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Commission Creation and Charge  

The Howard County Flag Commission was established by County Executive Calvin Ball on January 
22, 2024, by Executive Order 2024-01.  

Adopted in 1968, the Howard County Flag is more than 50 years old. The Commission’s charge was 
to undertake a process that would result in recommendations for an updated and modernized 
Howard County flag design. 

Specifically, the Commission was directed to: 

1. Solicit designs from the public through a website portal; 
2. Conduct one or more public hearings on the design of a new Howard County Flag; 
3. Recommend criteria to be used to evaluate submissions; 
4. Based on the recommended criteria, select up to 10 submissions for additional public 

review; 
5. Establish a process by which the public may vote on the submissions selected by the 

Commission for additional public review in order to narrow the number of submissions 
to the top five; and 

6. Select three of the five publicly-voted submissions to present to the County Executive. 

Section 909 of the Howard County Charter empowers the Howard County Council to alter the 
Howard County flag. Adoption of a new Howard County flag ultimately requires the legislative 
approval of the Howard County Council.  

Commission Members 

In accordance with Executive Order 2024-01, the Howard County Flag Commission was comprised 
of the following voting representatives, including at least one resident from each of the County’s 
councilmanic districts: 

1. Four Howard County residents, as recommended by members of the County Council – Kate 
Kuc (District 1), Rashida George (District 2), Pearl Atkinson-Stewart (District 3), Chelsea 
Bork (District 4) 

2. Executive Director of the Howard County Lynching Truth and Reconciliation, inc., or their 
designee – Marlena Jareaux  

3. Archivist of the Columbia Association, or their designee – Erin Berry 
4. Two representatives of the Howard County Historical Society, including the Executive 

Director, or their designee – Mark Stout, Ellen Flynn Giles 
5. Representative of the African American Community Roundtable of Howard County –  

Dr. Tracey Williams 
6. Executive Director of the Howard County Arts Council, or their designee – Coleen West, 

Commission Chair* 
7. Representative of the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) commission – Lanlan Xu 
8. Representative of the LGBTQIA+ commission – Beck Seckler 
9. Representative of La Alianza Latina commission – Katherine Canales 
10. President & CEO of the Howard County Library System, or their designee – Carol Murray  

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/EO%202024-01.pdf
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11. President & CEO of the Howard County Chamber of Commerce, or their designee – 
Annmarie Bilger 

12. Executive Director of Howard County Tourism Council, Inc., or their designee – Amanda Hof 
13. President of the Howard County Farm Bureau, or their designee – Barb Glenn (District 5) 
14. President of Howard Community College, or their designee – Stephanie Wall 
15. A representative of the faith community, as selected by the County Executive –  

Jonathan Alexander  

* The Executive Order further names the Executive Director of the Howard County Arts Council as 
the Chair of the Commission.  

Brian Shepter, Deputy Chief of Staff to County Executive Calvin Ball, provided principal staff 
support to the Commission.  

The Commission and its members’ tenures expire on June 1, 2025. 

Current Howard County Flag  

In 1968, Howard County's official flag was 
chosen from among forty entries in a 
contest sponsored by The Central Maryland 
News. This winning entry was submitted by 
Jean O. Hannon (Mrs. Phillip A.) of Howard 
County and described as "a red and white design 
which incorporates part of the Maryland flag." 
Added to this, on the first quarterly, a sheaf of 
wheat in gold symbolizes the agricultural heritage 
of the County (the Ellicott and Carroll families 
were responsible for the agricultural change from 
tobacco to wheat which affected the entire 
county). In the fourth quarterly a green outline of the county is set in a triangle of gold symbolizing 
the unique position of Howard in the future development of the eastern seaboard. 

Judges for the contest included the three County Commissioners, Harry T. Murphy, Alva S. 
Baker and Charles E. Miller; the two Circuit Court judges, James Macgill and T. Hunt Mayfield; 
the Superintendent of Schools, John E. Yingling; and the three legislators, Senator James Clark, 
Del. Hugh Burgess and Del. Edwin Warfield. The flag was presented to the Howard 
County Commissioners on September 19, 1968 and was raised on the flagpole in front of the 
Court House by Commissioner Murphy. 

