.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 6:03 PM
To: CoundiMail
Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.]

Piease support C864. California did this years ago and with proper notification of the new law to shoppers they adapted
well.

We are smart and can do it too i!

"There Es nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so."
WHHam Shakespeare



Sayers, Margery

From: Heather Ordonez <heatherl.ordonez@gmaii.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 5:00 PM
To: Waish, Elizabeth
Cc: CouncilMail
Subject: Support for Counci! Bill 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

HeiloMs.Walsh/

Im writing you to show my support for Council Bill 64. We are woefully and embarrassingiy behind the times

regarding plastic bag use in stores. I will share some stories:

• In 2001! began a new position which required regular travel to Germany. At that time/ plastic bags were .10

pfenning.
• In 2002,i brought my own plastic bags (from a previous grocery trip) to the Safeway in Ellicott City. The cashier

asked if I liked the blue bags instead.

• In 2015,1 shopped in Montgomery County for the first time and was pleasantly surprised they had already
started the plastic bag fee.

• In 2016,! was shopping at Target in Kona/ Hawaii and was told there are no plastic bags in the entire state.

Howard County needs to be a role model and the naysayers are there just to complain. They will complain

about anything and everything and their points are insignificant.

I support Council Bill 64.

Thank you!

Heather Ordonez

West Elkridge
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Sayers, Margery

From: Parker, Barbara J (bjp8c) <bjp8c@virginia.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 4:14 PM
To: CounciJMail

Subject: single use plastics

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Please support the bill to charge for single use plastic bags. It is not difficult to reuse cloth bags.
Barbara Parker

11



Sayers, Margery

l:ronr Jones, Opel

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 3:54 PM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: CB64

From: Sam Seliger <sseliger25@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:41 PM

To: Jones/ Opel <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization, Piease oniy click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councii member Jones/

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmentai and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic poilution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a compietely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable, They clog waterways/ spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Triilions of bags are produced yearly worldwide/ with only 1% being recycled.

Finally/ producing plastic bags requires miilions of gallons of petroleum that couid be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that.

12



leadership others will follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely/

Sam Seliger
5371 Five Fingers Way
Columbia, MD

13



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 3:54 PM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: CB64

From: Alyssa Mcguigan <alyssastar04@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:45 PM
To: Jones, Opei <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags.

Every minuteof every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 wi!i not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wiii also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. St also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Plastic bags are NOT biodegradable.
They clog waterways.

Spoil the landscape
End up in landfills where they may take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to

pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die

each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

TrEiiions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally/ producing plastic bags requires mJUions of gaHons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

14



We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that

leadership others will follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

15



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent Wednesday, November 13, 2019 3:53 PM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Urgent email from a high school kid

From: Darrren Dong <darrrendong@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:45 PM

To: Jones, Opel <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: Urgent email from a high schooi kid

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organizatfon. Please only c!Eck on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member,

am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfoiding before
our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can move
forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bili gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link between consumers actions and
the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of al!, fees have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic
poilution.

ADD PERSONAL POINTS

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in iandfills where they may take 1,000 years
or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die each year after
swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-iifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others wili follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

16



Sayers, Margery

From: Jones, Opel

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 3:52 PM

To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: CB64 Bill

From: Manisha V <manishavijay2001@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:46 PM

To: Jones/ Opel <ojones@howardcountymd.gov>

Subject: CB64 Biil

;Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on Sinks or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Opel Jones,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It a!so makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

At school, I often see plastic bags littered around the school and on the ground outside, especially because the schoo! is
near convenience stores, grocery stores, and restaurants that use plastic bags. If we put a fee on plastic bags/ this can

reduce the amount of piastic pollution in my area.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Pfastic bags are not bEodegradabie. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in landfiils where they may

take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Piastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags,

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally/ producing plastic bags requires millions of gal!ons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.
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We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others will follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely/

ManishaVEjay

Catch ya iater,
Manisha :P

18



Sayers, Margery

From: Lily Wilson <liiypad623@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:50 PM
To: CouncilMail

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

^•,;f ! iil'ISf j! ni.'ill'!;'!

I ,;i i i '"'s I i !] s;^ i';; n;\/ ill ,;',!> i i !.;i ••,'1 H ' '.in m' u i i I i! >", ; ;; " • i 'f ;,':.!' i !( i ' ••;'/,.

! *-/; 'j " nil; iui; • ! ii : "••".'\ \'' i i. ••••••' . ' ",;f N.:". • i i Ui !< h ti! (>! ! '?. .'.I i; ,'iSl;'l '. I U I, ^.'.'.•i . •I •..'.:'./' \i I', ,:i; ;'!p'i; ; I! :f I i; •i ii,;i ;! i!i I); ,:|jii • jj >[1

( ii i;( ij( ,;j ;:• i i";; n " i l! '( ; \'l • ,

i ',:;)'; ',.\/j|j ! ](ii ('HiV ,;f S, h '",' i i is'. ' ; ;'.i' 1 >'',' ! . 'i l!i' ill;- ' i I." ill . ; 'i Sl N \-'iil .:!'.' ) liS >1 "'. :i H • I ' ;'.;'(! .i^.-' ;1 I •i 1- ".'. i ' I i ; i. •'• •; I ! > !S H1 li . I; '•.'

'.I I '.'.';' 1 ,:] ! j ill )^/; ' ii if '•'.',; I ( 1 '•ill1 i iil i i i ! I! ' i 1( i" I i; 1 I it. i'.l jt ! !( >i!;li !< I'!.

lii', hill "S\'. ", i ( !j i',i !n|; •j '. ,: i I r ,'ii ; • ,;•- ii !'i ,; i 111 ip •'!• i, 'y . ;'/i i|{..;: iii' i. •:'. |i .;l'.i i ' i;,;:;.' , i I s; i-n: i^i;. ini iii ',\: Si;'i\.'; •; •i i

I ' !i S'.ilj I i;'i '> <'•< i l.' '• i > .;1!< ; i i i- ' N i IS) !i ''• ! i i; 'ii .;' I If 'i I . I 1. ;'••'; ' ; 'I 1 I ; 1. ' •' •M''fi: ' Hil S i 'ill. I•i ' .1 ' si ,;i!, i- '; ' . i !.'''•'-' ' •• "•'; 1 ! I; I i'li'1 ! i '. l '"'i 11 1.' Ill

1 ii,n \i". • h; -u ;'/i; is .is !; ; ! ; •i h !' - • j ;l,;-,i " I l; '111 i! i( )s !

! t|.:-,i i< ! i,;'". ii i i ),;i I [( i il,:; S 1. ;'/i • ; i>|^i !;• ;i ; m 11. "•i. 11'"'-' 'I'li'.-i i ,. ; >S. i',i i; n."". .;; ;• i n ii i t[(.! n';.[ .i! i,:i )!;•, i ii; •-/ i if," '.'.',: i. •; '..'',;\/'

'.[ Id! U t; S.'i li ;',; . •}!; '; .!!'(! ; i"'t l 1; I il i I. 'iK Sijli , '.'in | ; i : i; "/ ; n. iy 1,;!:;' !,(){)!! />', ij \ i n \\\: ,,:• i i ' i is i '.;k l il ! ill ! i ! - '•''. •! I ! toll;'I

! ;,;l ; K i;", i h. ; i ( ( !' i! 11 il I;- i ( i ill ; i|i ). ;' i hi ',1 'H , ^ u : ^'..: ;'i t;Si;' i [I I J.;;". ' 'llli !i |i i; i ; > ( .'1; '.:' , ' i\'|; •i E I.; I I. • , ' ; x )•,.';'( j i !! ;;f ; •; 'i l! s; H >','

! ;1. i'.^( li.;: ". ,;i- ( ) ! ). 1',; • . , ,:'i ii )i ;• ; ;. .S'"l i U .' i li! I '•'. if i1 S 1 i |,;f III; • ; ; !.I! Hi I l.:i . ; j 1 ;; l i: ; i'i i ! j •!•,[ , ;; , • i j ,, •i :i E< If S' )()( ; i i |UI i'.-lji i-

;\!1 j i '/:-,:! :J i ; '! •.'•.'.''. '|i( >' 111. I" ( ;1 i i :1 i'.;! 1:- ;'j 1 I i;' ' <:| i ;; 1 . !;!,;',!;• . 1,;;" . I i. liih U !' ' H ! 1.:;1. . . .! ;' I ;i ' 'I!l I I : '' i V; ',;| I'-.' '-•-;; • I 11 S^.'ii .: ', '::•

i ".•:, , i; n !" i > •( \;i i; •• i

Ml S-il'/. iil ('1 K'i if >" ! '1. ;'•• i' i Ji;;' . i ;'i •i lil : " i ! Hih' H ]'. ' U •'. '1:111 r. a i! f i:•! i; ii; •i i(i i i i !.l I i i r li' a '• j: i r.; ; i ;( )! h.^ll -l); '( i ! i i' !1 ! 1 'I i i'

'''/' ' I it) ! It I ! ilr*/;' s il ! i; ' I ' ' ' '.' ^ I !

a. 1 i i k ''./( '1 l ' l 'i \'( if 11 '.Ml 'I !J ! l ' '• ! I ! i !',;.'!

