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Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan:
Overview Presentation

Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning, November 16-20, 2020
County Council Member Briefings
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Mahan Rykiel | Arnett Muldrow | RK&K | Land Studies | SouthCoast Consulting | Preservation Consulting
In consultation with: McCormick Taylor
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Whv a Master Plan for Ellicott City?

Rebuilding for the long-term = an

opportunity to enhance, in addition to
protect

Community steeped in history,
notable for connections to the
National Road, B&O railroad, and
rich mill town heritage



Whv a Master Plan for Ellicott Citv?

Today regional draw, vibrant Main
Street, nationally significant historic
district

Town's unique characteristics

warranted a highly context-sensitive,
community-driven approach to

planning



Master Plan Relationship to EC Safe and Sound Plan

Near-term policy direction;
crafted the flood mitigation plan
More: ecsafeandsound.org
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Ensuring public
safety

^...._ ^

Supporting
business and

property owners

Retaining EC'S
historic charm

Developing an
inclusive process

Flood Mitigation
Plan

Master Plan

Permit
Funding

^

Section 106
Review

Part of the federal
National Historic
Preservation Act

agencies

take into account
effect undertakings
will have on historic
resources

Long-term policy direction to
protect and enhance; builds
upon Safe and Sound



••^ ';<l-^.\:1'1'

^s^

s

Har'lfTiff
? ^ Ss f^, '% -, ^"%. ^ ^ » 9,

,J -1 t^ui&->/ 'tat/i-i \i.y 1-J i— •—••'' ; -i '.^»>^ <,ai!ai'u iii ui
1

J ••.w^'

2) Public Input
^. »



Multi-Year Public Enaaaement Effort

www.howardcountymd.aov/ecmp



"rECoverv" Communitv Meetinas - Fall 2016

Four 'listen &

learn' sessions

Professional
facilitator

300+ project
ideas

and ma» NteK tor nbrfiin| a srm^r
The mMBHttrt tocuaat»r»u»to| •
tadtiptirtNMwdtDOBcri

1him»howtfai

Adut th» Coimnri nwonx »< I

rECovery Community Meeting <f2

Rebuilding and Economic Development
Final Report

December 1,2016

nulifrCrniNrr»oaOri*nnm»rriJiii CBHI

1 pfwntKioa by «n—pNt horn UrDty •» Fiwtwek.

Otr.-nntmmonriasWNrtinaanurtkNr.

t* «. Hot<dllm»omnt

rECovery Project Idea Themes

The fottov^ are the themes thn hawe effitr^ &am om 250 IndMdual pn(^ Idetocoteaed thu

ummunlty members and statehoktera teterutd In the recowiy pimza of EBcott C^.TIA ero»*< B^ *^

disiMed into themes thai were mp<»ed by im»Wpte tndhhhub u crmi a genert pftfum o^

atready put forwart. The feadhiflrr of Indhrtdua) prc^ea Uus wtl be einhutrt and proleas wM be aa^^
both for tmplemmtallm In tht thort term <»» part of the Mafl^ nw ixocea. The M list rf Ueu w« be

published on the EBcott Oiy Hood teunuY wetoae.

Rebuilding/lnfrastrurture

pariuni anw Bhnhuie paridng <»i M^ SL. eaatolish toadi^ and untoNWg a»i^

atnii^nd or toprow extaine surface par*^ »ith sunnwBttr nunuon and grem Inftastniau^

Sidmmte: Widen and impmw iidt»a^ add craaswalb and cmue • ^e and anract^

torpedutriwuAourtsu.

IftBIUeK Imnau watw/M»^ cap^Jty. rriocate poiaw ami communicaUon Una undergrottfd.

Ratuatoic QnaUiMl rctenUM »<u on pubfe and priwte property thru^hout the Tlbw Hirton amt

Phjjn Tree Branch waterahcd.

ri^ Imptemcni ben Boodixoitfng pracuces ta nnomaons and aifsiruoioit efforts,

auch as buihtei dewihw and UM of Hood reristant mauriab.

Pubfc amuitteK Construct puhBcamentUet such M xtdiyonal ountoorseattnfc rim proimiadc and

ItB-Ct ul Ttber Hudson and Valley

M«te watwthed^ Ciaoanict new rtorm <kaina» wd » upand aid mAitain ediUne ttt»m drains

provide mare access points u auwmfc RBiftta iNaenrtys.