Commission Meetings 

The Howard County Flag Commission met 13 times in 13 months to invite public input, deliberate, 
and advance this process. This included a public hearing on flag designs held on September 30, 
2024. All meetings were held in hybrid format, both in-person at the George Howard Building, 3430 
Courthouse Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043 and virtually via Webex. Meeting materials and process 
information were primarily shared via the Flag Commission webpage on the Howard County 
government website. 

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/flag
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/
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Links to agendas and meeting video recordings are provided below.  

Commission Meeting #1 - February 6, 
2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes(video) 

 
Commission Meeting #2 - March 5, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes(video) 

 
Commission Meeting #3 - March 19, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes(video) 

 
Commission Meeting #4 - April 16, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video)  

 
Commission Meeting #5 - April 30, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video) 

 
Commission Meeting #6 - June 25, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video) 

 
Commission Meeting #7 - July 31, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video) 

 

Commission Meeting #8 - September 16, 
2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video) 

 
Commission Meeting #9 - Public Hearing - 
September 30, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video) 

 
Commission Meeting #10 - Work Session 
1 - October 17, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video)  

 
Commission Meeting #11 - Work Session 
2 - October 21, 2024 

• Agenda 
• Minutes (video)  

 
Commission Meeting #12 - January 28, 
2025  

• Agenda 
• Minutes  (video) 

 
Commission Meeting #13 - February 25, 
2025  

• Agenda 
• Minutes  (video) 

 
 

Referenced Material and Models 

In order to inform its design review, the Commission considered the following sources: 

• North American Vexillological Association (NAVA)  
• "Good" Flag, "Bad" Flag by Ted Kaye 

This guide offers the following five principles for flag design.*  
1. Keep It Simple 
2. Use Meaningful Symbolism 
3. Use 2 or 3 Basic Colors 
4. No Lettering or Seals 
5. Be Distinctive or Be Related 

 
*Of course there are exceptions to every rule, but depart from these five 
principles only with caution and purpose.  

 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/02.06.24%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0AGuXFeeTk
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/03.05.24%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda.pdf
https://youtu.be/AueN4wCpn40
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/03.19.24%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda.pdf
https://youtu.be/YiAjtzxK2_Y
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-04/04.16.24%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FAQppRoiB6AQ&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7C346abe59d95c4bed46a708dc63938cd2%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638494732566899270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QEtHr4TE0ZsUIbCvKAah9ITuIlW8wgpduyPr9iUgj%2FY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/04.30.24%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda.docx
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fe9th8UUPNQY&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7C40a4a55ea4f94ee50e9f08dc6de81baf%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638506090858862240%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nyYmO%2BGTOnZu8kWid3FdCChG2RlJBn8wcRfNQ5%2BseQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-06/Sixth%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda_0.docx
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F_73UepGxXsY&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7Cea01d095797241c6743a08dc9b55f1c2%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638556040624580976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xyE%2FuXFQFe7wNhdREw4R9QEjdI7ZHCJ4SGnKL0wybf8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Seventh%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%207.31.24_0.pdf
https://youtu.be/mwtZKUuXf_8
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/09.16.24%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%20%20%281%29.pdf
https://youtu.be/CnolhImuBwY
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-09/Public%20Hearing%20-%20Nineth%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%209.30.24.pdf
https://howardcounty.granicus.com/player/clip/5904?redirect=true
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/Work%20Session%20-%20Tenth%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%2010.17.24_0.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FO4MZDN4j3ek%3Fsi%3DvbhpnNj_Ic7aYvFZ&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7C96eaed67eacb4a98b1d908dcf850ffe0%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638658273990368866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pE9MidTywehjaomrdYA9hhvZpQS6JxzDlN4Si8harbw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/Work%20Session%20-%20Eleventh%20Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%2010.21.24_0.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F1BRydpLhjnU&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7C9ae9cb8b2259481097f408dcf838f972%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638658170791893287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zvHhJuwXvg%2BZ2m6ftA3oO8oZ%2FaqYRLTW%2F8NpoSddHwY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%20Meeting%20%2312.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F2O6gAsbyUts&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7C0836489a99694aedf30f08dd4489ed3b%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638742081360423356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HKxVfcSX%2FugTAmlEXnauqRxEUAS5HzdVi%2B4kLKQiAaE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%20Meeting%20%2313.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/Flag%20Commission%20Agenda%20Meeting%20%2313.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FkieFT9PaPY0&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7C60f232678f694721a83108dd56869486%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638761858187185618%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dfemqyPQdqp3PotkAvLblIHcQHKiBdr3PUT7q3xGHN4%3D&reserved=0
https://nava.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=622278
https://nava.org/good-flag-bad-flag
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The Commission Chair reported to the full body in the April 16, 2024, public meeting to have had a 
meeting with NAVA on April 8, 2024, and that there were free resources they had available to us 
which included design review, a coaching session, and personnel for the creation of vector files, 
etc. Upon the request of the full Commission, Mr. Ted Kaye joined the Commission live for the 
Commission’s April 30, 2024, meeting to answer questions and offer additional guidance regarding 
the Commission’s process. 