19



Sayers, Margery

From: Manisha V <manishavijay2001@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:44 PM
To: CouncilMail;Waish, Elizabeth
Subject: CB64 Bill

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Liz Walsh,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuil of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidab!e fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

At school/1 often see plastic bags littered around the school and on the ground outside/ especially because the school is

near convenience stores/ grocery stores/ and restaurants that use plastic bags. If we put a fee on piastic bags, this can

reduce the amount of plastic pollution in my area.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways/ spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to poiiute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectty.

Piastic bags aiso pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die

each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires miilions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-iifetime opportunity. Let's be that

leadership others will follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

20



Sincerely,

ManishaVijay

Catch ya iater,
Manisha :P
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Sayers, Margery

From: W-^ <expo26935188@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:44 PM
To: CounciiMail

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on Sinks or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. !t is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 wiil not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of al!, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

ADD PERSONAL POINTS

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape/ and end up in landfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide/ with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait,

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that

leadership others wiil foliow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.
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Sayers, Margery

From: Rishabh Banga <rishabhbanga@gmaii.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:39 PM
To: CouncilMail

Subject: Hey daddy

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know fche sender.]

Dear Daddy Walsh/

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuli of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic poHution.

ADD PERSONAL POINTS

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up En landfills where they may
take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Piastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags afso pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Triliions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finaily/ producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-iifetime opportunity. Let's be that

leadership others wiH follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64
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Sayers, Margery

From: Jenny Chen <xixxjc@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 2:39 PM
To: Counci!MaH;Jung, Deb
Subject: Support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the

sender.1

Good afternoon Ms. Jung,

am writing to you today to support CB64, a fee on piastic bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastics
enter our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfoiding before our eyes. CB64 will not only address this
crisis by reducing plastic use, but it wiil also bring increase awareness within the community on the impact of plastic use.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. it also makes the important link between

consumers and their actions. These fees have proven to work in several instances such as in Montgomery county/ where

a 5 cent fee on single-use plastic has reduced plastic use by 42%. This is not only a fight for a cleaner environment/ but a

fight for a world that our children can be proud and able to iive in.

Thank you
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Sayers, Margery

From: kim hurst <kjmhurst@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 11:33 AM
To: Jones, Opel; CoundiMaEl
Subject: Support of CB64

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Good afternoon Councilman,

am writing to you En support of CB64, allowing a 5 cent fee on single use plastic bags. This is a small measure that can have

significant impact on our environment and wildlife.

According to Ocean Crusaders, "Shoppers worldwide are using approximately 500 billion single-use plastic
bags per year. This translates to about a miiHon bags every minute across the globe, or 150 bags a year for every
person on earth. And the number is rising.... Approximately 1 million sea birds also die from plastic."

Howard County is way behind In passing this type of legislation. We can't be passive anymore.

Please support CB64!

Sincerely,

Kimberiy Hurst
5904 Northern Court
Elkridge, MD
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Sayers, Margery

From: Boyd, Moiiie Marie <mmb9932@uncw.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 10:24 AM
To: Waish, Elizabeth
Cc: CouncilMail
Subject: Single use plastics bili CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if

you know the sender.]

hope this email finds you well,

support the plastic bag fee, and support CB64! ! would eventually love to see a ban on single use plastic in

the future.

Thank you

Mollie Boycf

Get Outlook for IDS
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From: Angela Reninger <angeiaschuett2001@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 5:19 AM
To: CouncHMail; Jones, Ope!
Subject: Re: CB64

Attachments: duck_and_bag,jpeg

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

On Wednesday, November 13, 2019, 05:19:05 AM EST, Angela Reninger <angeiaschuett2001@yahoo.com> wrote:

Dear Ms. Jones,

I am writing to support CB64. I live in Howard County and work in Baltimore, Every day on my commute I see plastic
bags flying along the roadways, tangled in bushes, and floating in the rivers. Yesterday I took the attached picture of a
bag floating in the Chesapeake. While plastic bags are cheap to manufacture, the distributors are not bearing the costs of
cleanup, which are significant. In economics terms, this is an externality - a cost that accrues to someone who didn't
choose to bear that cost. Only government can step in and fix externalities. I think the bag fee in CB64 is an excellent
way to start to tackle this problem to both reduce the amount of plastic we are using and better fund cleanup.

Thank you,
Angela RenEnger
9618CoronetCt
Laurel, MD 20723





Sayers, Margery

From: Megan Johnson <megan.johnson0219@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 10:52 AM
To: CouncilMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Opel; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann,

David
Subject: Testimony in favor of CB-64
Attachments: CB64^TestimonyinFavor_MeganJohnson.pdf

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Good Morning/

You will find my testimony in favor of CB-64 attached. Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony and
considering the importance of this bil! for our community.

Best Regards/

MeganJohnson
9457 Greco Garth
Columbia, MD 21045



Howard County Council Meeting Testimony
CB-64 2019

MeganJohnson

9457 Greco Garth/ Columbia

11/7/2019

To the Howard County Council;

My name is Megan Johnson. I have been a nearly lifelong resident of Howard County. I grew up in

Ellicott City and attended Howard High School. After attending the University of Maryland/ College Park,
and living in the surrounding areas, my husband and 1 ultimately decided to purchase a home in

Columbia almost three years ago. Overall, we are very happy with our decision to move to

Coiumbia/Howard County. Of course, there is always progress to be made to improve our community,

particularly in regards to environmental practices and iegislation. This is why I wanted to reach out in

favor of the "Plastic Bag Bill" CB-64. Below are my personal reasons for supporting this legislation and

my refutation of some common talking points against plastic bag fees/bans on behalf of the local groups
Less Plastic Please and Our Revolution Howard County.

There are countiess reasons that the CB-64 legislation was put forward including the on-going climate

crisis/ our over-reliance on fossil fuels (including natural gas), health issues surrounding the use of

plastic, and the overuse of single-use plastic. As an environmentally-conscious resident/ all of these

factors have come to a head as! am expecting my first chiid any day now. Bringing new life into this
worSd has solidified my need to fight for my community so i can be sure that I did everything that I could
to leave the planet a better place than I found it. CB-64 is just one step of many that we will need to take

as a community to ensure that this is the case,

Coiiectively, we have allowed the ease and convenience of single-use plastics to lure us into a

complacency that is changing our world, rarely for the better. A smal! fee on single-use plastic bags will

provide the encouragement that residents need to make the right decision for themselves/ our

community/ and our planet. Those that cannot be convinced to bring their own bag wii! then contribute

to environmental programs with the bag fee. Even if consumers don't see the price of a plastic bag on

their receipt now, we should all know that there is no free bag.

With the rest of my testimony t wouid like to address a few common talking points that are brought up
against the reduction or elimination of plastic bags in favor of reusable bags. Although paper bags may

still be an option for residents, I am focusing on the comparison ofsjngle-use plastic and reusable bags

as the widespread use of reusable bags is the ultimate goa! of the legislation.

First, many detractors will cite the lower footprint of a single-use plastic bag vs. a reusable bag. For

example, one source states that a reusable bag must be used no less than 3.32 times before having a

"greener" environmental impact than a plastic grocery bag.

Of course/the 132 number is dependent on the material of the bag. Intact, according to a 2018 Danish

study' the Polyprolene reusable bag most commonly sold in grocery stores needs to be used just 37



times to reach equilibrium with a single-use plastic bag. It almost seems obvious and even obtuse to say

that a more durabie bag would need to be used more often than something created to last mere

minutes-that is the exact intent of a reusable bag.

That said/132 times might seem like a scary number. However, if you do the math, it's not unreasonable

or unachievable. For example/ if you bring a reusable bag to the store every week for grocery shopping/

in just over 2 years you will have reached an equilibrium. But, the best part about reusable bags/ you can

keep using them. My husband and I have used the same four bags for the last four years eliminating the

use of approximately 2,500 plastic bags (4 reusable bags x 3 plastic bags x 52 weeks x 4 years = 2,496
bags). This also does not consider all of the other shopping trips that can be made greener by bringing
reusable bags/ and other uses such as a replacement for moving boxes!

Another common talking point considers that most reusable bags are made in China and Vietnam,

therefore, it takes more energy to transport a reusable bag than ft does to transport a bag made in the

United States. Similarly, reusable bags are made from heavier and thicker plastic or cotton which

requires more energy to produce.

This idea is based on the assumption/ like above, that reusable bags will not be used multiple times, as is

their intended purpose. A one-to-one comparison is not realistic or fair when reusable bags are explicitly

designed to be used over and over again, fs the footprint of one reusable bag realistically larger than

that of the thousands of single-use plastic bags that it can replace?

In this way, when you factor in the large number ofsingle-use plastic bags and their production and

transportation costs this point becomes moot Additionally, if there is an increased demand for U.S.

sourced reusable bags then this further becomes a non-issue. A quick Google search netted multiple

U.S.-based (and in some cases union-produced) reusable bags which shows that there is a market here

in the states. The switch to a reusable bag could be good for the American people by boosting our

economy in addition to improving our health and environment.

