




 

 

 

 

 

Chair Walsh and Councilmembers, my name is Doug Siglin. I am a retired Republican 

Capitol Hill staffer and DC-based nonprofit leader. I have lived in Howard County for two 

decades. I volunteer for the CCAN Action Fund, on whose behalf I’m speaking tonight. 

 

The bottom line is that I ask you to amend CB24 to require or strongly encourage 

electrification of all new construction. 

 

55 years ago tomorrow, I was one of millions of people across America who 

celebrated the first Earth Day. Since then, something terrible has happened: the broad 

political consensus that Americans must work together to solve environmental problems has 

been destroyed. Back then, President Nixon and others across the political spectrum proudly 

called themselves environmentalists, or conservationists, recognizing that the words 

conservative and conservation come from the same root.  

 

Even the archconservative Senator and 1964 presidential candidate Barry Goldwater 

wrote in 1970: “Although I am a great believer in the free, competitive enterprise system and 

all that it entails, I am an even stronger believer in the right of our people to live in clean and 

pollution-free environments.” He went on: “To this end, it is my belief that when pollution is 

found, it should be halted at the source, even if this requires stringent government action 

against important segments of our national economy.” 

 

Today we are facing an extraordinary environmental crisis in global climate disruption. 

Atmospheric carbon is 33% higher than it was in 1965 when the White House Science 

Advisory Committee warned the President than we were already on track to dire 

consequences. And yet today state and local elected officials are being intimidated by the 

vindictive, head-in-the-sand White House, the prospect of being primaried, and the 

likelihood that every attempt to solve a shared environmental problem will end up in court.  

 



 

I urge you not to be intimidated. It seems almost naïve for me to say this given what I 

just said, but you have a special opportunity here: to come together to help address the 

biggest environmental issue of our time. You’re not going to solve the climate crisis on your 

own, but you can model the behavior that we all need to see. 

 

The room tonight is full of people wearing green t-shirts that say “Be a Real Climate 

Leader.” Leadership here means electrification. As the architects, engineers, and consumer 

advocates who are speaking tonight are telling you, the climate benefits, the health benefits, 

and the financial benefits are great. All-electric construction would reduce greenhouse 

gases. Respiratory benefits for children and older people are significant. Building costs for 

all-electric new buildings are the same, or in many cases less, than dual-fuel buildings. With 

electric heat pump/air conditioners, operational costs for homeowners, business owners, 

and tenants go down. The need for new infrastructure is minimal. There is plenty of grid 

capacity for the relatively few new buildings that will be built in Howard County.  

 

You will no doubt get pressure from business interests, including the threat of 

lawsuits. If the past three years here and in Annapolis are any guide, they will come to you 

with misleading arguments about costs and grid capacity. Resist them. They are advocating 

for their interests. But their interests are not the interests of the people of Howard County, or 

the state, or the nation. 

 

Amending CB24 will be the most important environmental thing that you do this year. 

As Senator Booker said at the end of his marathon speech: “for all Americans, it's a moral 

moment. It's not left or right. It’s right or wrong," Around the nation, people are watching you. 

Please show them that Howard County is willing to recognize the crisis we’re in and proudly 

put on the mantle of environmental leadership.  

 

You know, Howard County really is a special place. Many young families, including 

mine, have moved here because of the advantages that it offers. Amending this bill to help to 

achieve our climate goals, our health goals, and our financial goals will make Howard County 

an even better place to live and work. I urge all five of you to come together to amend the bill 

to include electrification of all new construction before passing it. Thank you.  
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For several years now, my wife Mary and I have been incrementally renovating our modest 1968 raised 
rancher located on a rural residential lane in far west Ellicott City.  Gas isn’t supplied to our lane, and we 
don’t have a propane supply system, and we don’t mind it that way at all.  As homes are being renovated 
and rebuilt on our lane, it would be wise for them to eschew residential gas as we have, for a variety of 
sound reasons.  In my opinion, all new construction in the county should move to modern electric-only 
utilities.  Unfortunately, CR24 doesn’t go far enough in this regard.  It is backward-thinking and 
irresponsible to leave out requirements for new construction in Howard County to build in the ability for 
new homes to be all-electric in deference to gas and gas-supported special interest groups. 
 
Our home was built decades ago and was all electric from the start, aside from a basement woodstove 
used for auxiliary heat.  Since we moved in, we have made many improvements indoors and out, 
including installing solar panels on the roof and replacing all of the electric baseboard heaters with a 
modern, high performance electric heat pump for both heating and cooling the house. We have an electric 
vehicle and are in the process of installing a Level 2 charger in the driveway. 
 
Never once have we considered adding any kind of gas appliances.  Aside from the cost and dangers that 
would bring about, the health impacts of gas combustion indoors presents a strong negative.  We are so 
fortunate that we have had enough capacity on our electrical panel that we have not had to make any 
major changes to it, but once we decide to add a garage, an expensive update to the panel may become 
a reality.  It’s a big hurdle among others that we may not overcome as we age in place. That’s why it 
makes sense to do it the right way from the start. 
 
Previously we had been heating with a basement woodstove and electric baseboard heaters.  Cooling 
was only possible via a whole house fan or window air conditioners.  With the aging insulation and leaky 
construction, we were struggling with maintaining a comfortable interior for quite a few years. Escaped 
smoke from the woodstove was sometimes very annoying, aside from its long-term health effects.  The 
high performance Mitsubishi heat pump we installed performs amazingly, without any backup equipment 
needed, and without any need for fossil fuel. 
 
Building codes are a great way to coordinate progress in building technology that would otherwise be 
ignored due to cost, perceived needs, or traditional practices.  A lot of misinformation is also put out by 
biased sources, and it is the task of all levels of government to fight these unscrupulous parties and work 
to the benefit of the public. 
 
Moving forward, the county council should act in the interest of the public to institute the 
requirement for all new residential construction to be all-electric.  I firmly believe that all Howard 
County taxpayers will benefit in the long run from the demise of gas technology in homes. 
 
Sincerely, 
Daniel Helfrich 
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