• TratBtePrtnrictebtttortroUcrtranritsenfcManMalnStfWL

• Stntte&ute a mimpriestrtMardUcvde-fttend^antmiuneia and reduce nhl^

flood gate Conana * Ikxri eM«/da*n/»icnce 10 protect BBaiu Oty (ram pnapau Bhw onrfl^

A Environment

Waahm ptorttoF Bemom invasive plant ipecta and replace wuh natwe plants and vec.

Addnc aid bnprovint opu a»me: Redutti^ ematon, pnsene nature Itoodpbin and »^^

function^ tncrease exposure irfdreanu when poaiWe.

• Stormimttwma^Baiwit Establish aaairaebaautine d»ta tnordw to proper^ MtnApro^^

flunnwaler managemenL

: bicrtflae publc nareitttt or flood (rtUgation uffica and flood pnpucdoess.



8 Public
Workshops

8 Master Plan
Advisory Team
Meetings

Informal 'pop
up/ activities

Stakeholder
interviews



Interactive
ESRI Story
Maps
Surveys

Open-ended
comment
forms

600+ online
responses



Public draft available for comment for over 30 days (July 21 to Aug 28)
Nearly 450 comments collected on the public draft, through:
- An open-ended survey

A PDF commenting platform (Konveio)
~ At a virtual community meeting held on August 19

- At a special virtual meeting for Baltimore County residents held on August 24

Via emails sent to DPZ
- Via phone calls to DPZ

Appointed groups provided input- Historic Preservation Commission
(August 6th) and the Master Plan Advisory Team (August 26th)

12



Broad Ranae of Comments Collected

EC Safe and Sound flood mitigation

Spelling, grammar, formatting

Parking garages

Streetscape

Riverfront

Alternative transportation modes

Environmental stewardship

Recreational trails and experiences

Historic preservation

Public amenities and facilities

Courthouse

Regulations

Support for the plan

97 Flood protection - private sector

45 Economic development

34 Implementation

33
24
19
19
18

Lower Main

Plan scope

Planning process

COVID
Events

West End
Vision statement and goals

1^ Climate change
13 EIIicott Mills Gateway
13 Heritage area
12 Affordable housing

10
9
9
9
9
8
7
5
5
4
2
2
2
1

13
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Vision Statement

El/icoft C/t\\ df i d /ts n'atersbed, is a model, re silk nt commifHit}' that tbnr'es b\

protectni^ /ts people, com/^erce, biston, cnhnre and rmtnra] environwent', and b\
<•,_^ JL -L ^-'

enhtinnng /fs vibrant and ai{t}}€}]tic cbamcter.
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Goals -1 of 6

1. Protect residents, employees and visitors

Safer buildings, advanced warnings of flood threat/ clear access to high ground/

greater preparedness/ safer pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure
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Goals - 2 of 6

2. Manage water quantity and protect water quality

Broader awareness of the water's beauty and strength, national resiliency model/

resilient infrastructure, reduced flood impacts/ managed stream debris/ healthy

natural resources/ increased green space

17



Goals - 3 of 6

3. Plan for economic success

Variety of uses / diversity of businesses, new and existing business investment/

thriving small businesses and entrepreneurs, opportunities for business expansion
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Goals - 4 of 6
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4. Enhance the experience

Welcoming and attractive downtown, walkable destination/ more accessible

physical design, improved public amenities, places for people

19



Goals - 5 of 6

Preserve and promote the identity

Distinctive community, showcase for heritage, town setting/ steep terrain and river

valley, widespread appreciation for historic preservation/ celebrated past, present

and future

20



Goals - 6 of 6

6. Organize for success

Sustained focus on Ellicott City, flexibility to adapt to the unforeseen/ multi-

objective mindset/ new collaborations/ regional partnerships, ongoing and multi-

disciplinary partnerships
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What the Master Plan Contains

Policies and Implementing Actions Considerations (Non-Policy)
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Distinauishina Features of the Master Plan

The master plan is a flexible document:

- Menu of options

- Policies and goals that are designed to be adaptable

The master plan offers early design guidance:

- Early guidance for projects such as the lower main channel

- Not meant to represent the final design or only design option

- As elements of the flood mitigation plan come to fruition, the overall
comprehensive nature of the master plan—its goals, desired outcomes and

policies—can be looked upon for guidance
23



Plan Summary; AVJsioirfoi" the Future TEMPORARY LOT G: Stpeam DaylnWng, Flexible Parting.
Area, Gathering and OpEn Space r , .