You can even take it a step further and use a bag made of recycled materials. The locai group Less Plastic

Please has donated hundreds of reusable bags to the community sewn from donated T-shirts. This

shows that when you don't take a myopic and pessimistic view of the situation, there is plenty of

opportunity to use creative soiutions to address a seemingly overwhelming problem and turn a lose-lose

situation into a win-win.

Last, Fd like to address the idea that reusable bags aren't recyciable, and reusable bag giveaways are

environmentally costly when unwanted bags end up in the dumpster/ often after one use.

Some reusable bags may not be recyclabie at this time or in existing local facilities/ this is true for many

piastic-based materials, cotton being an important exception. However/ the implicit assumption here is

that single-use plastic bags are better because they can be and are recycled. In fact/ "According to Waste

Management/ only 1 percent of single-use plastic bags are returned for recycling. That means that the

average family only recydes 15 bags a year; the rest end up in landfills or as litter.""

We need to stop kidding ourselves that these bags are recycled and further that recycling is superior to

reduction of the waste source in the first place. A reusable bag focuses on the first "R - Reduce" rather

than the last "R - Recycle" and this is where we need to move as a county.



Furthermore, most singie-use plastic bags aren't even good for the second "R - Reuse" because they are

so thin and cheaply made. A common reuse of the plastic bag is to pick up animal waste/ but as a cat

owner I have time and time again had issues with holes in reused plastic bags that defeat the entire
purpose. Instead, money saved by not paying the avoidable plastic bag fee can be used on

biodegradable non-plastic bag alternatives found in grocery stores today which are better designed to

remove pet waste. In this day and age there is almost always a green alternative that consumers can

turn to. With CB-64 we will be encouraging this greener behavior, one shopping trip at a time.

Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. I hope you consider the overall goal of CB-64 and/

like me/ see it as a step in the right direction of a long path that we have to walk together as a

community. We will not fix our plastic problem which has been brewing for over 50 years overnight/

with one bill. We can use CB-64 as a jumping off point to change the behavior of shoppers and a

means of educating them on the myriad of actions that can be taken to ensure we have a healthy,

clean environment for our future generations. Let s try to get this legislation in the bag I

Best Regards,

MeganJohnson

lhttps://www2.mst.dk/Udgiv/publications/2018/02/978-87-93614-73-4,pdf
l!https://www.biologicaldivers!ty.org/programs/popuiation_and_sustainability/sustainab!iity/p!astic_bag_facts.ht
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Sayers, Margery

From: Al <alhersey@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 8:47 AM

To: CouncUMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Opel; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann,
David

Subject: CB64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

Dear Council Member,

1 am writing today to ask that you support CB64-2019/ a fee on plastic bags. Every minute of every day a garbage truck
fuil of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis unfolding before our eyes. CB64-2019 will

not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but Et will also bring increased awareness to the community so we can
move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers' actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Name: _Al Hersey^
Address: 9462 Farewe!! Rd. Colombia/ MD.21045_

Sent from my iPad



Sayers, Margery

From: Ji!! Morton <jill.morton45@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 1:57 PM
To: CounciiMaii
Subject Support for the 5"cent fee on piastic bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Piease only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.1

I am writing in support of a 5-centfee on plastic bags. We spend part of our time in California/where it is standard
practice to pay for bags/ as wel! as throughout Europe/ and it is easy to take shopping bags with you " it becomes a habit.
I see so many plastic bags blowing around by the side of the road and stuck in trees, and feel a 5-cent charge would
encourage people to hold onto them and reuse them.

Yours,

Jill Morton
West Friendship



Sayers, Margery

From: Gene Major <grmajor@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 10:16AM
To: Yungmann, David; CouncilMail
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 ~ Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. which will impose a fee of five cents on disposable
plastic bags.
CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so

we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution,
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link between

consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce p!astic pollution.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuli of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis

unfolding before our eyes. Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways/ spoil the landscape, and end up
in landfills where they may take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the
soil and water. Plastic bags aiso pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.
Thousands die each year after swaHowing or choking on discarded plastic bags. Producing plastic bags requires millions
of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Gene R. Major

gcmaior@gm_ail_.op_rn

Columbia, MD 21044



Sayers, Margery

From: Gene Major <grmajor@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 10:15 AM
To: Jung, Deb; CoundlMail
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 " Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member/

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. which wiil impose a fee of five cents on disposable

plastic bags.
CB64 wiil not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of ail, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Every minute of everyday a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes. Plastic bags are not biodegradabie. They dog waterways/ spoil the landscape/ and end up

in landfills where they may take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the
soi! and water. Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.
Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags. Producing plastic bags requires miiHons
of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Gene R. Major
grmajor@gmaii.com

Columbia, MD 21044



Sayers, Margery

From: Gene Major <grmajor@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 10:15 AM
To: Rigby, Christiana; CouncilMail
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 - Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. which wiil impose a fee of five cents on disposable
plastic bags.
CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bit! gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. it also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuii of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes. Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up
in landfills where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the
soil and water. Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.
Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags. Producing plastic bags requires millions
of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Gene R. Major

Rrmalor@gmail.com
Columbia/ MD 21044



Sayers, Margery

From: Gene Major <grmajor@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 10:14 AM
To: Jones, Opel; CouncilMai!
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 ~- Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. which wit! impose a fee of five cents on disposable
plastic bags.
CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing piastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic poiiution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes. Piastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoi! the landscape, and end up
in landfills where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the
soil and water. Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.

Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags. Producing plastic bags requires miliions
of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely/

Gene R. Major

grmalQr@fimaiJ,com
Columbia, M D 21044



Sayers, Margery

From: Gene Major <grmajor@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, November 11, 2019 10:13 AM
To: Walsh, Elizabeth; CouncilMai!
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 - Establish a Fee on Disposabie Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on Jinks or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member,

! am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. which will impose a fee of five cents on disposable
plastic bags.
CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing piastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes. Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the Sandscape, and end up
in landfills where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the
soif and water. Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.

Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags. Producing plastic bags requires millions
of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating,

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely/

Gene R. Major

grmaior@Rmail.corr!

Columbia/MD 21044



Sayers, Margery

From: cath s <swimaty@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 7:53 PM
To: Yungmann, David

Cc: CouncHMail
Subject: CB64" Less plastic please bag bi!l

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please onty click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councli members/

I am writing today to ask you to support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags. Fees have been proven to work to reduce plastic
pollution. By reducing plastic we will turn the tide on plastic pollution and bring increased awareness to the
community. No one really wants to destroy the environment - give people motivation to use all those reusable bags we

have.

The plastic industry is fighting this bill. Please don't let Howard County voters down/

Cathy Stogel

2581 Liter Dr.

Ellicott City



Sayers, Margery

From: paul.baicich <paul.baicich@verizon.net>

Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2019 3:13 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: Testify: CB64, 18 Nov, in favor
Attachments: Testify CB64.pdf

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Piease see the form attached...

Best,

Paul J. Baicich

410-992-9736 (home/office)
443-745-5179 (ceil)



Sayers, Margery

From: David Sanders <drsanders1@verizon.net>

Sent: Thursday, November/, 2019 7:42 PM
To: Jones, Ope!

Cc: CouncilMaEI; Ball, Calvin
Subject: CB 64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councilman Jones,
As a concerned constituent, I urge you to support CB 64, to impose a fee on piastlc bags. There has been a
similar fee in place in other local Jurisdictions which I have encountered, it makes me think twice when asked if
want a bag for my purchase. Frequently, I decline to take a plastic bag because i realize that it's not

absolutely needed. It's this type if behavioral change that such a fee is meant to encourage. It is imperative
that we reduce our dependence on plastic to avoid drowning our planet in plastic.

With ail due respect,
David Sanders
5964 Avalon Drive
Elkridge

Sent from Yahoo Mai! on Android



Sayers, Margery

From: Anna Boyd <annaboyd2001@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 7:47 PM
To: CounciiMail
Subject: CB64 bill support

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.]

Dear Council member,

am writing today to ask that you support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 wi!! not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wil! also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bi!i gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important iink between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic polSution.

Plastic bags In particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not blodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape/ and end up En landfEHs where they may
take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to poliute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags a!so pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-iifetime opportunity. Let's be that leadership others will follow. Let's make

history.

Thank you for your support on CB64,
Anna Boyd



Sayers, Margery

From: Alyssa Mcguigan <alyssastar04@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 5:07 PM
To: CouncilMail

Subject: CB64, a ban on plastic bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Coundi member,
I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

The plastic bag that has your food and groceries in it, has a iifespan of 30 minutes. You get food, you put the
food in yourfridge, and then discard the bag,

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and
health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wiii also bring increased awareness to the
community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of af!, fees have been proven to
work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in iandfills where
they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to poHute the soil and
water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Piastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.
Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with on!y 1% being recycled.
Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating. Fossil fuels we wili need.

This bill has been pushed for 9 times and wiH continue to be pushed for if we do not take a stand. This bill will
a!iow the public to finally pay attention to the disastrous effects of plastic.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-IEfetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others wili foilow. Let's make history,



Thank you for your support on CB64.



