
County Council Of Howard County, Maryland 

ZMW ~qistdin *ion L c ~ ~ r s ~ a y ~ o .  ( 

Bill No. q7 3009 

Introduced by: The Chairperson at the request of the County Executive 

AN ACT to update references to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 

rating sptpms in order lo reflect current versions; to make a technical correction; 

and generally relating to Ho-d  County's Green Buildings Law. 
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Section 1. Be It Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, A f q l a d  that 

subsection (a) of Section 3.1002 ''Definitions"; Section 3.1004 "Standor& for 

Compliance"; and subsection (c) of Section 3.1008 "Green Building Fund"; all of 

Subtitle 10 "Energy Eflciency and Environmental Design" of Title 3 "Buildings" of t h  

Howard County Code are amended to read as follows: 

Title 3. Buildigs. 

Subtitle 10. Energy Efficiency and Environmental Design. 

' 8  

Section 3.1002. Defmitions. 

Unless specifically defined in this section, terms used in this subtitle have the rneaniqs 

set forth in the Howard County Building Code adopted in Subtitle 1 of this title. 

(a) Commissioning team means a group that is: 

(1) Made [[of]] up OF some or all of the following: 

(i) Theowner; 

(ii) Occupants; 

(iii) Operations and maintenance MI 

(iv) Design professionals; and 

(v) Contractors; and 

(2) Responsible for ensuring, through documented verificatioa, th all new 

building systems perform and interact according to origind cktiga 

documents and the owner's operation needs. 

Section 3.1004. Standards for compliance. 

(a) Publicly Funded Buildings. New construction of a publicly funded buildi?l_~ that is 

subject to this subtitle shall: 

(1) Achieve a certification fiom the Green Building Council of a silver level 

rating or higher in one of the following LEED 2009 rating sy, -tern: 

(i) New Construction [[Version 2.211; or 

(ii) Core and Shell [[Version 2.011; or 



(2) Comply with energy and environmental design standards that the Director 

may adopt by regulation as equivalent to a silver level rating in the 

appropriate LEED rating system. 

@) Other Buildings. New construction of a nonpublicly funded building that is subject to 

this subtitle shall: 

(1) Achieve a certification from the Green Building Council of mtified-level 

rating or higher in one of the following LEED 2009 rating systems: 

(i) New Construction [[Version 2.211; or 

(ii) Core and Shell [version 2.011; or 

(2) Comply with energy and environmental design standards that the Director 

may adopt by regulation as equivalent to a certified-level rating in the 

appropriate LEED rating system. 

Section 3.1008. Green Building Fund. 

(c) Use of the Green Building Fund. Monies in the Green Building Fund may be used by 

the County for the purpose oE 

(1) Finding ways to reduce energy consumption; 

(2) Providing technical assistance to the following building owners seeking to 

achieve certification &om the green building council of certified-level 

rating or higher: 

(i) Building owners retrofitting existing commercial buildings to the 

LEED for Existing Buildings, 2009 RATING SYSTEM [version 2.0 

Standard]]; or 

(ii) Building owners developing newly constructed commercial 

buildings with less than 50,000 gross square feet to the following 

LEED 2009 RATING SYSTEMS [[standards]]: 

a New Construction[[, Version 2.211; or 

b. Core and Shell [[Standard]]; and 

(3) Providing education, training, and outreach to the public and private 

sectors in green building practices. 



Scction 2. And Be It Further Enacted bv the Counh, Council ofHoward Countv, 

Mawland that subsections fc) and fdJ ofsection 20.129B "Prooertv tax credit for high 

pwformance buildinps" ofpart 111 "State-Authorized Howard Countv Tax Credits" o f  

Subtitle 1 "Real Prouerh, Tax: Administration Credits, and Enfbrcement" o f  Title 20 

"Taxes. charpes. and fees" o f  the Howard COW Code are amended to read as follows: 

Title 20. Taxes. fharees. and fees. 

Subtitle 1. Real Pro~ertv Tax: Administration. Credits. and Enforcement 

Part 111. State-Authorized Howard Countv Tax Credits. 

Section 20.129B. Prow* tax credit for high wrformance buildings. 

(c) Amount and Duration of  Credit for Certification in LEED Core and Shell or New 

Construction Rutinp Systems. For a high Derfonnance buildine that is certified in the 

LEED 2009 ratine svstem for core and shell [[version 2.0 or new construction version 

2.211 or a wm~arable ratine svstem that the Director of Ins~ections. Licenses and Permits 

mav ado~t  bv redation: 

(1) The amount of the tax credit is a ~ercentaee of the total Countv Droverty 

tax assessed on the hieh Derfonnance building as follows: 

(i) LEED certified silver--25 ~ercent; 

i i  LEED certified wld-50 Dercent; 

fii) LEED certified vlatinum--75 Dercent: and 

2 The tax credit authorized bv this subsection continues for five vears. 

(d) Amount and Duration of Credit for Certification in Existinp build in^ Ratinn System. 