LOT F AND BERNARD FORT HEfflUGE CBnHI:
"Green Cultural Trail,' Naturaltzsd Channel, Open Space
Enhancements, MUsd-Ute. North TUnnel Bflranca Area

WEST END EEHVICE:
Lona-ferm Plannlbg Opportunity

pifntBPropertif)

CUURTHOUSE AREA: Mted-UK,
Pedeslflan'Open SpaaConnecllons

LOTa:7ralConncajuns,
RBxnrpaitlngAim.
RlwrtrontAccsis

LOT*:PcdaslfBn
andBlcydi

Connections,
Parking

•Managunent

STREE7SUFE DIHAHCEMENTS
(PaBpsconrerto TUI Houc Rd):

Pedtstitm-FnEiriy, Historic ClBiactH:
ReslDait, EimiunineiiUl Site Des!(|n

WEST END (BW MlllE OfloTDllHoUM Rd):
SbreBlacapB fcnpfavsmente, Traffic Calfning,

Road MUnaUon, Slmam ClBuinel MatituimB

urTDrNaturatedCHmnsl.
Activated Channel, Mlffid-Use,
Gathering and Event Space

TBfflWUIXMfl) LDWBHnMN;
flood IWaa»»..OB«irStiace
EnhancemBnts,TBriace& Park
tlslulcbtapiBlaUon '.

Menu of
options

Domino effect
of changes in
one location

Resulting
opportunities
elsewhere



Illustrative Example

111.7 Riverfront

OPTION:
Construct a new bridge

140.210 Spaces,
3-4 Levels

Granite Hill

\
dedicated to pedestrians
and cyclists where the
trolley bridge once stood
as a direct extension
from the Trolley Line #9

Trail.

X'\J^ .1

€'/
WlUisJ

Adepts R?<

LEGEND

pl) Lirib Trees to Open Views
L6J Construction Access

[Q North TtnnelOutfall(LacaliDnTBD)
Bicyde/Pedeslrian Bndge

[EJ RivsrfrtKltParttwiyiPenneabte

Pawng and Goardwak

[fj ADA Ramp to Trofley Line iBS
[Q IntetsecttonlmpTDvemerts

CH) Grist MB Extenskm

25



140.210 Spaas,
MLewds

111.7 Riverfront

Integration of other
concepts, considerations

and recommendations...

A) Lmfa Trees to Open Views

6} Construction Access

0 North Timn<ilOutiyi{LocafonTBD»
DJl Bcyde/Pedeslrian Bndge

Rivsrffont Partt wfth Penneabte

Paving and Baaidwak

ADA Ramp to Trofley Lte #9

GJ Inteisectiort Improvemeaits

Grist MB Ddenskwi

26



Master Plan Frameworks

Community Character + Placemaking

Flood Mitigation

Environmental Stewardship

Economic Development

Transportation + Parking

Streetscapes

Riverfront

Lower Main

Upper Main

Ellicott Mills Gateway

West End

Courthouse Area

TOPIC-RELATED
PLAN FRAMEWORKS

3CIBER-UUDSON
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^-^ ?i;i;TAfest^ndl^-S.^—

'^ii^gg^^ii
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Community Character + Placemaking

Preservation Facilitation

Property Maintenance

Development Character and
Zoning

Scenic Roads

Public Realm Design, Amenities
and User Comforts

Public Art

Green Cultural Trail

Programming and Events

Should private property
owner desire to redevelop

jesto Consider in Overall Planning Context

Urban "Main Street" Pedestrian Experience Along Streetscape

Alternative "Green" Pedestrian Experience Linking Open Spaces/°Green Cultural Trail"



Flood Mitigation

EC Safe and Sound
Implementation

SWM Facility Design

Channel Maintenance and Debris
Management

Stream Restoration

Process for On-Going EC Safe and
Sound Implementation

Patapsco River Evaluation

Non-Structural Floodproofing

Flood Elevation Certificates

Public Education and
Awareness Campaign



Environmental Stewardship

Strategic Watershed Program

Forest Management

Stream Restoration

Soil Amendments

Stream Daylighting

ESD Practices and Green
Technologies

Dedicated Open Space and
Conservation Easements

Floodwaters

Conveyed by Nortti Tunnel

and Potential Culvert

Potential Naturalized

Channel Opportunity

Potential Diversion Culvert

to Create Opportunity for

Naturalized Channel

(See Policy 9.3,

Lot D: Option 1)

Potential Naturalized Channel Opportunity
/

Floodwaters Conveyed By North Tunnel/
Potential Culvert, (Creates Qpportunity
For Naturalized Channel Downstream By

Reducing Volume And Velocity Of Water)

^once^u^ry^t^N^h^n^'.