Sayers, Margery

From: Peggy Hannon <peggyhannon@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 5, 2019 11 :45 AM

To: CoundiMail; Walsh, Elizabeth; Jones, Opel; Rigby, Christiana; Jung, Deb; Yungmann,
David

Subject: Support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member/

I am writing to ask for your support of CB64/ a fee on plastic bags in our county.

At some point we all have to stand up for our environment...any attempt to curb the overuse of plastic in our community

seems a reasonable place to begin. Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our watei-ways. It is an-

environmental and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

This bUl gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between consumers actions

and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to worlc to change behavior and reduce

plastic pollution.

For obvious reasons, please support CB64, and take a stand for the environment.

Thank you,

Peggy Hannon

2304 Old Maple Court
EUicott City, MD 21042



Sayers, Margery

From: Judy Major <annusequi@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, November 4, 2019 11:27 AM
To: Yungmann, David; CouncilEVtail
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 - Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of CB64-2019, which wi!l impose a fee of five cents on disposable plastic bags.

The devastating effects of plastic pollution have made headlines this past year. It is a crisis we can no longer ignore.
Nearly two miliion single-use plastic bags are distributed worldwide every minute. New plastic production plants are being
built along the Gulf coast and in the Rust Beit with a goal of increasing piastic production by 40% over the next decade, if
plastic production isn't curbed, plastic poilution will outweigh fish pound for pound by 2050. The average American famify
takes home almost 1,500 plastic shopping bags a year, According to Waste Management, on!y one percent of piastic
bags are returned for recycling. That means that the average family only recycles 15 bags a year; the rest ends up in
landfills as waste or worse as iitter in the land and waterways of Maryland.

I was involved with the Howard County Green School program as an educator for the past 12 years, preparing our
students to tackle some of the most challenging environmental issues we have ever faced. While at Forest Ridge
Elementary School we implemented a plastic po!!ution awareness and action program that included Straw-Free Fridays in
the cafeteria, but that is not enough, We need the county's help. A fee on plastic bags is the most effective way to create
behavior change to reduce plastic pollution and thereby address this critical issue. This bill gives consumers a choice, as
it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important iink between consumers' actions and the impact their actions
have on the environment,

Montgomery County and Washington DC both have plastic bag taxes. Washington DC did a study examining the
aftereffects of the bag tax and reported that during the years 2012 and 2013 residents used 60% fewer bags. Data from
volunteer stream cieanups have shown a 72% decrease in the number of bags. Oniy 16% of residents and 8% of
businesses opposed the law after it was enacted. There were similar findings En Montgomery County. Since January
2012, Montgomery County's bag tax revenue has yielded $10.4 million for pollution and storm water control programs,

This is not simply an aesthetic issue. Plastics break down into micro-plastics, which are small enough to enter the food
chain and release toxic chemicals into the environment The Lancet Planetary Health Journal reported in October 2017
that 94% of tap water samples coilected in the US were contaminated.

Autoimmune diseases such as juvenile type 1 diabetes, lupus, and MS are on the rise. One in twelve Americans will be
afflicted with an autoJmmune disease. Medical experts have concerns that the exposure to rapidly increasing
environmental toxins is connected to the increase in autoimmune diseases. Wouldn't it be wise to reduce the introduction
of plastic refuse into the environment where it has been shown definitively to harm the health of freshwater and marine
organisms?

This is not an issue that we can delay addressing. We have the ability to reduce the use of sing!e-use plastic in our county
now. We must address this issue with urgency.

Thank you for your support of this important legislation.

Sincerely,
Judy Major
annuseaui(%verizon.net
10936 Kathleen Ct.
Columbia, MD 20144
410-730-4998



Sayers, Margery

From: Judy Major <annusequi@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, November 4, 2019 11:26 AM
To: Jung, Deb; CouncilMail
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 - Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments Ef
you know the sender.]

I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of CB64-2019, which wili impose a fee of five cents on disposable plastic bags.

The devastating effects of plastic pollution have made headlines this past year. It is a crisis we can no longer ignore.
Nearly two mi!ljon single-use plastic bags are distributed worldwide every minute. New plastic production plants are being
built along the Gulf coast and in the Rust Belt with a goal of increasing plastic production by 40% over the next decade. If
plastic production isn't curbed, plastic pollution wiil outweigh fish pound for pound by 2050. The average American fami!y
takes home almost 1,500 plastic shopping bags a year. According to Waste Management, only one percent of plastic
bags are returned for recycling. That means that the average family only recycles 15 bags a year; the rest ends up in
landfills as waste or worse as Sitter in the iand and waterways of Maryland.

I was involved with the Howard County Green School program as an educator for the past 12 years, preparing our
students to tackle some of the most challenging environmental issues we have ever faced. While at Forest Ridge
Elementary School we implemented a plastic pollution awareness and action program that included Straw-Free Fridays in
the cafeteria, but that is not enough. We need the county's heip. A fee on plastic bags is the most effective way to create
behavior change to reduce plastic pollution and thereby address this criticai issue. This bill gives consumers a choice, as
it is a compieteiy avoidabie fee. It also makes the important Sink between consumers' actions and the impact their actions
have on the environment.

Montgomery County and Washington DC both have plastic bag taxes. Washington DC did a study examining the
aftereffects of the bag tax and reported that during the years 2012 and 2013 residents used 60% fewer bags. Data from
volunteer stream cleanups have shown a 72% decrease in the number of bags. Oniy 16% of residents and 8% of
businesses opposed the law after it was enacted. There were similar findings in Montgomery County. Since January
2012, Montgomery County's bag tax revenue has yielded $10.4 million for pollution and storm water control programs.

This is not simply an aesthetic issue. Plastics break down into micro-plastics, which are small enough to enter the food
chain and release toxic chemicals into the environment. The Lancet Planetary Health Journal reported in October 2017
that 94% of tap water samples collected in the US were contaminated,

Autoimmune diseases such as juvenile type Idiabetes, lupus, and MS are on the rise. One in twelve Americans will be
afflicted with an autoimmune disease. Medical experts have concerns that the exposure to rapidly increasing
environmental toxins is connected to the increase in autoimmune diseases. Wouldn't if be wise to reduce the introduction
of plastic refuse into the environment where it has been shown definitively to harm the health of freshwater and marine
organisms?

This is not an issue that we can deiay addressing. We have the ability to reduce the use of single-use plastic in our county
now. We must address this issue with urgency.

Thank you for your support of this important legislation.

Sincerely,
Judy Major
annysecjyj^verizon. net
10936 Kathleen Ct.
Columbia, MD 20144
410-730-4998



Sayers, Margery

From: Judy Major <annusequi@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, November 4, 2019 11;25AM
To: Rigby, Christiana; CouncilMail
Subject: Re: CB64-2019-- Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of CB64-2019, which will impose a fee of five cents on disposable plastic bags.

The devastating effects of plastic pollution have made headlines this past year, It is a crisis we can no longer ignore.
Nearly two miliion single-use plastic bags are distributed worldwide every minute. New plastic production plants are being
bui!t along the Gulf coast and in the Rust Belt with a goa! of increasing plastic production by 40% over the next decade. If
plastic production isn't curbed, plastic pollution will outweigh fish pound for pound by 2050. The average American family
takes home almost 1,500 plastic shopping bags a year. According to Waste Management, only one percent of piastic
bags are returned for recycling. That means that the average famiiy only recycles 15 bags a year; the rest ends up in
landfills as waste or worse as litter in the land and waterways of Maryland.

was involved with the Howard County Green School program as an educator for the past 12 years, preparing our
students to tackie some of the most chalienging environmental issues we have ever faced. Whiie at Forest Ridge
Elementary School we implemented a plastic pollution awareness and action program that included Straw-Free Fridays in
the cafeteria, but that is not enough. We need the county's help. A fee on plastic bags is the most effective way to create
behavior change to reduce plastic pollution and thereby address this critical issue. This biil gives consumers a choice, as
it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link between consumers' actions and the impact their actions
have on the environment

Montgomery County and Washington DC both have plastic bag taxes. Washington DC did a study examining the
aftereffects of the bag tax and reported that during the years 2012 and 2013 residents used 60% fewer bags. Data from
volunteer stream cleanups have shown a 72% decrease in the number of bags. Only 16% of residents and 8% of
businesses opposed the law after it was enacted. There were similar findings in Montgomery County. Since January
2012, Montgomery County's bag tax revenue has yielded $10.4 mil!ion for pollution and storm water contro! programs.

This is not simply an aesthetic issue. Plastics break down into micro-piastics, which are smail enough to enter the food
chain and release toxic chemicaSs into the environment. The Lancet Planetary Health Journal reported in October 2017
that 94% of tap water samples coliected in the US were contaminated.

Autoimmune diseases such as juvenile type 1 diabetes, lupus, and MS are on the rise. One in twelve Americans wili be
afflicted with an autoimmune disease. Medical experts have concerns that the exposure to rapidiy increasing
environmental toxins is connected to the increase in autoimmune diseases. Wouldn't it be wise to reduce the introduction
of plastic refuse into the environment where it has been shown definitively to harm the health of freshwater and marine
organisms?

