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Introduced by: The Chairperson at the request of the County Executive

AN ACT for purposes of the property tax credit for real property owned by certain disabled law
enforcement officers or rescue workers, amending the definition of disabled law
enforcement officer or rescue worker; and generally relating to the property tax credit for

real property owned by certain law enforcement officers or rescue workers.
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Section 1. Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard

County Code is amended as follows:

By amending
Title 20, Taxes, Charges, and Fees
Subsection-teg-of Section 20.1194. Credit for disabled law enforcement officer or rescue

worker or surviving spouse of fallen law enforcement officers or rescue workers.

Title 20. Taxes, Charges, and Fees.
Subtitle 1. Real Property Tax; Administration, Credits, and Enforcement.

Part Il. Statewide Tax Credits.

Section 20.119A. Credit for disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker or surviving
spouse of fallen law enforcement officers or rescue workers.
(a) Definitions. In this section the following words have the meanings indicated:
(1) (i) Disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker means an individual who:
1. Has been found to be permanently and totally disabled by an administrative body
or court of competent jurisdiction authorized to make such a determination; and
2. Became disabled:

a. As aresult of or in the course of employment as a law enforcement officer or

ity;-or CORRECTIONAL OFFICER FOR ANY COUNTY OR

CITY IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND OR THE STATE OF MARYLAND: OR

b. While in active service of a career or volunteer fire, rescue, or emergency

Gl '-‘ \/ A

iy~ MEDICAL SERVICE OF ANY COUNTY OR CITY IN

THE STATE OF MARYLAND OR THE STATE OF MARYLAND.

(ii) Disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker does not include an individual
whose disability is the result of:

1. The individual's own willful misconduct or abuse of alcohol or drugs; or
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2. An occupational disease that did not result from an accidental injury within the
meaning of those terms under the Maryland Workers Compensation Act.
(2) (1) Dwelling means real property that:
1. Is the legal residence of a surviving spouse or disabled law enforcement officer or
rescue worker; and
2. Is occupied by not more than two families.
(ii) Dwelling includes the lot or curtilage and structures necessary to use the real property
as a residence.
(3) Fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker means an individual who dies:
(i) As aresult of or in the course of employment as a law enforcement ofﬂcer or
correctional officer; or
(ii) While in the active service of a fire, rescue, or emergency medical service, unless the
death was a result of the individual's own willful misconduct or abuse of alcohol or
drugs.
(4) Jurisdiction with reciprocity means a jurisdiction in the State of Maryland that offers a
similar credit to a Howard County disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker.
(5) Surviving spouse means a surviving spouse, who has not remarried, of a fallen law

enforcement officer or rescue worker.

(b) Credit. In accordance with section 9-210 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of

Maryland, an owner of real property may receive a property tax credit under this section against the

County property tax imposed on a dwelling if the owner is a disabled law enforcement officer or rescue

worker or the surviving spouse of a fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker and:

(1) The dwelling was owned by:

(i) The disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker at the time the law enforcement

officer or rescue worker was adjudged to be permanently and totally disabled: or

(i1) the fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker at the time of the fallen law

enforcement officer or rescue worker's death:

(2) (1) The disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker, fallen law enforcement officer or

rescue worker or the surviving spouse was domiciled in the State as of the date of the fallen law

enforcement officer or rescue worker's death or the disabled law enforcement officer or rescue
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worker's disability; and:

(ii) The dwelling was acquired by the disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker or

surviving spouse within two years of the date the disabled law enforcement officer or rescue

worker was adjudged to be permanently and totally disabled or the fallen law enforcement

officer or rescue worker's death: or

(3) The dwelling was acquired after the surviving spouse or disabled law enforcement officer or

rescue worker qualified for a credit for a former dwelling under item (B)(1) or (B}(2) of this

subsection, to the extent of the previous credit.

(c) Amount of Credit. The amount of the tax credit is equal to 100 percent of the County property

tax imposed on the dwelling Up TO $6.000.
(d) Term of Credit.