Patapsco

Rh/er

Most Roodwaters Diverted by North Tunnel

^aoSfr,•eet



Economic Development

Existing Business Support

Business Attraction and
Recruitment

Creative Spaces
Initiative

Mixed-Use New Construction and
Redevelopment

Community Brand Extension

Community Tourism and
Marketing Campaign



Transportation + Parking

Pedestrian Accessibility and
Safety

Sidewalk and Trail Connectivity

Bicycle Accommodations

Transit

Parking Management

Wayfinding System

Adaptability for the Future

* * ** "•-.'..'•
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On-Street Parking

(On Main Sfreet from Ellicotl
Mills Drtve to MDAve) i -»< ..«

.1 .-..- .•'

Best Opportunities to. - »• .

Increase Parking f Suitable \

for Structured Parking \ 'I'P'C'^fo" ._ /

"' ''^fc..'^^'
!we-*yalkinSL9s

Parta'ng Resource

Main Street
(Between Ellicoti Mills Drive and

Maryland Ave)

Maryland Avenue

LotA

Lot B

Lot C

Lot D

Lot E

Lot F

Temporary Lot G

Courthouse Lot

Total

Existing
Spaces (Total)

as

18

76

24

21

238

28

61

70

269

8SO'

X320 If Excluding the 70 Spaces in Lot G

•'&

Potential Areag for ^ "^^^Y >l' t^
* > '•'''e.Mfeiikina1*.'-'Reduced MrWng^ *

5 ...y// -''"
'Patapsco Rue



Geographic Areas
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Geographic Areas



Streetscape
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Streetscape

Drop-Offh-Pick-Up/
Valel/pelivery ;

Driving Lane
Utility Pole, typ.

Curb Bump-Out

Granite Curbs

Bollard, 6' on Center, typ.

Mountable Curb in Raised
Drop-OffZone

Driving Lane

Implementation BEFORE Safe and Sound Flood Mitigation

Drop-Off + Pick-Up/
Valet/ Delivery

-^.
"V

Utility Pole

Existing Curb Location

Fixed or Removable
Bollard, 6' On Center

Expanded
1 Sidewalk Area 9-10' Driving Lane 10-11'

Expanded North Side Sidewalk at Extended "Bumpouts"



Streetscape

^ •11': •

Drop-0ff+ Pick-Up/
:yale^Delfe»ery

Driving Lane

Driving Lane

Utility Pole, typ.

Curb Bump-Out

Granite Curbs

Bollard, 6' on Center, typ.

Mountable Curb in Raised
Drop-Off Zone

Drop-Off + Pick-Up/
Valet/Delivery

Implementation AFTER Safe and Sound Flood Mitigation

Drop-Oft + Pick-Up/
Val el/Delivery

Driving Lane

Driving Lane

Utility Pole, typ.

Curb Bump-Out

Granite Curbs

Bollard, 6' on Center, typ.

Mountable Curb In Raised
Drop-OffZone

Drop-Off + Pick-Up/
Valet/Delivery

Implementation AFTER Safe and Sound Flood Mitigation (Alternate)



Riverfront
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Riverfront

Patapsco River
Pedestrian and Bicycle
Crossing

Regional Trail Network

North Tunnel Outfall

EllicottCity Riverfront
Park

Lot B

Lot A

B&O Station Museum Hillside

•'») ® Ri»n1mnt Pak. RcAte UK
Space -for Parking wd EuCTts

® BoadmkOndook
© Bicycto/PBiteh'an Bridge

Oclla Rlucrfront Enhoflccmcnta

Gateway Enriancements
Limb Trees to Open Views

Ce) BSO Plna
TitoPark



Lower Main
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Lower Main

Nonstructural
Floodproofing
Channel Design

Tiber Park

B&O Plaza

County-Owned Lower Main Street
Buildings

Access to St. Paul
Street

St. Paul Placemaking

Lot C

TaracD ParV&Dcn Cuttural Trar

B&OPtea
Q MafyiandAtro Gathering Spec;