This is not an issue that we can delay addressing. We have the ability to reduce the use of sing!e"use plastic in our county
now. We must address this issue with urgency.

Thank you for your support of this important iegislatlon.

Sincerely,
Judy Major
annusequi@jverizon.net
10936 Kathleen Ct.
Columbia, MD 20144
410-730-4998



Sayers, Margery

From: Judy Major <annusequi@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, November^ 2019 11:25 AM
To: Jones, Opel; CouncilMail
Subject: Re: CB64-2019 - Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of CB64-2019, which will impose a fee of five cents on disposable plastic bags.

The devastating effects of plastic pollution have made headlines this past year. It is a crisis we can no longer ignore.
Neariy two milfion single-use piastic bags are distributed worldwide every minute. New plastic production plants are being
built along the Guif coast and in the Rust Belt with a goal of increasing plastic production by 40% over the next decade. If
plastic production isn't curbed, plastic pollution will outweigh fish pound for pound by 2050. The average American family
takes home almost 1,500 plastic shopping bags a year. According to Waste Management, oniy one percent of plastic
bags are returned for recycling. That means that the average family only recycies 15 bags a year; the rest ends up in
landfills as waste or worse as litter in the land and waterways of Maryland.

I was involved with the Howard County Green School program as an educator for the past 12 years, preparing our
students to tackle some of the most challenging envlronmentai issues we have ever faced. While at Forest Ridge
Elementary School we implemented a plastic pollution awareness and action program that lnc!uded Straw-Free Fridays in
the cafeteria, but that is not enough. We need the county's help. A fee on plastic bags is the most effective way to create
behavior change to reduce plastic pollution and thereby address this critical issue. This bill gives consumers a choice, as
it is a compietely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link between consumers' actions and the impact their actions
have on the environment.

Montgomery County and Washington DC both have plastic bag taxes. Washington DC did a study examining the
aftereffects of the bag tax and reported that during the years 2012 and 2013 residents used 60% fewer bags. Data from
volunteer stream cleanups have shown a 72% decrease in the number of bags. Only 16% of residents and 8% of
businesses opposed the law after it was enacted. There were similar findings in Montgomery County. Since January
2012, Montgomery County's bag tax revenue has yielded $10.4 million for pollution and storm water contro! programs.

This is not simply an aesthetic issue. Plastics break down into micro-piastics, which are small enough to enter the food
chain and reiease toxic chemicals into the environment. The Lancet Planetary Health Journal reported in October 2017
that 94% of tap water samples collected in the US were contaminated.

Autoimmune diseases such as juvenife type 1 diabetes, iupus, and MS are on the rise. One in twelve Americans wil! be
affiicted with an autoimmune disease. Medical experts have concerns that the exposure to rapidiy increasing
environmental toxins is connected to the increase in autoimmune diseases, Wouldn't it be wise to reduce the introduction
of plastic refuse into the environment where it has been shown definitiveiy to harm the health of freshwater and marine
organisms?

This is not an issue that we can delay addressing. We have the ability to reduce the use of single-use piastic in our county
now. We must address this issue with urgency.

Thank you for your support of this important legislation.

Sincerely,
Judy Major
annusegul^verizon.net
10936 Kathleen Ct.
Columbia, MD 20144
410-730-4998



Sayers, Margery

From: Judy Major <annusequi@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, November 4, 2019 11 :24 AM
To: Walsh, Elizabeth; CouncilMai!
Subject: Re: C864-2019 - Establish a Fee on Disposable Bags

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

am writing to urge you to vote in favor of CB64-2019, which will impose a fee of five cents on disposable plastic bags,

The devastating effects of plastic pollution have made headlines this past year. It is a crisis we can no longer ignore.
Nearly two million single-use plastic bags are distributed worldwide every minute. New plastic production plants are being
built along the Gulf coast and in the Rust Belt with a goal of increasing plastic production by 40% over the next decade, if
piastic production Isn't curbed, plastic pollution will outweigh fish pound for pound by 2050. The average American family
takes home almost 1,500 plastic shopping bags a year. According to Waste Management, only one percent of plastic
bags are returned for recycling. That means that the average family oniy recycles 15 bags a year; the rest ends up in
landfills as waste or worse as litter in the land and waterways of Maryland.

I was involved with the Howard County Green School program as an educator for the past 12 years, preparing our
students to tackie some of the most challenging environmental Issues we have ever faced. While at Forest Ridge
Elementary Schooi we implemented a plastic pollution awareness and action program that included Straw-Free Fridays in
the cafeteria, but that is not enough. We need the county's help. A fee on plastic bags Is the most effective way to create
behavior change to reduce plastic pollution and thereby address this critical issue. This bi!! gives consumers a choice, as
it is a completely avoidable fee. it also makes the important link between consumers' actions and the impact their actions
have on the environment.

Montgomery County and Washington DC both have plastic bag taxes. Washington DC did a study examining the
aftereffects of the bag tax and reported that during the years 2012 and 2013 residents used 60% fewer bags. Data from
volunteer stream cleanups have shown a 72% decrease in the number of bags. Only 16% of residents and 8% of
businesses opposed the law after it was enacted. There were similar findings in Montgomery County. Since January
2012, Montgomery County's bag tax revenue has yielded $10.4 million for pollution and storm water control programs.

This is not simply an aesthetic issue. Plastics break down into micro-plastics, which are small enough to enter the food
chain and release toxic chemicals into the environment. The Lancet Planetary Health Journal reported in October 2017
that 94% of tap water samples collected in the US were contaminated.

Autoimmune diseases such as juvenile type tdiabetes, lupus, and MS are on the rise. One in twelve Americans wili be
afflicted with an autoimmune disease. Medical experts have concerns that the exposure to rapidly increasing
environmental toxins is connected to the increase in autoimmune diseases. Wouldn't it be wise to reduce the introduction
of plastic refuse into the environment where it has been shown definitively to harm the health of freshwater and marine
organisms?

This is not an issue that we can delay addressing. We have the ability to reduce the use of singie-use piastic in our county
now. We must address this issue with urgency.

Thank you for your support of this important legislation.

Sincerely,
Judy Major
annusequj(a3venzon.net
10936 Kathleen Ct.
Columbia, MD 20144
410-730-4998



Sayers, Margery

From: Ann Strozyk <AnrLStrozyk@hcpss.org>

Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:20 PM
To: CouncilMaii; Yungmann, David
Subject; Re: CB64- sorry about wrong salutation!

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on Sinks or attachments if
you know fche sender.^

Dear David Yungman,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways, it is an environmenta!
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wil! also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Let's be a leader in the state with this initiative as we know that plastics are directly connected to
climate change and micro plastics have major effects on human health as well as in our ecosystem.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Ann Strozyk
9534 Longview Drive
Ellicott City, MD 21042
Ann Strozyk
HCPSS Environmental Educator
The Howard County Conservancy
410.465.8877

www.hcpss.org

www.hcconservancy.org

Twitter Follow @AnnStrozyk
#mystre amcounts



Sayers, Margery

From: Ann Strozyk <AnrLStrozyk@hcpss.org>
Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:19 PM
To: CoundlMail; Yungmann, David
Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Liz Walsh,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of piastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfoiding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wll! also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This biil gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Let's be a leader in the state with this initiative as we know that plastics are directly connected to
climate change and micro plastics have major effects on human health as welf as in our ecosystem,

We do not have time to wait.

The County Counci! board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Ann Strozyk
9534 Longview Drive
Eliicott City, MD 21042
Aim Strozyk
HCPSS Environmental Educator
The Howard County Conservancy

410.465.8877

www.hcpss.org

www.hcconservancy.org

Twitter Follow @AnnStrozyk
#mystreamcounts



Sayers, Margery

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Ann Strozyk <Ann_Strozyk@hcpss.org>

Sunday, Novembers, 2019 1:19 PM
CoundlMail; Waish, Elizabeth
CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Liz Walsh,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fui! of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wi!i also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of ail, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Let's be a leader in the state with this initiative as we know that plastics are directly connected to
climate change and micro plastics have major effects on human health as well as in our ecosystem.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-Hfetime opportunity. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Ann Strozyk
9534 Longview Drive
EHicott City, MD 21042

Ami Strozyk
HCPSS Environmental Educator
The Howard County Conservancy
410.465.8877

www.hcpss.org

www.hcconservancy.org

Twitter Follow @AnnStrozyk
#mystreamcounts



Sayers, Margery

From: Paul & Mary Jo <:mailtofishers@gmaii.conn>

Sent: Saturday, November 2, 2019 3:17 PM
To: Djung@howardcountymail.gov; CouncHMaii
Subject: Please support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender,]

Dear Council Member Jung,

am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fui! of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 wi!! not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic poliution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways/ spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die

each year after swaHowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide/ with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires miliions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-Hfetime opportunity. Let's be that leadership others wii! follow. Let's make

history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Mary Jo Fisher
8612 Water Fal! Drive

Laurel/MD 20723



Sayers, Margery

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Ruth Auerbach <rauerb@gmail.com>

Saturday, November 2, 2019 10:34 AM
CouncilMaii
Please Support CB64 - plastic bag fee

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council members,

i am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

CB64 will not only address the crisis of plastic polution, but it wili also bring increased awareness to the community so

we can begin to turn the tide on this environmental and health hazard. Additionally/ having !ess one-time use
disposable waste in the county should help our serious problem with trash and littering.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to
change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

I grew up in Montgomery County, MD/ and still have family and friends who live there. Montgomery County has been
collecting a bag fee approximateiy ten years. The first time I encountered it at a grocery store/1 admit I was

annoyed. However, I quickly became accustomed to it/ and I found that bringing reusable bags to the store is easy. I've
acquired all my reusable bags for free through business promotions and my workplace.

