
To:  Howard County Council 

From: Barbara K. Lawson 

Re:  Howard County Flag 

Date:  April 20, 2025 

Over a year ago the county began the process of considering a new flag, which 
would represent our history, convey who are now, and speak to the future we 
envision.  It is and was a bold undertaking with over one-hundred and eighty-four 
(184) eligible submissions, which were narrowed to ten (10) by the Howard
County Flag Commission - no small task.  Of the ten finalists a particularly
colorful and optimistic representation submitted by Esen Paradiso of Columbia
Creative Services emerged as the winner of a very competitive process.

I first met Esen Paradiso in 1990 when I was President and CEO of the Columbia 
Foundation (now the Community Foundation of Howard County). Over my nearly 
twenty-year tenure with the Foundation, I worked with Esen on marketing 
strategies, but none more important than branding and securing the identity of 
the Foundation with a recognizable image, which reflected our mission of serving 
the community. The bright red logo survives to this day, and through a name 
change, and still speaks to the important connection between the non-profit, 
business and governmental community, as well as the essential work of human 
service, arts, and educational organizations of Howard County. 

When I look at the work of the three finalists, I find a value in each one, but I am 
struck by Esen’s representation because it does depart from traditional colors 
and mold.  It uniquely and boldly communicates what is essential to our county’s 
past, present and future.  It is not an easy task to capture what defines Howard 
County, but we are grounded in our agricultural past, our progressive 
development, our optimism, and certainly our “can-do” identity.  We tackle 
challenges head on, we welcome new folks and businesses, we honor our land 
and those that continue to put food on our table.  We are a bold people, and an 
optimistic people, which is needed more today than ever.  Esen’s vision for the 
Howard County flag greets our future, which stands on the foundation of the 
current moment and our notable history. Therefore, I urge you to support the 
legislation making this winning flag a reality for Howard County.   
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Flag Commission Comments to Councilperson Rigby 

From Pearline Atkinson-Stewart 

March 27, 2024 

I appreciate the opportunity you gave me to represent the District. 

Calvin Ball has selected his favorite Top Howard County Flag Design. 

Now the Council will make the final decision.  

Many in the community have expressed disappointment on social media of his selection. I 
want to be clear that the Commissioners did not unanimously vote for the final three 
designs, especially this selected design, due to a controversy regarding the winners under 
the cumulative calculation method instead of the universally accepted Ranking Method. 
The diƯerent methods bring diƯerent results. Please review the calculation Public Poll 
Results Charts in the Flag Commission Report. The method used altered the final top 
winners. Ironically, the controversy was about the design that Calvin selected as his 
favorite. You should be aware that the majority and highest Public Poll vote was for the 
design created by a 22-year-old female from Owen Brown, as determined by both 
calculation methods.  

There was no doubt that this design received the highest number of Public Poll Votes. 

The design selected by Calvin received the least number of Public Poll Votes, and some 
COMMISSIONERS HAD QUESTIONED THE STAFF FOR CALCULATING A QUESTIONABLE 
WINNER. I regret that it caused questionable processing by staƯ who were the only people 
that knew the names of the designers. The design selected by Ball belongs to a person who 
has been politically connected due to her aƯiliations with the well-known Columbia Flyer. 
Perhaps this is just a coincidence, but the visual impact caused many negative reactions 
on social media. This is not a negative reflection upon the designer, who is known to be an 
honorable person in our community. THIS IS ABOUT NOT FOLLOWING THE PROCESS. 

I am concerned about the process and stated it at our last meeting along with others, as a 
recorded record of my dissatisfaction. 

I suggest that you especially review the last two recorded meetings and the entire Report of 
the Flag Commission to be informed of our discussions. 

There were several things that I felt were not fully followed. Called scheduled meetings did 
not meet the Public Information Meeting Act because no public notice was given. This is 
also recorded and is public information.  
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There are other questionable process incidents and if you would like to meet and discuss 
this further, please let me know. It is my duty as your representative to provide you with as 
much information as possible to make an informed decision at the Council hearings in the 
future. 

The Commission terminates in June. Again, I appreciated the opportunity and enjoyed 
participating, until the last questionable processes at the end. 
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