For a hieh verformance buildine that is ceaified in the LEED 2009 rating svstem for 

existine buildines riversion 2.011 or a wmuarable ratine svstem that the Duector of 

Inswctions. Licenses and Permits mav adopt bv redation: 

1 The amount of the tax credit is a percentage of the total Countv Droaerty 

tax assessed on the high Derfonnance building as follows: 

(1) LEED certified silver--Ten ~ercent; 

(ii) LEED certified eold--25 ~ercent; 

(iii) LEED certified vlatinum--50 ~ercent: and 



1 (2) The tax credit authorized bv this subsection continues for three vears. 

2 

3 Section 3 2. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County, 

4 M i l d  that this Act shall not apply to a project registered with the Green Building 

5 Council under LEED New Construction Version 2.2, LEED Core and Shell Version 2.0, 

6 or LEEDfor Existing Buildings Version 2.0. 

7 

8 Section 3 9. And Be It Further Enacted by the County Council of Howard County. 

9 M a r y l d  that this Act shall become effective 61 days afier its enactment. 



BY THE COUNCIL 

This Bill, having been approved by the Executive and returned to the Council, stands enacted on 
OCR-7 ,2009. 

G a d L L  
, Administrator to the County Council 

BY THE COUNCIL 

This Bill, having been passed by the yeas aud nays of two-thirds of the members of the Council notwithstanding the 
objections of the Executive, stands enacted on ,2009. 

Stephen M. Mendre ,  A d m i n i i r  to the County Council 

BY THE COUNCIL 

This Bill, having received neither the approval nor the disapproval of the Executive within ten days of its 
presentation, stands enacttd on ,2009. 

Stephen M. LeGendre, Adminishator to the County Council 

BY THE COUNCIL 

This Bill, not having been considered on h a 1  reading within the time required by Charter, stands failed for want of 
consideration on .2009. 

Stephen M. LeGendre, Admiinismtor to the County Council 

BY THE COUNClL 

This Bill, having been disapproved by the Executive and having failed on passage upon consideration by the 
Council stands failed on ,2009. 

Stephen M. Mendre ,  Administrator to the County Council 

BY THE COUNCIL 

This Bill, the withdrawal of which received a vote of two-thirds (Z3) of the members of the Council, is withdrawn 
tiom firther consideration on ,2009. 

Stephen M. LeGendre, Administrator to the County Council 



Amendment to Council Bi No. 47-2009 

BY: Chairperson at the request 
of the County Executive 

Legislative Day No. /3 
Date: October 5,2009 

(This amendment amends another Code reference to reflect current LED rating systems.) 

On page 2, in lime 3 1, insert: 

"Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted bv the Counhr Council o f  Howard C O W .  Marvlad 

that subsections fc) and id) o f  Section 20.1298 "Provertv t m  credit for high wrfonnance 

buildings" ofpart III "State-Authorized Howard Counhr Tar Credits" of Subtitle I "Real 

Provertv Tar: Aahinisiration Credits. and Enforcement" of  Title 20 "Taxes, charges. and fees" 

o f  the Howard Counh~ Code are amended to read as follows: 

Title 20. Taxes. charges. and fees. 

Subtitle 1. Real Pro~ertv Tax: Administration. Credits. and Enforcement. 

Part III. State-Authorized Howard Countv Tax Credits. 

Section 20.129B. Prooertv tax credit for high nerformance buildinps. 

fc) Amount and Duration o f  Credit for Certification in LEED Core and Shell or New 

Construction Rating Svstems. For a high oerfonnance buildii that is certified in the LEED 2009 

rating svstem that the Director of Inmections. Licenses and Permits may ad0~t  bv regulation: 

(1) The amount of the tax credit is a oercentaee of the total C o u i  oro~erty tax 

assessed on the high oerfonnance building as follows: 

m LEED certified silver--25 oercent; 

(ii) LEED certified gold-50 percent; 

(ii) LEED certified ~latinum--75 percent: and 

(2) The tax credit authorized bv this subsection continues for five vears. 
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/d) Amount and Duration of Credit for Certification in Existinp Buildinn Ratinp System. For a 

hi& dofinance buildine that is certified in the LEED 2009 rating svstem for existing buildings 

uversion 2.011 or a com~arable rating svstem that the Director of Insuections, Licenses and 

Permits mav adout by redation: 

(1) The amount of the tax credit is a ~ercentage of the total Countv ~rooertv tax 

assessed on the high oerformance building as follows: 

{i) LEED certified silver--Ten uercent; 

(ii) LEED certified gold-25 uercent; 

(iii) LEED certified ~latinum-50 uercent: and 

12) The tax credit authorized by this subsection continues for three vears.". 

On page 3, in l i e  1, strike "2" and substitute ''T. 

On page 3, in line 6, strike "3" and substitute "f'. 