Among other guidance, Mr. Kaye advised that, to ensure a functional and high-quality flag, the 
County Executive should enlist a professional flag designer for the final design and select colors 
from among the standard set of colors manufactured by flag fabric mills.  

Additionally, the Commission considered the following recent flag design competitions for models 
of how to conduct a successful process. 

• Frederick County, Maryland  
• State of Minnesota 
• City of Duluth, Minnesota 
• State of Utah 

Design Guidelines and Criteria 

In an effort to provide direction to interested individuals, the Commission adopted flag design 
guidelines and criteria prior to its design solicitation. These guidelines and criteria established the 
requirements for the public solicitation and design eligibility review.  

The Commission determined that it would accept designs only from individuals that had a 
connection to Howard County and to conduct the design review process with anonymity as to the 
designer.  

Designs were deemed ineligible if they:  

• Were generated by Artificial Intelligence (AI). 
• Contained religious symbols, depictions of violence, gang, or sexually-related material, 

nudity, profanity, or political images or themes. 
• Were construed as hateful, defamatory or discriminatory. 
• Were incomplete or submitted after the deadline. 
• Had references to alcohol, drugs, illicit or illegal activities. 

Additionally, an evaluation table was adopted to help inform Commissioners’ individual review of 
designs received. The evaluation table (page 5) incorporates elements form “Good” Flag, “Bad” 
Flag.  

Design Solicitation 

The Commission and County Office of Public Information utilized press releases, social media, 
email lists, the Ball Bulletin, flyers and word-of-mouth to advertise the Commission’s processes 
and invite public participation. Examples of promotional materials are attached as Appendix A. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fe9th8UUPNQY&data=05%7C02%7Cmperez%40howardcountymd.gov%7C40a4a55ea4f94ee50e9f08dc6de81baf%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C638506090858862240%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nyYmO%2BGTOnZu8kWid3FdCChG2RlJBn8wcRfNQ5%2BseQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://frederickcountymd.gov/8518/120699/Frederick-County-275-Flag-Redesign-Conte?activeLiveTab=widgets
https://www3.mnhs.org/serc
https://duluthmn.gov/duluthflagproject/
https://flag.utah.gov/
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/Howard%20County%20Flag%20Design%20Guidelines%20and%20Criteria%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/Howard%20County%20Flag%20Design%20Guidelines%20and%20Criteria%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-03/Howard%20County%20Flag%20Design%20Guidelines%20and%20Criteria%20FINAL.pdf
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The Commission solicited the public for flag design submissions using a Howard County 
government-hosted online portal. The portal was open for 90 days from April 1, 2024, to June 30, 
2024. 

Participants in the design process were permitted to submit up to three (3) designs for Commission 
consideration.  

Among other things, the Commission’s process required: 

• Contact information for the individual who designed the flag (name, address, phone 
number, email, and age). If designer was under 18 years of age, their parent or legal 
guardian’s contact information was required.  