To demonstrate the disposable bag problem in Howard County, on March 2, 2019,1 took photos of the disposable bags
on the the Columbia Association public space and townhome association property behind the townhouses 9449 - 9467
Clocktower Lane in Columbia. I found over 30 bags in this relatively small plot. These bags are iess than 200 yards from
the Little Patuxent River/ and are in an area which drains into it So they are likely to eventuaily break up and end up in
the Chesapeake Bay and beyond.

Plastic bags in particular have many negative impacts:
* Plastic bags are not blodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills where they may

take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.
* Piastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

* Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

10



* Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands

die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.
* Triilions of bags are produced yearly worldwide/ with only 1% being recycled.

* Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this opportunity to show leadership that the state and other districts will follow. Let's

make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64 and all you do for Howard County.

Sincerely/

RuthAuerbach
9455 Ciocktower Lane
Columbia
District 3

11



Sayers, Mar9ery

From: Ann Strozyk <Ann_Strozyk@hcpss.org>

Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:20 PM
To: CouncHMail; Yungmann, David
Subject: Re: CB64- sorry about wrong salutation!

;Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Piease only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear David Yungman,

am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wil! also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Let's be a leader in the state with this initiative as we know that plastics are directly connected to
climate change and micro plastics have major effects on human health as well as in our ecosystem.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-itfetime opportunity. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Ann Strozyk
9534 Longview Drive
EllicottCity,MD 21042
Ann Strozyk
HCPSS Environmental Educator
The Howard County Conservancy
410.465.8877

www.hcpss.org

www.hcconservancy.org

Twitter Follow @AmiStrozyk
#mystreamcounts



Sayers, Margery

From: Ann Strozyk <Ann_Strozyk@hcpss.org>

Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:19 PM
To: CoundSMail; Yungmann, David
Subject: CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear LizWaish,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fu!! of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of a!l, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic poliution.

Let's be a leader in the state with this initiative as we know that plastics are directly connected to
climate change and micro plastics have major effects on human health as well as in our ecosystem.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Ann Strozyk
9534 Longview Drive
EtlicottCity,MD 21042
Aim Strozyk
HCPSS Environmental Educator
The Howard County Conservancy

410.465.8877

www.hcpss.org

www.hcconservancy.org

Twitter Follow @AnnStrozyk
#mystreamcounts



Sayers, Margery

From: ' Ann Strozyk <AnrL5trozyk@hcpss.org>

Sent: Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:19 PM
To: CoundlMail; Waish, Elizabeth
Subject: CB64

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization, P!egse only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Liz Wa!sh,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental
and heaith crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wil! also bring increased awareness to
the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It aiso makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of ail, fees
have been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Let's be a leader in the state with this initiative as we know that plastics are directly connected to
climate change and micro plastics have major effects on human health as well as in our ecosystem.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Ann Strozyk
9534 Longview Drive
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Ami Strozyk
HCPSS Environmental Educator
The Howard County Conservancy

410.465.8877

www.hcpss.org

www.hcconservancy.org

Twitter Follow @AimStrozyk
#mystreamcounts



Sayers, Margery

From: Paul & Mary Jo <mailtofishers@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, November 2, 2019 3:17 PM
To: Djung@howardcountymaii.gov; CouncilMai!
Subject: Piease support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

DearCoundl Member Jung,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fulf of plastic enters our waterways. !t is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a compietely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of a!!, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways/ spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills where they may
take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finaiiy/ producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or heating.

We do not have time to wait

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that leadership others will folfow. Let's make
history.

Thank you for your support on C864.

Sincerely,

Mary Jo Fisher
8612 Water Fall Drive
Laurel/MD 20723



Sayers, Margery

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

RuthAuerbach <rauerb@gmail,com>
Saturday, November 2, 2019 10:34 AM
CouncilMail
Please Support CB64 " plastic bag fee

[Note: This emai! originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council members,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

CB64 wlii not only address the crisis of plastic polution, but it wil! also bring increased awareness to the community so

we can begin to turn the tide on this environmental and health hazard. Additionaiiy, having less one-time use
disposable waste in the county should help our serious problem with trash and littering.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

I grew up in Montgomery County, MD, and still have famiiy and friends who live there. Montgomery County has been
collecting a bag fee approximately ten years. The first time ! encountered it at a grocery store, I admit i was
annoyed. However, I quickly became accustomed to it, and I found that bringing reusable bags to the store is easy. I've
acquired all my reusable bags for free through business promotions and my workplace.

To demonstrate the disposable bag problem in Howard County/ on March 2, 2019,1 took photos of the disposable bags
on the the Columbia Association public space and townhome association property behind the townhouses 9449 - 9467
Clocktower Lane in Columbia. I found over 30 bags in this relatively small p!ot. These bags are less than 200 yards from
the Little Patuxent River/ and are in an area which drains into it. So they are likely to eventuaHy break up and end up in
the Chesapeake Bay and beyond.

Piastic bags in particular have many negative impacts:
* Plastic bags are not biodegradabfe. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in landfilis where they may

take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.
* Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

* Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirect!y.



* Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands
die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

* Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide/ with only 1% being recycled.
* Finally/ producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or

heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this opportunity to show leadership that the state and other districts will follow. Let's
make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64 and all you do for Howard County.

Sincerely/

Ruth Auerbach
9455 Clocktower Lane
Columbia
District 3



Sayers, Margery

From: Bonnie Sorak <bssorak@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 12:03 PM
To: CouncEIMail; Waish, Elizabeth
Subject Please Vote to Support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Councilmember Walsh,

am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on piastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an
environmental and health crisis unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not oniy address this crisis by reducing piastic, but it will also bring increased
awareness to the community so we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic
pollution. This bi!! gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. it also
makes the important link between consumers actions and the impact their actions have
on the environment. Best of all, fees have been proven to work to change behavior and
reduce plastic pollution.

On a faith community stream clean up the teens that were helping noticed Just how
many piastic bags they had picked up. They were disgusted. This is a new problem En
my lifetime. There didn't used to be a choice "paper or plastic" "it was just paper. I've
been using reusable bags for years and see no downside to this proposal.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways, spoil the landscape,and end
up in landfills where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller
particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break
up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Piastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often
mistake them for food. Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on
discarded piastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires miliions of gallons of petroleum that could be
used for transportation or heating.
We do not have time to wait.



The County Council board has this opportunity. Other counties and cities have already
done this. It is time to catch up with them and take leadership role. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Sorak
10226 Shirley Meadow Court
Eilicott City, MD 21042
bssorak@yahoo.com
410-465-0427 Home
443-799-0349 Ce!i



Sayers, Margery

From: Ann Coren <anncoren@hotmaii.com>

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 2:47 AM
To: CoundlMail
Subject: Plastic bag fee

;Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

DearCound! member,

Please support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.

The equivalent of a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways every minute/ every day. It is an

environmental and public health crisis.

CB64 addresses this crisis by reducing plastic.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidabie fee. It also makes the important link
between consumers actions and the impact their actions have on environmental health. Also fees have

been proven to work to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

The negative Impacts of plastic bags include;

- Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in
landfills where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue
to pollute the soil and water.
-Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

-Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directiy or Indirectly.
-Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food.

-Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide/ with only 1% being recycled.

We do not have time to wait. Plastic nanoparticles are showing up in human blood samples.

The County Council board has this opportunity to be the
leadership in this public health issue that others wil! follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64.

Sincerely,

Ann Coren

Sent from myiPhone



Sayers, Margery

From: Alisa Niefeld-Batiz <aniefeidbatiz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 9:47 PM
To: CoundiMail; Yungmann, David
Subject: tn Favor Of The Bag Fee

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Mr Yungman,

I m not sure why the environment has become a political
battle. Weather you are a Democrat or a Republican, we both
breath the same air and drink the same water, and we all should be
able to enjoy it without a hazard to our health.
There are so many reasons to support the Bag Bill. It's more
then generating revenue, it s more then trash. We are way past the
time to take serious action on climate change. We need to reduce
the need to produce plastic which is made with fossil fuels. By
placing a fee on plastic bags, we hope to change behaviors of our
throw away society. People can completely avoid the fee by simply
bringing their own reusable bags. Most of all we hope that this
action will be the beginning to reduce single use plastics.

The proliferation of single-use plastic around the world is accelerating climate change and
should be urgently halted, a report warns.

Plastic production is expanding worldwide, fuelled in part by the fracldng boom in the US.
The report says plastic contributes to greenhouse gas emissions at every stage of its lifecyde,
from its production to its refining and the way it is managed as a waste product.