H-The tax credit continues until the surviving spouse remarries or until the disabled law

enforcement officer or rescue worker is no longer permanently and totally disabled as

determined by an administrative body or court of competent jurisdiction authorized to make

such a determination. Additional applications are not required.

(e) Application. A surviving spouse or disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker:

(1) Is eligible for the tax credit beginning in the first taxable year after the date of the:

(1) Fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker's death: or

(i1) Disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker's disability: and

(2) Shall apply for the tax credit on or before September 30 in the taxable vear for which the credit

is requested to begin.

(f) Administration.

(1) The Director of Finance shall develop an application form and establish procedures to

administer the tax credit established in this section.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (d) of this section, the Director of Finance may require an

individual who receives a tax credit under this section to provide evidence of continued

eligibility for the credit.
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Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that

this Act shall become effective 61 days after its enactment.
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Amendment 1 to Council Bill No. 33-2023

BY: The Chairperson at the request Legislative Day 9
of the County Executive Date: July 31, 2023

Amendment No. 1

(This amendment:

1. Provides that individuals who became disabled in the course of employment with a City
or a State law enforcement agency or while in active service of a City or State career or
volunteer fire, rescue or emergency medical service are included in the definition of
disabled law enforcement officer.

2. Adds a $6,000 cap for the amount of credit to be issued.

3. Removes certain obsolete language. )

On page 1, in line 6, strike “Subsection (a) of”.

On page 1, strike lines 21 and 22 and substitute:

“CORRECTIONAL OFFICER FOR ANY COUNTY OR CITY IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND OR THE STATE OF

MARYLAND: OR ™.

On page 1, strike lines 24 and 25 and substitute:

“MEDICAL SERVICE OF ANY COUNTY OR CITY IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND OR THE STATE OF

MARYLAND.”.

On page 2, in line 47, insert:
“(b) Credit. In accordance with section 9-210 of the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of

Maryland, an owner of real property may receive a property tax credit under this section against the

County property tax imposed on a dwelling if the owner is a disabled law enforcement officer or rescue

worker or the surviving spouse of a fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker and:

(1) The dwelling was owned by:

(1) _The disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker at the time the law enforcement

officer or rescue worker was adjudged to be permanently and totally disabled; or

(i1) the fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker at the time of the fallen law
1

am cb33 final july 27



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

enforcement officer or rescue worker's death:

(2) (i) The disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker. fallen law enforcement officer or

rescue worker or the surviving spouse was domiciled in the State as of the date of the fallen law

enforcement officer or rescue worker's death or the disabled law enforcement officer or rescue

worker's disability: and:

(i1) The dwelling was acquired by the disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker or

surviving spouse within two vears of the date the disabled law enforcement officer or rescue

worker was adjudged to be permanently and totally disabled or the fallen law enforcement

officer or rescue worker's death: or

(3) The dwelling was acquired after the surviving spouse or disabled law enforcement officer or

rescue worker qualified for a credit for a former dwelling under item (B)(1) or (B)(2) of this

subsection, to the extent of the previous credit.

(c) Amount of Credit. The amount of the tax credit is equal to 100 percent of the County property

tax imposed on the dwelling UP TO $6.000.
(d) Term of Credit.

£D-The tax credit continues until the surviving spouse remarries or until the disabled law

enforcement officer or rescue worker is no longer permanently and totally disabled as

determined by an administrative body or court of competent jurisdiction authorized to make

such a determination. Additional applications are not required.

(e) Application. A surviving spouse or disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker:

(1) Is eligible for the tax credit beginning in the first taxable vear after the date of the:

(1) Fallen law enforcement officer or rescue worker's death; or

(i1) Disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker's disability: and

(2) Shall apply for the tax credit on or before September 30 in the taxable vear for which the credit

is requested to begin.

() Administration.

