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AN ACT amending the Howard County Code to require all Howard County officials involved in 

the Maryland Public Information Act request process seek a formal review by the Howard 

County Office of Law before declaring any documents, emails, or materials as privileged; 

and generally relating Maryland Public Information Act requests.   
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1 

Section 1.  Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard 1 

County Code is amended as follows:  2 

By adding a new: 3 

Title 22.  “General Provisions” 4 

Subtitle 11. “Maryland Public Information Act – Withholding of Records.” 5 

 6 

HOWARD COUNTY CODE 7 

 8 

Title 22 – General Provisions 9 

 10 

  11 

SEC. 22.1100. MARYLAND PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT – WITHHOLDING OF RECORDS. 12 

BEFORE WITHHOLDING A PUBLIC RECORD, OR PART OF A PUBLIC RECORD, UNDER THE MARYLAND 13 

PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT, SECTIONS 4-101 ET SEQ. OF THE GENERAL PROVISIONS ARTICLE OF 14 

THE ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND, A CUSTODIAN SHALL CONSULT WITH THE OFFICE OF LAW 15 

ABOUT THE PUBLIC RECORD FOR ADVICE ON WHETHER THERE IS A LEGAL BASIS TO WITHHOLD THE 16 

PUBLIC RECORD, IN PART OR IN ITS ENTIRETY.  17 

 18 

Section 2.  And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, 19 

Maryland, that this Act shall become effective 61 days after its enactment. 20 