• A written description (250 words or less) explaining the design and color choices in the 
flag, their enduring appeal, what they symbolize, and how they represent Howard 
County. 

• A brief statement (100 words or less) on Participant’s connection (live, work or play) to 
Howard County. 
 

The Commission received a total of 209 designs from 102 individuals. Each submission was 
assigned a numerical value to maintain the anonymity of the designer.  

Design Eligibility Review  

In order to determine the eligibility of the 209 designs received, the Commission decided at its June 
17, 2024, meeting to have staff assigned to the Commission review all submissions against the 
Design Guidelines and Criteria, noting issues that required further deliberation. A subcommittee 
was formed to review the staff findings and make recommendations to the full Commission. 

In an effort to preserve the anonymity of designers, staff removed any information linking a design 
or submission to an individual prior to review by Commission members. The subcommittee met on 
July 12 and July 15, 2024, and their report was given to the full Commission in the July 31, 2024, 
meeting. 

The Commission determined submissions to be ineligible for a variety of reasons, including: 

• Insufficient “live, work, play” connection to Howard County in narrative provided by the 
participant; 

• Unoriginal art; 
• Inadequate design description; 
• Duplicate submissions, exceeding three (3) designs per participant; 
• Disclosure of participant’s name in the design or design description.  

Eligibility recommendations from the Subcommittee to the Commission are available here.  

Final eligibility determinations of the Commission are available here.  

The Commission determined that 184 designs from 89 individuals were eligible to proceed for 
further consideration.  

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Flag%20Commission%20Eligibility%20Review%20Subcommittee%20Recommendations%207.15.24.pdf
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-08/Flag%20Commission%20Eligibility%20Review%20Decisions%207.31.24.pdf
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All eligible designs were made available for public review here. Materials were created to promote 
the hearing, with requests that Commissioners share them with their networks. Examples of 
promotional materials are attached as Appendix A. 

Public Hearing 

A recommended hearing protocols subcommittee was formed, and a virtual meeting of that 
subcommittee occurred on August 19, 2024. Their recommended public hearing protocols were 
presented to the full Commission for consideration at its September 16, 2024, virtual meeting. The 
registration for public testimony went live on the Commission’s webpage on September 19, 2024. 
The Commission hosted a public hearing in the Howard County Council chambers on the eligible 
flag designs on September 30, 2024 at 6:00pm. Commissioners were strongly encouraged to 
participate in person. Nine members of the public provided oral testimony on the designs 
submitted. Their testimony may be viewed here.  

Written testimony on the 184 eligible designs was also accepted through October 2, 2024. All 
written testimony received is available here.  

Top 10 Designs 

Following the public hearing, the Commission met for work sessions on October 17 and October 
21, 2024 in order to determine 10 designs that would receive additional public input via an online  
portal hosted on the Howard County government website that collected design rankings and 
comments from the public. At the conclusion of the October 17, 2024, session, the Commission 
had selected 31 designs for further consideration. The purpose of the October 21, 2024, session 
was to reduce the number of designs to 10. The following 10 designs and accompanying 
descriptions were approved by vote of the Commission for further public feedback. The designs are 
presented in order of their design entry number, not by any vote or preference. 

Entry 6 – CS0049471C      Description 

From my perspective, when Howard County is at its 
best, it is a place of education, progress, and 
responsible stewardship of the environment. I 
constructed this flag to represent our ethos of 
knowledge and enlightenment while paying homage 
to our agricultural foundations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/hocogov/albums/72177720318695669/with/53848607369
https://howardcounty.granicus.com/player/clip/5904?redirect=true
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2024-10/Flag%20Design%20Written%20Comments%20Received%20Through%2010.2.24.pdf
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Entry 11 – CS0049468A 

