County Council of Howard County, Maryland
2021 Legistative Session Legislativeday # %
RESOLUTION No. 202021

Introduced by: Chairperson at the request of the County Executive

A RESOLUTION confirming the appointment of Dr. Cherron L. Blakely, to the Howard County

Commission for Veterans and Military Families,

By ordas

Introduced and read first ime on M, 2021,
Theo Wimberty, Acting Administrator to th@' Couneil
Read forasecond timeand a public hearing held on 26&/# " L, 2021,

By order,

Theo Wimberly, Acting Administrator to ttﬁ&q\t{ggmncil

This lutio esvas ead the third timeand was Adepted & Adopted withamendments__, Failed__, Withdrawn __ by the County Councit
on @a\, , 2021, . / &

Certified by, A

Theo Wimberly, Acting Admlmstmw{bmcif

NOTE: {{text in brackets]] indicates detetions from existing language; TEXTIN SMALL CAPITALS indicates additions to existing language.
Steike-out indicates material deleted by amendment; Underlinins indicates material added by amendment.
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WHEREAS, Section 404 of the Howard County Charter and Section 6.300 of the Howard
County Code provide for the County Executive to appoint and for the County Council to confirm

nominees to Howard County Boards and Commissions created by law; and

WHEREAS, Section 6.342 and Title 6, Subtitle 7 of the Howard County Code provide for

a Howard County Commission for Veterans and Military Families; and

WHEREAS, the County Executive has proposed the appointment of Dr. Cherron L.

Blakely, as a member of the Commission for Veterans and Military Families; and

WHEREAS, an amendment to Section 404 of the County Charter, effective on or about
December 3, 2020, shortened the term for members of most citizen boards and commissions from

five to three years, including the Commission for Veterans and Military Families; and

WHEREAS, the County Council ratifies the Ct)unty Executive's special trust and

confidence in the abilities of the nominee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Howard County,
Maryland this day of M A, 2021 that the following person is appointed as a
member of the Commission for Veterans and Military Families to serve from the passage of this

Resolution to March 1, 2024 or until a successor is appointed and confirmed:

Dr. Cherron L. Blakely
Columbia, MD
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Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 7pm — Council Public Heaving (VIRTUAL). Nominees are
REQUIRED to pariicipate and testify (up (o 3 minuies) onwhy they would like to serve,

Nominee Statement: Dr. Cherron L. Blakely

Good day to the chair and members of the Howard County Commission for Veterans and
Military families. | am Cherron Blakely, a resident of Howard County for 9 years, a U.S. Army
Veteran, and career federal employee.

| was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland before enlisting in the U.S. Army in 1992. | served
for several years, as an enlisted soldier, stationed in Seoul, Korea and Fort Hood, Texas. |
attended college on a U.S. Army ROTC scholarship through the Green-to-Gold program and
later returned to active duty as a commissioned officer. | served as a Medical Service Corps
Officer for seven years while stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, and the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center before leaving active duty in 2006. After military service, | continued to serve Veterans
by working at various VA Medical Centers and the VA Central Office in Washington, DC. |
currently work as an Associate Director in the Center for Devices and Radiolegical Health at the
Food & Drug Administration {FDA). My lifelong public service is the reason that | appear before
you today to ask to serve the Veterans and Military Families of Howard County.

In that spirit, | thank you for the opportunity to testify before the Commission.

My past experience of active duty service and later both an employee and patient of the
Veterans Health Administration (VHA) has afforded me an expanded network of military service
members and Veterans in Maryland and around the globe. | would like to serve the Veterans and
Military Families of Howard County through disseminating key information, participating in
events that impact our Veterans and Military Families, represent, and communicate on the
behalf of our Howard County contingent to the extent that | can aide in helping to meet their
heeds.

| humbly ask the Commission to accept my nomination to serve our County's Veterans and
Military Families.

To close, | would fike 1o reiterate my lifelong service to the Public and our Federal Government
and my willingness to leverage my experience and expanded network to assist with meeting the
needs and provide information to our residents. Thank you for your time, attention, and
consideration.
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Sayers, Margery

From: Greg Jjolissaint <Greg.Jolissaint@trinity-health.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 7:12 PM

To: Sayers, Margery

Cc: Pruim, Kimberly, Terry, Lisa B.