(1) The Director of Finance shall develop an application form and establish procedures to

administer the tax credit established in this section.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (d) of this section, the Director of Finance may require an

individual who receives a tax credit under this section to provide evidence of continued

eligibility for the credit.

am cb33 final july 27
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oward County

Internal Memorandum

SUBJECT-- Testimony for CB__-2023

To: Brandee Ganz
Chief Administrative Officer

From: Rafiu O. Ighilﬁ
Director of Finance

The purpose of this legislation is to amend the definition of disabled law enforcement officer or

rescue worker by adding Baltimore County to the current definition. The effect of this change is
that a disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker may have become disabled as result of
employment in Baltimore County.

Our local property tax revenues may decrease due to more taxpayers becoming eligible however
we are unable to determine the fiscal impact. The amount of the decrease depends on the
assessed value of the residential property that is eligible for the property tax credit. We do not
have reliable information currently to determine the fiscal impact, but we are averaging
approximately $4,062 for Tax Year 2023 (Fiscal Year 2023/2024) for those already receiving
this tax credit.

Cc: Jennifer Sager
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Section 1. Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland, that the Howard

County Code is amended as follows.

By amending
Title 20, Taxes, Charges, and Fees
Subsection (a) of Section 20.119A. Credit for disabled law enfgrcement officer or rescue

worker or surviving spouse of fallen law enforcemepyf officers or rescue workers.

Section 20.119A. Credit for disabled law enforce officer or rescue worker or surviving

spouse of fallen law enforcement officers or re workers.
(a) Definitions. In this section the following wor@s have the meanings indicated:
(1) (i) Disabled law enforcement officer or k cue worker means an individual who:
1. Has been found to be permanently and totally disabled by an administrative body
or court of competent jurisdicifon authorized to make such a determination; and
2. Became disabled:
a. As aresult of or in the gourse of employment as a law enforcement officer or
cotrectional officer faf Howard [[County]]JCOUNTY, BALTIMORE COUNTY, or a

jurisdiction with regjprocity; or

yice of a career or volunteer fire, rescue, or emergency
medical service v | oward [[County]]COUNTY, BALTIMORE COUNTY, or a
jurisdiction wit ‘ eciprocity.
(i) Disabled law enforce nt officer or rescue worker does not include an individual
whose disability is esult of:
1. The individual's vn willful misconduct or abuse of alcohol or drugs; or
2. An occupationa ‘ lisease that did not result from an accidental injury within the

meaning of tho ’ terms under the Maryland Workers Compensation Act.

1



31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

49

Section 2. And Be It Furthe
this Act shall become effecti

(2) (i) Dwelling means real property that:

ed law enforcement officer or

1. Isthe legal residence of a surviving spouse or di
rescue worker; and
2. Is occupied by not more than two families

(i1) Dwelling includes the lot or curtilage and stryi ures necessary to use the real property

as a residence.
(3) Fallen law enforcement officer or rescue wogker means an individual who dies:

(i) As aresult of or in the course of emplg¥yment as a law enforcement officer or

correctional officer; or
(ii) While in the active service of a firg, rescue, or emergency medical service, unless the

death was a result of the individgal's own willful misconduct or abuse of alcohol or

drugs.
(4) Jurisdiction with reciprocity meghs a jurisdiction in the State of Maryland that offers a
similar credit to a Howard Coy iy disabled law enforcement officer or rescue worker.

(5) Surviving spouse means a iving spouse, who has not remarried, of a fallen law

enforcement officer or resgile worker.

acted by the County Council of Howard County, Maryland that

561 days after its enactment.






BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, havm een approved by the Executive and returned to the Council, stands enacted on

EUSH 2 ,2023
b
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Michelle Harrod, Admmlstratm to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been passed by the yeas and nays of two-thirds of the members of the Council notwithstanding the
objections of the Executive, stands enacted on , 2023,

Michelle Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having received neither the approval nor the disapproval of the Executive within ten days of its
presentation, stands enacted on , 2023,

Michelle Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, not having been considered on final reading within the time required by Charter, stands failed for want of
consideration on , 2023,

Michelle Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been disapproved by the Executive and having failed on passage upon consideration by the
Council stands failed on , 2023,

Michelle Harrod, Administrator to the County Council

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, the withdrawal of which received a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Council, is withdrawn
from further consideration on ,2023.

Michelle Harrod, Administrator to the County Council