OickalStoclLunl
Ww ofTit/nrPaA wi? Eyoused Views Toifaraf i/» &SO asf/o/j Museum. FortlhKtrative Purwses Only

figBB MS; Bfcoff C«y BWs Eye Mm. Forauaraim ftjipnsss Only

PmposaaMDA.aCitart

yighcfGrouniffia^ti. j
:®Jnnto WCn^Cuhnmir

Nlat]Gn)ilndfct«.UaHBalt»r»
MaytandAnOali«k<]Spanf
D*d<atSt(tt«(L«w4-'

© ROTptriUaliitenai^Access
®-f!«K*bn &Ug< AtrtisiChanml

®NuhG™ntlfcre«ml._Bakan,/
OUdDff Amenity Area

.Tcrroco Parkr&Tcn Cultural Trat*

Mnr/tmdAiiiGatbcting Space/

OmlalSlltdtud

FiQWe 142 Lwef'Wtsv Rvsfffonf. For SSliisifQSve Pmposes Oa!y Figure 14T Elicctf Cify LovferMam Si/tf's Eye ViW For f/A/sfrafir& Puiposes Only
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Upper Main
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Upper Main

Lot E Enhancement

Tiber Branch Channel Armoring

Lot D Enhancement
Options

Former Post Office
Signature Use

^^M;^fe?-ilf • -IT"" "':"^^-'^.."msmM i.A^" •• - '.•^^,



Ellicott Mills Gateway Area
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Ellicott Mills Gateway Area
LEGEND

Bernard Fort Heritage
Center

Thomas Isaac Log Cabin Site

St. Luke AME Church Slope

Ellicott Mills Drop-Off Zone

North Tunnel Entrance Area

Lot F Options

Lot G Options

Naturalized Stream Channels

Double Loaded Parkinn Bays -

Loti,StaiBR«lalnlnBUUI
BUng Amiorad Opan Chanonl
EipMdadViiunhndBdwnmi
Moritago Contorand Man St

(D RsdDabimTigi Oflnnoction/
•GnoaCuHunlTraH-

© &paidcdaium Balaalinn;
Slomiwalcr Manaflcmcnt

©BusfAVDminI
HillndoAmpMhulw

® RifartBlActfuaFrontatieanPafklnoDwk

(D Appriu, North Tunnej Entrance Location Area
© EyptoreRdBfon!»h(]BchvnonPbtonti3l Parting Deck and

tterth Tunnel Bitrance
Oppoiully lot Nalirited Oamel/ Planting
PntaiW BJlldina Selinto Hillside to Maumm Open Soace
Park at Fels Lans Gateway

CG) »r«a for Part Span wAddltmnalPaikhg
PedesMan Conns ctofts/'GreanCulnjralTraU"

I Lot G
•^A. B"""":«tH,
S^''<OT"'%?^

"'^y^sy&i
'•'^^

Figure 16G. Lol F Opthn •? + Ess^ng Lot G

":f<

'^ii- ^y^-

W~^K^.
Figuw 187. Lo{ F and G Concep&isi Reftewk}putwt
Pramewsrfr
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West End

Frederick Road/Main
Street Streetscape

Property Maintenance

West End Community
Branding

WEST ^ EN D
MAKERS
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Hello/Good evening. I'm Dr. Tara Simpson, and I live in Ellicott City, but I'm speaking to you

this evening as the newly-elected President of Preservation Howard County, a two-decades old

non-profit committed to actively pursuing the protection and preservation of Howard County's

historical and cultural heritage, and increasing public awareness of the value of our non-

renewable resources such as heritage architecture and landscapes. (As I am new to this office
with PHC, I have included my contact information and that ofPHC in the written submitted

version of this testimony.)

Preservation Howard County (PHC) supports passage of CB61-2020, recognizing that the

Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan represents a long-range effort created over a period of years
through a community-driven vision for Historic Ellicott City and the Tiber Branch Watershed. It

is appropriate that the Master Plan to be incorporated into PlanHoward2030, as doing so will

help assure that, with proper County oversight, the plan is actually implemented in the coming

years. PHC applauds the fact that "character and placemaking" has been a cornerstone principle

of the Plan from its inception, helping to anchor its objectives of securing public safety,
protecting the unique built and natural environments of Old Ellicott City, and furthering

economic prosperity.

Our support for the bill, however, is notwithstanding a number of serious concerns regarding the
Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan, and some serious questions we hope the Council will

examine as it takes up this legislation. I wish to mention three of these here.