The flag adopts an asymmetric minimalist design 
that separates itself from the rigid lines seen in many 
flags prior, creating a distinctive modern appearance 
while still being representative of Howard County's 
heritage. The fluid curves of the wheat plants are 
golden yellow, symbolizing enduring agriculture and 
the richness of life seen in Howard County. The 
curved wheat plants appeared to be swept by winds, 
yet enduring much like the county's ideals, and their 
position mimicked the letters "H" and "C," the initials 
of Howard County. On closer inspection, the kernels 
on the wheat heads are not perfectly uniform, 
symbolizing individuals of all kinds, uniquely different 
but still collectively united. The deep green 
represents farmlands and lush greenery, an essential 
selling point of Howard County, and the navy blue 
symbolizes the Eastern seaboard, alluding to the 
county's potential development and the sky, where 
community members are connected under and 
noting the many blue-ribbon schools, placing an 
importance on education in Howard County. The 
earthy colors highlight the importance of the 
environment to Howard County's roots, which are 
ever-present while striving for improvement in 
generations to come, fostering a sense of connection 
and unity among the residents. 

Entry 25 – CS0049458B 

When I think of Howard County, a county my family 
has lived in for decades, the peaceful green spaces 
and farmland is the first thing that comes to mind. In 
this design, I wanted to spotlight this attractive 
feature of the county. Green, is used, of course, as 
well as curves to convey the hilly, open pastures and 
prominent grassy areas. 

Separate “green spaces” are depicted to highlight 
three things that the County is known for and that 
many residents love about living here: (1) the active 
farms producing crops (represented by the wheat 
symbol), (2) the wildlife that is still very present even 
in well-populated, residential areas (represented by 
the deer), and (3) the beautiful flora in our wooded 
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areas and grasslands (represented by the County’s 
official flower, Queen Anne’s Lace. (Note: The wheat 
spike contains 21 kernels as a nod to Howard County 
being Maryland’s 21st county.) 

Despite all of the nature around us, we also have to 
be proud of the growth in the county over the years in 
relation to urban development. The buildings in front 
of an expansive, blue sky represent the growing 
population and modern, booming business areas, 
like Columbia. A silhouette of the County’s official 
bird, the American Goldfinch, is flying high along the 
skyline to convey that despite the modernization of 
the area, humans are still coexisting peacefully with 
the abundant wildlife. 

Entry 71 – CS00493942A 

Out of my three submissions, this flag feels like 
Howard County the most to me. 

The arrows symbolize Howard County's 
progressiveness and how it always strives to move 
forward in making improvements within its 
community. 

The wheat represents Howard County's agricultural 
roots, which is also the same symbol in HoCo's 
government branding. 

The green symbolizes Howard County's dedication to 
preserving their forests and habitats, while the blue 
represents the Patuxent and Patapsco rivers. 

Entry 89 – CS0049366B 

This design shows wheat in green and light blue water 
on a dark blue background. This design is simple and 
shows these two symbols which are well associated 
with Howard County. The wheat represents 
agriculture and how it has always been a core part of 
Howard County. The water represents the Patapsco 
and Patuxent rivers which are important aspects of 
the county since Howard County lies in the 
watersheds of these two rivers. This design 
symbolizes the important features of Howard County 
which its people connect to and cherish. 
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Flag Entry 106 - CS0049253A 

For this flag design, the forest green background 
represents the lush green landscape and farmlands 
of Howard County, while the gold and white of the 
central logo harkens back to the same colors found in 
the Maryland flag. The decision to use gold as the 
primary color within the central logo is to symbolize 
the affluence and prosperity of Howard County, 
which continues to be one of the wealthiest and well-
educated counties in all of the United States. Within 
the central logo are two main elements of wheat and 
lace. The three golden wheat stalks represent the 
harmony, wisdom and understanding found within 
the community, while harkening back to the original 
Howard County Seal (which included a shock of 
wheat to portray the county’s long-standing 
agricultural heritage). The white circular lace border 
is a simplified representation of the county’s flower, 
the Queen Anne’s Lace, whose flowers bloom and 
radiate from their center in a lacy pattern. 

Flag Entry 115 - CS0049124B 

Design 2 reflects the diversity and inclusion of 
Howard County’s natural and human resources – an 
historically proud and future-oriented central 
Maryland community. It represents an evolving 
agricultural past blended with an optimistic cultural, 
environmental, and economic future which is 
cosmopolitan, vibrant, and thriving. Unique yet 
unified. 

