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Amendment 1 to Amendment 53 

 

(This amendment specifies that the 2018 Land Development Regulations Assessment is not 

classified as a functional plan in Amendment 53.) 
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Substitute the attached page IMP-7 of Amendment 53 with the attached IMP-7 attached to this 2 

Amendment to Amendment. 3 

   4 



 
 
 

County’s lIbrary of plans 
The General Plan is part of a library of documents prepared by the County to guide future growth, development, 
and conservation efforts. The General Plan offers the broadest policy guidance, while other plans, programs, 
and regulations delve into specifics. HoCo By Design policies and actions include guidelines for the 
functional implementation plans, which should be incorporated as each plan is updated. Please note this list of 
plans is not exhaustive of all functional plans which that may implement HoCo By Design; the 2018 Land 
Development Regulations Assessment is not classified as a functional plan. 

 

Capital Improvement Program 

The County’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) establishes a guide for future financial decision-making, 
annual budgeting, and the coordination of major public investments in the County’s infrastructure. The CIP is 
intended to reflect the requirements of the General Plan and supporting master plans for Howard County’s 
schools, public facilities, water and sewer needs, solid waste removal, human services, education, libraries, police 
and fire services, and parks and recreation. 

 

Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance 

Howard County’s Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO) provides a growth management process to 
enable the County to provide adequate public roads, schools, and other facilities in a timely manner and achieve 
General Plan growth objectives. The process is designed to direct growth to areas where adequate 
infrastructure exists and/or pace growth to allow for requisite infrastructure. 

 

Zoning Regulations 

The County’s Zoning Regulations implement recommendations in the General Plan using detailed 
definitions, rules, and standards. The regulations divide the County into various zoning districts, each of 
which has certain requirements that govern the development and use of land within the district. 

 
Subdivision and Land Development Regulations 

The County’s Subdivision and Land Development Regulations establish rules and requirements for the 
subdivision and development of land. They include standards for the design and layout of streets, blocks, lots, 
open space, utilities, and easements. Final subdivision plans and site development plans prepared under 
the subdivision regulations establish the exact location and boundaries for streets, lots, and open space in a 
new development. The subdivision regulations also include design guidelines and requirements for the 
protection of environmental features and forest resources. 

 
Historic District Guidelines 

The County’s historic district guidelines establish standards for construction, alteration, reconstruction, 
moving, and demolition of structures within the County’s designated historic districts. The guidelines aim to 
preserve the heritage of the County by safeguarding structures and districts that contain important cultural, 
economic, environmental, archaeological, social, political, or architectural significance to increase property 
values in these areas and promote the use of historic resources by County residents. 

 

Master Plan for Water and Sewerage 
 

The County’s Master Plan for Water and Sewerage provides standards 
and regulations to assist in the planning, design, and construction of 
the facilities needed to meet water and sewer demand and capacity for 
a 25-year timeframe. The document’s goal is to further the health and 
welfare of those living in Howard County through the supply of water 
and sewer facilities to accommodate future growth. A framework for 
scheduling and prioritizing projects is provided in the master plan. 

 
Green Infrastructure Network Plan 

The County’s Green Infrastructure Network Plan defines a network 
of the most ecologically significant natural areas in Howard County. 
The plan sets implementation priorities to protect and enhance 
the network by integrating consideration of the network in County 
planning processes and providing incentives for private stewardship. 

 
Land Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plan 

The County’s Land Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plan provides a 
comprehensive framework for the creation of a parks and recreation 
system: amenities, programs, health and wellness events, resiliency 
measures for both natural and human systems, environmental and 
ecological health initiatives, and cultural and historic heritage actions. 
The plan recommends open space requirements for private property, 
prioritizes acquisition of lands targeted for parks and trails, improves 
bike and trail connections, and creates stronger connections to open 
shared spaces and schools in Howard County. 

 
Transit Development Plan 

The Howard County Transit Development Plan (TDP) is a five-year plan 
to guide the management of existing transit service, organizational 
improvements, customer service, and service expansion. The 2018 TDP 
focused on service and frequency expansions, supported by a transit 
budget of $16 million in FY 2022, of which Howard County funds 75%. 
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