(1) We believe that the Council should acknowledge that the Plan, while thoughtfully elaborate
and wide-ranging as a set of guiding principles, is not comprehensive in any granular way, and
the overall lack of specifics that has been cited by the Historic Preservation Commission as a

point of ongoing concern means that close oversight of the Plan will be continuously needed.

Incorporation of the MP into PH2030 should not be seen by anyone as rubberstamp approval of

every element presently envisioned in The Plan. This is particularly important in that the Plan is

a largescale watershed development document placing a great deal of focus on matters adjacent

to, but not always clearly in support of historic preservation. For example, we are concerned that

focus on development at the Courthouse could potentially impinge upon and eclipse vital

preservation of the intimate scale that is essential to the Main Street experience, an experience

that could also be critically damaged by the pursuit of unnecessary demolition.

(2) We also wish to call the Council's attention to the fact that the Plan is envisioned to have a 20

year horizon, and to the extent that Plan Howard is projected to 2030, provision for the

continuance of the Master Plan beyond 2030 into whatever County plan succeeds PlanHoward
must be secured.

(3) Perhaps most important is this. A key element of the success of the plan is that is an adaptive

and dynamic one—it provides guidance for changes or opportunities that might arise, whether

due to engineering decisions, ongoing innovations in approach, or further public input related to
issues such as historic preservation. The Plan does not provide a fixed blueprint, nor should it.

PHC urges the council to recognize that incorporation of the Plan into Plan Howard should in no

way impair the vital flexibility that has made the Plan useful as a tool for guidance. It must not

become a static roadmap dictating every aspect of future development and enhancement ofOEC.



As you know, some aspects of the Plan are still subject to certification by the HPC; whereas the

plan presently assumes that the demolition of buildings will take place, the HPC will not issue
Certificates of Approval for demolition of buildings of Unusual Importance until such time as it
is demonstrated that all alternatives have been examined and exhausted. Just recently buildings

in the West End originally slated for demolition under the Plan have been removed from the

chopping block. Preservation Howard County supports every effort to carry out the Plan with the

minimum amount of demolition deemed absolutely necessary. Proposals to demolish structures

throughout the watershed, particularly on Lower IVIain and in the West End should only be

considered after all possible alternatives to preserve the structures—or parts of them—have been

exhausted.

Preservation Howard County holds that only with these caveats firmly in mind should the

Council move forward to pass CB61.

Thank you.



Patapsco Heritage Greenway November 16, 2020

Testimony to Howard County Council

Re: EC Watershed Master Plan 2020

My name is Kathy Younkin and I am representing Patapsco Heritage Greenway.

We support the Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan becoming part of Plan Howard
2030.
Various aspects of the plan align directly with PHG's goals such as:
—1. Communicating the importance of historic preservation and Increasing

awareness of the existing aids such as rehabilitative tax credits, guidelines and

technical assistance. And we agree with the new Conservation District Guidelines

for the West End to provide protections to retain the overall character of the area

while allowing flexibility and growth.
-2. We support the incorporation of public art into improvement projects. Art

could be designed to be instructional and increase awareness of historic resources,

natural features, and flood risks

"3. Connectivity of trails. We endorse the collaborative effort to make missing trail

connections happen. We support the concept of connecting old Ellicott City via

pedestrian trails to surrounding parkland.

-4. Stream monitoring. We applaud Howard EcoWork's successful and continuing

partnership with Howard County in the ongoing task of removing debris from

streams following storm damage. We appreciate the mention ofPHG's StreamWatch

program, inviting and training citizens to monitor nearby streams.

"5. We certainly agree to Publicizing that the community is an important part of the

"Patapsco Valley Heritage Area." PHG makes available MHAA resources for

businesses and organizations in our area in order to support their goals for the

community.

-6. We like the idea of the Green Cultural Trail, that would enhance historic and

cultural interpretation of the area.

We also agree with slowing Vehicle speeds, especially on the West End, and making

the town more walkable. The plan noted several dangerous, extra wide crossings

that need to be reconfigured, including the crossing at Oella Ave. and Main Street.

Trees. We approve the desire for additional trees where feasible in the entire area.

Finally, regarding the EC Safe and Sound flood mitigation plan, PHG is a consulting
member of the Section 106 process and we have submitted an 8-page report of

written comments and supporting photos. We thereby proposed creative

incorporation of some remnants of the four buildings' physical features to remind

the public of those buildings' purposes and resilience through so many years.

Many thanks to the County Council for hearing my comments.

Kathy Younkin
Columbia MD