Three shapes and colors: 

The Arch: represents both the historical past of 
Howard County (Thomas Viaduct) and its dynamic 
future (the Chrysalis) — a new hub of culture, the 
arts, education, and commercial enterprise 

The Stripes: represent Howard County’s historical 
and contemporary abundance of agricultural and 
natural resources — farms, fields, fairways 

The Circle: represents the boundless energy of the 
sun empowering a diverse community with a view 
toward the horizon, a bright and optimistic future 
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Blue: represents the optimism of endless skies, the 
hope of a bright future, the abundance of natural and 
recreational resources — lakes, rivers, waterways 

Green: represents the planned preservation and 
utilization of the natural environment, the continuing 
investment in a thriving agriculture economy, and the 
promise of growing a culturally appreciative 
community — as seen through the iconic Chrysalis — 
where everyone is welcome 

Gold: represents the sun’s energy for thriving farms 
and fields, the optimism of a culturally diverse 
community – and a primary color from the Maryland 
flag as a location anchor for Howard County 

Flag Entry 123 - CS0049012 

My flag is titled: the history and future of our beloved 
county. The top right is based off of the coat of arms 
of John Eager Howard, who the county is named 
after. The stars represent the space missions which 
have been designed, built, and operated by JHU/APL, 
the county’s largest employer. The three lines in the 
flag represent significant pieces of Howard County’s 
history and geography. First, the three lines represent 
the County’s major rivers: Patapsco, Deep Run, and 
Patuxent rivers. They also represent the rich history of 
railroads in the County. America’s first railroad 
terminal was built in Howard County, the B&O 
railroad’s first tracks connected Baltimore with 
Ellicott Mills, and the Underground Railroad was 
particularly active in Howard County. Finally, the lines 
contained within the flag represent the fact that John 
Eager Howard was colonel in the Maryland Line 
regiment, in the Continental Army. George 
Washington gave Maryland it’s (sic) nickname (The 
Old-Line State) after commanding the Maryland Line 
regiment. Lastly, the colors (also the colors of the 
Maryland flag) represent: the blood of the soldiers 
who served in the Maryland Line Regiment (red); 
golden wheat - the agricultural history of the County, 
which was one of the first to switch from tobacco to 
wheat crops (gold/yellow); the hope of peaceful 
prosperity in the future (white); a remembrance and 
honoring of those who sought to escape enslavement 
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via the underground railroad through Howard County 
(black). 

Flag Entry 173 - CS0045083 

The background of the flag is a rich green symbolizing 
the gently rolling hills covering the majority of the 
county. The blue in the top right and bottom left 
corners represents the Patapsco and Patuxent rivers, 
respectively, which border the county to the 
northeast and southwest. The graphics in the middle 
are yellow in color signifying the happiness of the 
county’s residents. On the left is a stalk of wheat 
representing the county’s agricultural origins. On the 
right is an oak branch representing the county’s 
strength and endurance through periods of change 
and growth. Between the two are five abstractly-
designed individuals holding hands, representing the 
five county districts that make up our community. 
The individuals form the shape of a star, symbolizing 
that it is the members of the community that guide 
the county’s growth and development. 

Flag Entry 177 - CS0044977A 

Howard County is the geographic center of Maryland. 
Blue lines represent the rivers that create/define its 
borders: Patapsco and Patuxent. Option 1 shows the 
movement of the County’s borders. Option 2 
straightens the lines for a bolder look.  

Yellow represents/matches the the (sic) flags of the 
State of Maryland and City of Baltimore (located to 
the Northeast); Also a nod to the original use of 
yellow wheat on the existing flag. 

Red matches the current Howard County Flag and 
represents the flags of the State of Maryland and 
Washington DC (located to the South), emphasizing 
Howard County as a regionally important location 
between Baltimore and DC. 

A star symbolizes positivity, happiness, and hope – all 
things that Howard County represents. 

The star has 5 points and is both large and prominent 
emphasizing strength, growth, its central location 
(surrounded by 5 counties), position of importance 
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and a leader within the State; and to act as a regional 
guide. 

