
Maria Angelica Vargas comes to HCEDA with extensive international business experience having 
uniquely worked in all three sectors at a leadership level– corporate, government, and civil society. She 
has worked at C-level as CFO of a government Ministry; Owner/Principal in business and as a Director in 
a major philanthropic foundation. She has successfully assisted companies to identify, negotiate and 
build long term international partnerships. She has also advised companies on their financial, marketing, 
and human capital development strategies. She has supported companies in improving their operational 
standards to obtain international certifications and secured US, EU and other international best 
practices accreditations in USA, India and Latin America. 

Maria Angelica has served for the last seven years, as the Director for Economic Development of The 
Nabha Foundation a leading Indian philanthropic foundation founded by a global business family. She 
successfully launched commercially viable sustainable and scalable models for the economic 
development of the region. Previously, she has worked for the Maryland Department of Commerce, 
Office of International Investment and Trade, with direct responsibilities to develop and implement 
policies and programs to increase commercial opportunities in the Latin America region, and supporting 
the teams in China, India, Japan, Taiwan and South Africa. In her native Paraguay, she has served as 
Chief Financial Officer in the National Secretariat of Tourism of Paraguay, and worked as Director for 
Import and Exports in three of the largest Paraguayan import/export corporations conducting business 
on five continents. 

Maria Angelica has been a regular participant at the World Economic Forum in Davos for Global Fortune 
500 companies, and their meetings in New Delhi and Casablanca. Maria Angelica has a Master’s of 
Public Administration Degree. 
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