This plastic binge threatens attempts to meet the Paris climate agreement. It means that by
2050 plastic will be responsible for up to 13% of the total "carbon budget" - equivalent to 615
coal-fired power plants . We no longer can allow the paid lobbyist to put greed over the
health of our community and our planet.



Regards,

Alisa Niefeld-Batiz

Century 21 Redwood
410-215-0047

A REFERRAL IS THE BEST COMPLIMENT I CAN RECEIVE!

"We may encounter many defeats but we must not be defeated." — MayaAncielou



Sayers, Margery

From: Aiisa Niefeld-Batiz <aniefeldbatiz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 9:43 PM
To: Counci!Maii;Jung, Deb
Subject: IN Favor Of The Bag Fee

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Ms Jung,

There are so many reasons to support the Bag Bill. It s more
then generating revenue, it s more then trash. We are way past the
time to take serious action on climate change. We need to reduce
the need to produce plastic which is made with fossil fuels. By
placing a fee on plastic bags, we hope to change behaviors of our
throw away society. People can completely avoid the fee by simply
bringing their own reusable bags* Most of all we hope that this
action will be the beginning to reduce single use plastics.

The proliferation of single-use plastic around the world is accelerating climate change and
should be urgently halted, a report warns.

Plastic production is expanding worldwide, fuelled in part by the fracldng boom in the US.
The report says plastic contributes to greenhouse gas emissions at every stage of its lifecycle,
from its production to its refining and the way it is managed as a waste product.

This plastic binge threatens attempts to meet the Paris climate agreement. It means that by
2050 plastic will be responsible for up to 13% of the total carbon budget - equivalent to 615
coal-fired power plants . We no longer can allow the paid lobbyist to put greed over the
health of our community and our planet.



Regards,

Alisa Niefeld-Batiz

Century 21 Redwood
410-215-0047

A REFERRAL IS THE BEST COMPLIIV1ENT I CAN RECEIVE!

"We may encounter many defeats but we myst_nqt_be d.efeated," - Ma^aAn.gelou



Sayers, Margery

From: Alisa Niefe!d-Batiz <aniefeidbatiz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 9:42 PM
To: CoundlMaii; Rigby/ Christiana
Subject: In Favor Of A Bag Fee

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization, Piease only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.^

Dear Ms. Mercer Rigby,

There are so many reasons to support the Bag Bill. It's more
then generating revenue, it s more then trash. We are way past the
time to take serious action on climate change. We need to reduce
the need to produce plastic which is made with fossil fuels. By
placing a fee on plastic bags, we hope to change behaviors of our
throw away society. People can completely avoid the fee by simply
bringing their own reusable bags. Most of all we hope that this
action will be the beginning to reduce single use plastics.

The proliferation of single-use plastic around the world is accelerating climate change and
should be urgently halted, a report warns.

Plastic production is expanding worldwide, fuelled in part by the tracking boom in the US.
The report says plastic contributes to greenhouse gas emissions at every stage of its lifecycle,
from its production to its refining and the way it is managed as a waste product.

This plastic binge threatens attempts to meet the Paris climate agreement. It means that by
2050 plastic will be responsible for up to 13% of the total "carbon budget" - equivalent to 615
coal-fired power plants . We no longer can allow the paid lobbyist to put greed over the
health of our community and our planet.



Regards,

Alisa Niefeld-Batiz

Century 21 Redwood
410-215-0047

A REFERRAL IS THE BEST COMPLIMENT I CAN RECEIVE!

"We may encounter many defeats but we must not be defeated." — Maya Anaelou



Sayers, Margery

From: Alisa Niefeld-Batiz <aniefeldbatiz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 9:39 PM
To: CouncilMail; Jones, Opei
Subject: In Favor Of Bag Bill

[Note: This emaEt originated from oufcside of the organization. Please only click on links or afctachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Dr Jones,

There are so many reasons to support the Bag Bill. It s more
then generating revenue, it s more then trash. We are way past the
time to take serious action on climate change. We need to reduce
the need to produce plastic which is made with fossil fuels. By
placing a fee on plastic bags, we hope to change behaviors of our
throw away society. People can completely avoid the fee by simply
bringing their own reusable bags. Most of all we hope that this
action will be the beginning to reduce single use plastics*

The proliferation of single-use plastic around the world is accelerating climate change and
should be urgently halted, a report warns.

Plastic production is expanding worldwide, fuelled in part by the fracking boom in the US.
The report says plastic contributes to greenhouse gas emissions at every stage of its lifecycle,
from its production to its refining and the way it is managed as a waste product.

This plastic binge threatens attempts to meet the Paris climate agreement. It means that by
2050 plastic will be responsible for up to 13% of the total carbon budget - equivalent to 615
coal-fired power plants . We no longer can allow the paid lobbyist to put greed over the
health of our community and our planet.
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Regards,

Alisa Niefeld-Batiz

Century 21 Redwood
410-215-0047

A REFERRAL IS THE BEST COMPLIMENT I CAN RECEIVE!

"We may encounter many defeats but we must not be defeated." — MayaAnQeiou
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Sayers, Margery

From: Alisa Niefeid-Batiz <aniefeidbatiz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 9:37 PM
To: Walsh, Elizabeth; CounciiMail
Subject: In Favor Of The Bag Fee

;Note: This email originated from outside of the organization, P!ease on!y click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Ms. Walsh,

There are so many reasons to support the Bag Bill. It's more
then generating revenue, it s more then trash. We are way past the
time to take serious action on climate change. We need to reduce
the need to produce plastic which is made with fossil fuels. By
placing a fee on plastic bags, we hope to change behaviors of our
throw away society. People can completely avoid the fee by simply
bringing their own reusable bags. Mlost of all we hope that this
action will be the beginning to reduce single use plastics.

The proliferation of single-use plastic around the world is accelerating climate change and
should be urgently halted, a report warns.

Plastic production is expanding worldwide, fuelled in part by the tracking boom in the US.
The report says plastic contributes to greenhouse gas emissions at every stage of its lifecycle,
from its production to its refining and the way it is managed as a waste product.

This plastic binge threatens attempts to meet the Paris climate agreement. It means tliat by
2050 plastic will be responsible for up to 13% of the total "carbon budget" - equivalent to 615
coal-fired power plants . We no longer can allow the paid lobbyist to put greed over the
health of our community and our planet.

Regards,

12



Alisa Niefetd-Batiz

Century 21 Redwood
410-23.5-0047

A REFERRAL IS THE BEST COMPLIMENT I CAN RECEIVE!

We may encounter many defeats but we must not be defeated." — Maya Anaelou
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Sayers, Margery

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

paul.baicich <paui.baicich@verizon.net>

Tuesday, October 29, 2019 9:28 PM
Rigby, Christiana
CounciiMait
Please consider CB-64

[Note: This emaii originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments If
you know the sender.]

Dear Council member Rigby,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB-64, for a county fee on plastic bags. I
know the issue will come up soon -18 November - and I hope you will support it.

Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape, and
end up in landfills where they may take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever
smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water. Unfortunately, trillions of
bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled. Plastic bags also
pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake the plastic for
food. Thousands die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

This bill - CB64 - gives consumers a choice, as it is a completely avoidable fee. it also
makes the crucial link between consumers actions and the impact their actions can
have on the environment. Best of all, fees used elsewhere have been proven to work
to change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

The County Council has this great opportunity to live up to the Howard County
reputation.

Let's take the next step to make that reputation a reality.

Sincerely,
Paul J. Baicich

7237 Swan Point Way
Columbia, MD 21045
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Sayers, Margery

From: Mary Ann Barry <mabarry4@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday/ October 29, 2019 8:49 PM
To: CouncilMail

Subject: I support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.]

Dear Council Member,

I am writing tonight to ask you to support CB64, a fee on plastic bags. Unfortunately we have become so dependent on
throw away convenience/ we have plastic products that are creating an environmental and health crisis. As a retired

nurse I am very concerned about the public and planet health.

We have to start reducing our plastic use and call attention to the problems it wii! cause. I have already seen on Next

Door, people resining a "new fee but others are pushing back with suggestions and information. Increased education

around the purpose of the bill and they can avoid a fee and help their own and their children's health. Sometimes the
micro plastic health issues might be more convincing - that the county is looking our for our health.

Of course it is critics! for animal health and life too.

We need to cut greenhouse gases and the program couid educate on how this he!ps.

I urge the County Council to bring Ho Co in to a leadership role for the health of its citizens and environment and
support CB64.

Thank you for your service.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Barry
5464 Wild Lilac
Columbia, Md. 21045
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Sayers, Margery

From: Pat Hersey <trishhersey@hotmaii.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 8:32 PM
To: CouncilMaii; Yungmann, David
Subject: Please Support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of fche organization. Please only dick on links or attachments if
you know the sender,]

Dear Council MemberYungmann,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64, a fee on plastic bags.
Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmentai and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic, but it wil! also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic poilution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. it also makes the important link between

consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways/ spoil the landscape/ and end up in landfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that

leadership others will follow. Let's make history.
Thank you for your support on CB64 and ail you do for Howard County.