The star is green representing Howard County’s 
commitment to preserving nature, and its 
commitment to health and civility. 

This flag design is a symbol that represents the 
County, showcasing its history, location, energy, 
vibrancy, and its future. 

Public Vote 

A draft design of the public poll was circulated to the full Commission, and recommendations for 
minor improvements were made to County staff which were incorporated into the final poll design. 
The top 10 designs were posted for public review here. The Commission accepted public votes on 
the 10 remaining designs via a web-based platform for 60 days from November 13, 2024, to January 
12, 2025. Each design was posted with its accompanying design description. The personal narrative 
of the participant’s connection to Howard County was not displayed. 

Voters were instructed to rank all ten designs from one (1) to ten (10), with 1 being the best design 
and 10 being the least desired design. Each voter had to apply only one rank value to each design. 
All designs had to be ranked in order to submit. And no two designs could share the same ranking. 
Each individual was instructed to submit only one vote. In total, 1258 votes were received.  

Staff reviewed the raw vote data to identify any duplicates. Ten votes were determined to have been 
cast by the same individual twice. The latter of the individual’s two votes was removed from the 
tally, leaving 1248 total votes received. Comments were also received from the public during the 
vote period, and they can be found here. 

In accordance with the Executive Order, the Commission was required to determine the top five 
vote earners and from among the top five, recommend three designs to the County Executive. 

Staff analyzed the votes received using two methodologies: cumulative point and ranked choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/hocogov/albums/72177720321478817/
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/Additional%20Public%20Comment%20-%20Public%20Vote%201.28.25_0.pdf
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Cumulative Point Methodology 

In the cumulative point analysis, each design’s rank value, as assigned by all voters, was simply 
totaled. The lowest scoring design represented the highest total rank. The highest cumulative point 
value represented the lowest overall rank.  

Under the Cumulative Point Methodology, the ten designs ranked as follows: 

 

With this methodology, the public’s rankings of their #1 through #5 designs were presented 
graphically by staff to the full Commission as follows: 
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Ranked Choice Methodology 

The ranked choice voting methodology is more complex. This method sought to represent the most 
preferred designs across all votes received by tabulating all “1” (top) rankings for each design and 
eliminating the design that received the lowest number of “1” ratings. For each design that is 
eliminated, that voter’s preference is redistributed in that their next highest ranked design, which 
became a “1” rating. This exercise was repeated through six total rounds until only 5 designs (the 
Commission’s target) remained. The results were manually calculated by staff and verified using 
ChatGPT. 
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Under the Ranked Choice Methodology, the public’s top five designs were as follows: 

 

Among the five designs that were eliminated using the ranked choice voting process, their ranking 
was: 

6. Entry 115-eliminated in Round Five 
7. Entry 6- eliminated in Round Four 
8. Entry 177- eliminated in Round Three 
9. Entry 173- eliminated in Round Two 
10. Entry 89- eliminated in Round One 

The Commission deliberated over the merits of the two methodologies in its January 28, 2025, 
meeting and ultimately voted to accept the Cumulative Point Methodology as its basis for 
determining the Top 5 vote earners. 
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Top 5 Vote Earners 

Utilizing the Cumulative Point Methodology, the Top 5 vote earners were as follows, shown from 
highest rank to lowest: 
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Final Recommendations – 3 Designs 

In accordance with the Executive Order, the Commission discussed the Top 5 vote earners and the 
majority voted to recommend the top 3 public vote earners as calculated using the cumulative 
methodology to the County Executive for consideration as the next Howard County Flag. Those 
three designs and the designers’ descriptions are: 

Entry 71 – CS00493942A 

 

Designer’s Description: 

Out of my three submissions, this flag feels like Howard County the most to me. 

The arrows symbolize Howard County's progressiveness and how it always strives to move forward 
in making improvements within its community. 

The wheat represents Howard County's agricultural roots, which is also the same symbol in HoCo's 
government branding. 