Subject: Testimony for Dr. Cherron Blakely

Importance: High

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if
you know the sender.]

Ms. Sayers,

My apologies — | am watching tonight's County Council meeting, but | was not aware of the "sign-up to testify
24 hrs in advance” requirement.

Dr. Cherron Blakely is a candidate to serve as a Commissioner for the Howard County Commission for
Veterans and Military Families — as the Commission Chair, | strongly recommend the council approve this
nominationi

Greg

J. Greg Jolissaint, wo
Colonel, Medical Corps, US Army (Retired)
Commissioner and Chair
Howard County Commission for Veterans and Military Families

Mobile Number: 757-965-0145
Email: gregjolissaint@gmail.com

Howard County Commission on
Veterans an
Military Families

i

Confidentiality Notice:

This e-mail, including any attachments is the property of Trinity Health and is intended for the sole use of the intended
recipient{s}). It may contain information that is privileged and confidential. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or
distribution is prohibited. iIf you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message, and reply to the sender
regarding the error in a separate email.




Sayers, Margery

From: Lula <cherron.blakely@gmail.com>

Sent;: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 7:10 PM

To: CouncilMail

Subject: Testimony of Dr. Cherron L. Blakely

Attachments: Dr_Cherron_Blakely HCCVMF_Nominee_Statement_02162021FINAL. pdf

[Note; This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if you know the
sender.]

Attached please find my written testimony given this evening.

Best,
Cherron

Dr. Cherron “Lu” Blakely
Sent from my MacBook Air
cherron.blakely@gmail.com




Tuesday, February 16, 2021 af 7pm — Council Public Heairing (VIRTUAL). Nominees are
REQUIRED to parficipate and lestify (up to 3 minutes) on why they would like to serve.

Nominee Statement: Dr. Cherron L. Blakely

Good evening chair and members of the Howard County Council. | am Cherron
Blakely, a resident of Howard County (District 4) for 9 years, a U.S. Army
Veteran, and a career federal employee.

| was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland before enlisting in the U.S. Army in
1992. | served for several years, as an enlisted soldier, stationed in Seoul, Korea
and Fort Hood, Texas. | attended college on a U.S. Army ROTC scholarship
through the Green-to-Gold program and later returned to active duty as a
commissioned officer. | served as a Medical Service Corps Officer for seven years
while stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, and the Walter Reed Army Medical Center
before leaving active duty in 2006. After military service, | continued to serve
Veterans by working at various VA Medical Centers and the VA Central Office in
Washington, DC. | currently work as an Associate Director in the Center for
Devices and Radiological Health at the Food & Drug Administration (FDA). My
lifelong public service is the reason that | appear before you today to ask to
serve the Veterans and Military Families of Howard County.

In that spirit, | thank you for the opportunity to testify before the Council.

My past experience of active duty service and later both an employee and patient
of the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) has afforded me an expanded
network of military service members and Veterans in Maryland and around the
globe. | would like to serve the Veterans and Military Families of Howard County
through disseminating key information, participating in events that impact our
Veterans and Military Families, represent, and communicate on behalf of our
Howard County contingent to the extent that | can aide in helping to meet their
needs.

| humbly ask the Commission to accept my nomination to serve our County's
Veterans and Military Families.



To close, | would like to reiterate my lifelong service to the Public and our
Federal Government and my willingness to leverage my experience and expanded
network to assist with meeting the needs and provide information to our residents.
Thank you for your time, attention, and consideration.



%@«4.. . The Howard County Executive reposes special trust and confidence in the
gbility and character of Dr, Cherron L. Blakely; and

%}eg@d by its Resolution No, CR20.2021 dated March 1, 2021 the County
Council did advise and consent to this appointment.

- Yow ﬁi&l‘%ﬂ% by virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 6.300 of the Howard
County Code and Section 404 of the Howard County Charter, I hereby appoint

Dr. Cherron L. Blakely

A Member of the
Howard County Commission for Veterans &

Military Families

This APPOINTMENT shall become effective
as of March 1, 2021 and shall extend to March 1, 2024.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have set my hand
and affixed the seal of Howasd County, Maryland,
on this 1% day of March 2021.
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Calvin Ball
Howard County Executive