16



Sincerely,

Pat Hersey
9462 Farewell Rd.
Columbia/ M D 21045
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Sayers, Margery

From: Pat Hersey <trishhersey@hotmali.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 8:30 PM
To: CouncilMaii;Jung, Deb
Subject: Please Support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member Jung/

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags.
Every minute of every day a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways, it is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic poiiution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of all/ fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways/ spoil the landscape/ and end up in landfills where they may
take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas; as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die

each year after swallowing or choking on discarded piastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that

leadership others will follow. Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64 and ail you do for Howard County.

18



Sincerely,

Pat Hersey
9462 Farewell Rd.
Columbia. MD 21045

Sent from myiPad
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Sayers, Margery

From: Pat Hersey <trishhersey@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 8:28 PM
To: CoundlMail; Rigby, Christiana
Subject: P!ease Support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of fche organization. P!ease only ciick on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member Rigby,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags.

Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuli of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it wi!! also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic poiiution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important iink between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of a!!, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape/ and end up in landfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die

each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide/ with only 1% being recycled.

Finally, producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-Hfetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others will follow, Let's make history.

Thank you for your support on CB64 and all you do for Howard County.
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Sincerely/

Pat Hersey
9462 Farewell Rd.
Columbia. MD 21045

Sent from my IPad
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Sayers, Margery

From: Pat Hersey <trishhersey@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday/ October 29, 2019 8:18 PM
To: CoundlMai!; Jones, Opel
Subject: Piease Support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only ciick on links or attachments If
you know the sender.]

Dear Council Member Jones,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags.
Every minute of every day a garbage truck fuii of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis
unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing plastic/ but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so

we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic poilution.

This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of aii, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Plastic bags are not biodegradable. They dog waterways, spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills where they may
take 1,000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas/ as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally/ producing plastic bags requires mitlions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating.

We do not have time to wait.
The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others will follow. Let's make history.
Thank you for your support on CB64 and ali you do for Howard County.
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Sincerely,

Pat Hersey
9462 Farewell Rd.
Columbia, MD 21045

Sent from my JPad
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Sayers, Margery

From: Pat Hersey <trishhersey@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 8:16 PM
To: CounciIMai!; Walsh, Elizabeth
Subject: Pfease support CB64

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Piease only click on links or attachments
you know the sender,]

Dear Council Member Walsh,

I am writing today to ask that you support CB64/ a fee on plastic bags.
Every minute of everyday a garbage truck full of plastic enters our waterways. It is an environmental and health crisis

unfolding before our eyes.

CB64 will not only address this crisis by reducing piastic, but it will also bring increased awareness to the community so
we can move forward and turn the tide on plastic pollution.
This bill gives consumers a choice as it is a completely avoidable fee. It also makes the important link between
consumers actions and the impact their actions have on the environment. Best of ali, fees have been proven to work to

change behavior and reduce plastic pollution.

Plastic bags in particular have a plethora of negative impacts:
Piastic bags are not biodegradable. They clog waterways/ spoil the landscape, and end up in landfills where they may
take 1/000 years or more to break up into ever smaller particles that continue to pollute the soil and water.

Plastic bags continue to release Methane/ a powerful greenhouse gas, as they break up.

Plastic bags in drainage pipes pollutes water directly or indirectly.

Plastic bags also pose a serious danger to birds and marine mammals that often mistake them for food. Thousands die
each year after swallowing or choking on discarded plastic bags.

Trillions of bags are produced yearly worldwide, with only 1% being recycled.

Finally/ producing plastic bags requires millions of gallons of petroleum that could be used for transportation or
heating.

We do not have time to wait.

The County Council board has this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let's be that
leadership others will follow. Let's make history.
Thank you for your support on CB64 and ali you do for Howard County.
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Sincerely/

Pat Hersey
9462 Farewell Rd.
Columbia/MD 21045
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Sayers, Margery

From: Jung, Deb

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2019 10:21 AM
To: Sayers, Margery

Subject: FW: Plastic bag fees

Thanks for sharing your perspective with me.

DebJung
Councilmember, District 4
Howard County Council
3430 Court House Dr., Ellicott City/ MD 21043
410-313-2001

Sign-up for my District Update here.

From: Danny Lee <delee928@gmaii.com>
Sent: Monday/ October 28, 2019 9:44 AM
To: Jung, Deb <djung@howardcountymd.gov>
Subject: Plastic bag fees

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

I support the efforts lead by Christina Mercer Rigby & Opel Jones to impose a 5 cents bag fee. As a parent/ the
environment is an important issue for my teenager. We must be doing more to protect our planet and reduce pollution

by plastics. Personaily, i think the 5 cents is not enough and it should be set at 25 cents.

I've written to you about this before and it was ignored. If you vote against this effort you will no longer have my
support in your next eiectjon.

Danny Lee/ MD

5801 Clipper Ln #307, ClarksvEHe/ MD 21029
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Sayers, Margery

From: Regan Mercer <reganmercer@gmaii.com>

Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2019 1:15 PM
To: CouncilMail
Subject: C8 64 2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know fche sender.^

Dear Council

am in favor of everything about the plastic bag bill but the specification of thickness. In other Jurisdictions where only
specific thicknesses were specified retailers simply used different bag thicknesses to get around it/ this still poliuting. I
think the thickness part regarding plastic bags should be removed or altered to be an or iess with the number set at the
military thickness just below that of the typical grocery store reusable plastic bag and the bill should focus on the jack of

reusability perhaps establishing that the bag must be designed to be reused least x amount of times. Many of the
reusable plastic bags that you buy from grocery stores have an estimated amount of uses on them that this could be
based on. My friend works in waste management and plastic bags are the worst so we should have a bill that does its

best to eiiminate them. This is why I approve of it being a tax" applying a tax has the larger effect on human behavior
overy simply setting a bag thicknesses limit.

Thank you/

Regan Mercer
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Sayers, Margery

From: Joseph Pavlovsky <jpavlovsky@verizon.net>
Sent: Friday, October 25, 2019 9:47 AM
To: CounciIMai!
Subject: CB64-2019 Bag Fees

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on Sinks or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Another way to burden consumers and businesses and a method of indirectly taxing residents of Howard County. Don't

we already pay enough in taxes already. Vote against this proposal.

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the newAOL app: maii.mpbile.aol.com
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Sayers, Mar9ery

From: KrEstine Amari <kristEne.amari@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2019 9:23 AM
To: CounciiMaEI
Subject: Testimony on Council Bill 64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please oniy click on links or attachments if
you know the sender,]

Hello/

! would like to express support for Council Bill 64-2019, which would establish a fee on disposable plastic bags provided
to consumers in Howard County. I agree with providing incentives to reduce the proiiferatjon of disposable
plastic. Thanks for addressing this problem.

KristEne Amari
10338 Sixpence Circle
Columbia. MD
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Sayers, Margery

From: Josie Casto <jlcasto@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, October 25, 2019 9:05 AM
To: CoundlMail

Cc: Baii, Caivin B; courtney.watson@house.state.md.us; katiefry.hester@senate.state.md.us

Subject: Problems with CB-64-2019

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.'

Dear County Council/

My name is Jocelyn Irwin. I live in Dunloggin at 3781 plum meadow dr, 21042.

i saw the profiled legislation for a disposable bag tax, and wanted to raise my concerns.

I went to the state legislature's hearing before they passed the law granting us this privilege and heard many arguments
from supporters saying that a piastic bag ban would end up in a morass of lawsuits if we tried to go that route.

The only cases of this happening are in states where the state has laws that pre-empt the locality from doing so.

Our county has a iarge wealth gap. If we choose to tax disposable bags we are enacting a regressive tax on those who

are already struggling to !ive here.

i also have not seen evidence that the use of plastic bags has decreased in neighboring counties that impose taxes as

opposed to bans. The numbers point towards the tax being an income stream only.

i am *not* opposed to increased revenue for the county. f see my tax dollars work hard here! I am opposed to

regressive local taxes. People like me and my husband should be carrying these tax burdens/ not the single mom just

trying to get her kids a good education by living in the county,

! am also not opposed to trying to limit plastic bag use, but! would strongly prefer a plastic bag ban. 1 think it will
accomplish the stated goal more effectively.

With either a bag tax or ban/ though, i would like to see the county investigate the feasibility of some sort of reusable
"bag library" program that can help provide reusable bags on-demand at some of the larger retailers/ hopefully reducing

the burden imposed by change in general, and for those who don't already have a stockpile of reusable bags.

The county could solicit bag donations from citizens (many of us have more of these bags than we could use) or even
sell advertising opportunities to local companies on bags printed with the ads and the county logo and/or facts about
sustainability.

I would love to see bag stations where you can return borrowed bags and be reminded to grab your bags from your
trunk outside the local grocery store.

Alternately, the stores charge a per-reusabie bag "deposit" at checkout that can be recovered by returning the bags to a
participating retailer/ though this wouid also act like a tax to many,
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! know there are lots of logistics to a "bag library" being overlooked (cleaning fees/ distribution/ etc) but I have
confidence that the council could work through the details to create a sustainable program.

Thanks for all the hard work you do!

Jocelyn Irwin
VT 2008

Sent from mobile
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