The green symbolizes Howard County's dedication to preserving their forests and habitats, while 
the blue represents the Patuxent and Patapsco rivers. 
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Flag Entry 123 - CS0049012 

 

Designer’s Description: 

My flag is titled: the history and future of our beloved county. The top right is based off of the coat of 
arms of John Eager Howard, who the county is named after. The stars represent the space missions 
which have been designed, built, and operated by JHU/APL, the county’s largest employer. The 
three lines in the flag represent significant pieces of Howard County’s history and geography. First, 
the three lines represent the County’s major rivers: Patapsco, Deep Run, and Patuxent rivers. They 
also represent the rich history of railroads in the County. America’s first railroad terminal was built 
in Howard County, the B&O railroad’s first tracks connected Baltimore with Ellicott Mills, and the 
Underground Railroad was particularly active in Howard County. Finally, the lines contained within 
the flag represent the fact that John Eager Howard was colonel in the Maryland Line regiment, in the 
Continental Army. George Washington gave Maryland it’s (sic) nickname (The Old-Line State) after 
commanding the Maryland Line regiment. Lastly, the colors (also the colors of the Maryland flag) 
represent: the blood of the soldiers who served in the Maryland Line Regiment (red); golden wheat - 
the agricultural history of the County, which was one of the first to switch from tobacco to wheat 
crops (gold/yellow); the hope of peaceful prosperity in the future (white); a remembrance and 
honoring of those who sought to escape enslavement via the underground railroad through Howard 
County (black). 
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Flag Entry 115 - CS0049124B 

 

Designer’s Description: 

This design [edited] reflects the diversity and inclusion of Howard County’s natural and human 
resources – an historically proud and future-oriented central Maryland community. It represents an 
evolving agricultural past blended with an optimistic cultural, environmental, and economic future 
which is cosmopolitan, vibrant, and thriving. Unique yet unified. 

Three shapes and colors: 

The Arch: represents both the historical past of Howard County (Thomas Viaduct) and its dynamic 
future (the Chrysalis) — a new hub of culture, the arts, education, and commercial enterprise 

The Stripes: represent Howard County’s historical and contemporary abundance of agricultural and 
natural resources — farms, fields, fairways 

The Circle: represents the boundless energy of the sun empowering a diverse community with a 
view toward the horizon, a bright and optimistic future 

Blue: represents the optimism of endless skies, the hope of a bright future, the abundance of 
natural and recreational resources — lakes, rivers, waterways 

Green: represents the planned preservation and utilization of the natural environment, the 
continuing investment in a thriving agriculture economy, and the promise of growing a culturally 
appreciative community — as seen through the iconic Chrysalis — where everyone is welcome 
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Gold: represents the sun’s energy for thriving farms and fields, the optimism of a culturally diverse 
community – and a primary color from the Maryland flag as a location anchor for Howard County 

Final Report for County Executive 

The Executive Order required submission of a final Commission report by February 7, 2025, 
however, the Commission required additional time to prepare the final report.  

A draft final report was created by the Commission Chair and staff, and distributed to the full 
Commission. It was also posted to the Commission’s website for the public’s view.  Instructions 
were provided for Commissioners to individually provide specific language they wanted to see 
included or removed. They were instructed to share their comments and edits in track changes with 
the Chair and staff no later than Wednesday, February 19, 2025, to provide sufficient time to 
incorporate all Commissioners’ thoughts for final consideration and recirculated to the 
Commission prior to their final public meeting. 

During the final public meeting of the Commission on February 25, 2025, the draft report was 
reviewed and this final report was approved, as modified. 
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APPENDIX A: 

Examples of Promotional Materials 
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Design solicitation flyer – English 
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Design solicitation flyer – Hindi 
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Design solicitation flyer – Korean 
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Design solicitation flyer – Spanish 
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Design solicitation flyer – Chinese (Simplified) 
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Design solicitation flyer – Chinese (Traditional) 
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Web version of design solicitation flyer 
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Web version of design solicitation flyer 
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Web version announcing design submissions received 



Final Report | Howard County Flag Commission | February 25, 2025 

32 
 

 

Public hearing flyer 
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Web version of public hearing flyer 
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Facebook post promoting public voting on flag designs 
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Facebook post promoting public voting on flag designs 


