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Support for Council Bill 18-2025 - Transit-Oriented Development 

March 17, 2025 

 
Bridges to Housing Stability supports CB 18-2025 for two reasons.  
 

First, any new housing in Howard County would be welcome. Nearly 18 months ago, the Council 

approved housing allocations in the General Plan that included targets for 340 units of affordable housing 
each year – both rentals and homes for sale. Unfortunately, the required subsequent steps have not yet 

been completed, including the review of our Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance and, most critically, 

comprehensive rezoning. With a Council election coming upon us in 2026, rezoning looks to be stalled 

until at least 2027.  
 

In the meantime, our community is desperate for more housing. We know that Council members hear 

regularly from constituents who struggle with rising rents and home prices. The County’s housing 
shortage is responsible for a large part of their pain. So, we support the provision in CB18 to streamline 

approvals for residential projects in the small number of TOD-zoned districts. TOD zoning requires a 

minimum of 20 units per acre, and the only feasible way to meet that requirement is through multifamily 

structures – in other words, condos and apartments, which have a minimal impact on our schools. The 
school system’s planning tools show that in a new multifamily development with 100 apartments, our 

schools would have to absorb only about 10 additional students.  

 
The second reason for our support of CB 18 is that our County needs more housing for people with 

disabilities. It’s estimated that nearly 8% of County households have at least one member with a 

disability. That percentage will almost certainly rise as more residents age into the “Older Adult” 
category. CB 18 seeks to address the shortage of disability housing by including a tax incentive for 

projects that include DIHU – or disability income housing units. For those who aren’t aware, DIHU units 

are reserved for households that have a disability and earn below 20% of area median income. For a 

single-person household, that means about $18,000 in annual income. For a two-person household, it’s 
about $20,000. The rents for DIHU units currently range from about $500 to $750 per month, depending 

on the unit’s size. Note that these rents are affordable for households that are trying to survive on Social 

Security Disability income. However, with rents so low, landowners and developers won’t include DIHU 
homes in their projects unless they receive incentives to do so. As proof of that statement, we note that 

there is only 1 DIHU in Howard County today. Therefore, we strongly support the bill’s provision to 

create incentives for including DIHU homes in transit-oriented projects.  

 
We encourage the Council to pass CB 18-2025 so that more TOD development efforts can move forward 

quickly, to chip away at our housing shortage and provide more housing for our neighbors with 

disabilities who earn low income. Thank you.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dana M. Sohr 

Deputy Director 
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From: Harry Burrell <hburrell007@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 3:51 PM
To: Anderson, Isaiah; Hicks, John
Subject: Fwd: FW: 3 min Testify -Statement

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[Note: This email originated from outside of the organization. Please only click on links or attachments if 
you know the sender.] 

Please disregard my previous email and use this  speech statement. Thank you 
 Harry 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Harry Burrell <hburrell@cphcorp.com> 
Date: Mon, Mar 17, 2025, 3:48 PM 
Subject: FW: 3 min Testify -Statement 
To: Harry Burrell <Hburrell007@gmail.com> 

Harry Burrell, AIA, NCARB, RA 

DESIGN STUDIO PRINCIPAL 

hburrell@cphcorp.com

o 301.918.2662 x 6807

c 410-591-7506

BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
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From: Harry Burrell  
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 3:43 PM 
To: Harry Burrell <Hburrell007@gmail.com> 
Subject: 3 min Testify -Statement  

  

  

  

Good evening, Council Members, and staff. My name is Harry Burrell. I live at 
4365 Centennial Lane Ellicott City. First and foremost, I would like to thank you 
for your time and for accepting my appointment to the Howard County 
Commission Board. As an architect with a wealth of experience, and strong 
passion for architecture and design who has worked in major cities such as 
Baltimore City and Washington DC, it is a pleasure to bring back my wealth of 
knowledge and I am ready to support the leaders of this organization in their 
commitment to their continue development and beautification initiatives that 
Howard County ‘s historic charm has to offer. Once again, I thank you for time 
and consideration, and I'm looking forward to meeting everyone. 

  

  

  

  

  

Harry Burrell, NCARB, AIA, RA 

Design Studio Principal 

  

hburrelll@cphcorp.com 

O: 407.322.6841 – X 6807 

C: 410-591-7506 
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BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES TOGETHER 
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