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Good morning, 
A ached is my tes mony from last evening’s hearing.  

Thank you, 
Sheri Fox 
Howard County Police Department 
Administrator  |  Animal Control Divison 
8576 Davis Road, Columbia, MD, 21045 
410.313.2786 |  sfox@howardcountymd.gov 



County Council Testimony for CB58-2024 

October 21, 2024 

Good evening, my name is Sheri Fox, and I am the Administrator of 

Howard County Animal Control. This testimony is in support of CB58-

2024, requesting amendment of the process for the issuance and appeal 

of citations for violation of Animal Control provisions of the County Code. 

We are requesting this change to allow citation appeals to be heard 

before the Animal Matters Hearing Board (AMHB) and District Court. 

This change would allow us to take the appeals before the AMHB which 

would have several benefits: 

1. Appeals before the AMHB would result in cases being heard and 

handled more expeditiously. Under the proposal, a citation is 

written, and the defendant would have 15 days to appeal in writing. 

Once appealed, the case would be added to the next month’s AMHB 

hearing. This would result in a hearing within 45-60 days of the 

date of the citation.  Citations not paid or appealed in that 15-day 

window, are forwarded to the OOL and Finance for follow-up and 

collection. Currently, citations appealed to District Court have a 

similar timeline, but the citations not paid and not appealed have a 

much longer timeline. The current process is 15 days to appeal, if 

not paid or appealed, a 35-day demand letter is sent.  After that 

date passes and no payment is received, it is another three to four 

weeks to get a court date in District Court. Currently Animal 

Control Officers must attend District Court to testify even when 

there has been no appeal and the defendant has not shown up, 

which brings me to point #2. 

2. There are only 5 Animal Control Officers and one Supervising 

Animal Control Officer for Howard County. With our current system 

of appeals through District Court, our officers are scheduled 



multiple times per month for court, which pulls them from the 

road. This can cause staffing issues at times. With the proposed 

change, Animal Control Officers will be scheduled for AMHB one 

evening a month, which will not affect our day-to-day operations.  

3. Having appealed citations heard one evening a month may be 

more convenient to citizens who work, as they can avoid taking 

time off to attend District Court during the day.  

4. This proposed change will also alleviate strain on the Court’s 

docket. In Y23, 107 cases were heard in District Court. In Y24, 59 

cases were heard in District Court.  

5. In Y23, 30 citations were appealed. In Y24, 13 were appealed by 

the defendant.  AMHB is equipped to handle this type of volume 

and had done so for many years prior to the change in law in 2021 

requiring the appeals be heard at District Court. 

6. Appeals before the AMHB will place cases before a board of 

seven people very well versed in the Animal Control provisions in 

the Howard County Code. This system served Animal Control and 

the citizens of Howard County well for decades prior to the change 

in law in 2021 which removed their authority to hear appealed 

citations.  

7. Lastly, the amended Section 4-406(b) of the Courts and Judicial 

Proceeding Article allows for concurrent jurisdiction between our 

AMHB and District Court. Our intention is to use AMHB for future 

appeals, but the option of using District Court would remain viable 

in the event of unforeseen circumstances with the AMHB.  

For all of the aforementioned reasons, I respectfully request CB58-

2024 be passed. Thank you. 
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